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Yo u t h ’s vo i c e o n a g r i i s s u e s
and concerns heard on
1 s t A F YC C o n s u l t a t i o n

When Dr. Jose Rizal said that “the youth are our
hope for the future,” he also referred to the new blood to
succeed the experienced, aging Filipino farmers.

In his speech during Ley La Salle’s Business
Law Conference on August 27, 2021, Department of
Agriculture (DA) Secretary William Dar shared that a
recent survey of the University of the Philippines in Los
Baños showed that Filipino rice farmers’ mean age is
53 years old and young farmers should start engaging
in the industry to incorporate new technologies and
approaches in modern agriculture.

As the participatory arm of DA in transforming
Philippine agriculture and fisheries, the Philippine
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF) conducted
its first Agricultural and Fishery Youthpreneur Council
(AFYC) online cluster consultations on September 30,
2021, to engage the youth in meaningful discussions
concerning agriculture and fisheries.
The event ensured that the voices of the youth were
heard and actively involved them in agricultural and
fishery projects, activities, and programs. The AFYC also
served as a venue for the participation of the youth to
turn to page 6
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The Secretary on youth
“With the youth as infomediaries, the field is
open for farmers to sign up for available technology
and to access all the information they need to cure
their skepticism about it (Biotechnology).”

Inauguration of the state-of-the-art
Crop Biotechnology Center (CBC) in PhilRice
(September 30, 2021)

“As Secretary of Agriculture, I am committed to
providing opportunities for the youth to ensure they
would not only become the leaders of tomorrow, but
also as agents of change, reform, and agricultural
modernization. Our nation is in need of talented
young public servants and leaders—especially in
the field of agribusiness and food security,”

Virtual 3rd Consumer Youth E-Forum,
organized by the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI)(August 31, 2021)

“Our youth plays a crucial role in the
government’s food security target. We need them
to get on board as they have the defining attributes
when it comes to bright and fresh ideas, their outof-the-box thinking, and full grasp on modern
trends and technologies will be a game-changer in
food production,”

“Agriculture now paints headlines. So now,
I dearly request that you, the youth, write the
stories. Your decision to persist in the sector today
is unprecedented. You took this path at a turning
point in human history,”
“Youth are the ‘gatekeepers’ of rapid
technological terms”

First Youth in Agriculture Summit
(May 11-12, 2021)

Republic Act 8044 is also known as
“The Youth in Nation-Building Act”
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Declares that “Youth” is the critical period in a
person’s growth and development from the onset
of adolescence towards the peak of mature, selfreliant and responsible adulthood comprising
the considerable sector of the population from
the age of fifteen (15) to thirty (30) years.

PCAF chief highlights importance of youth
participation, agripreneurship in agrifishery development

“We want to expand and reach out to the youth to
be agripreneurs. Nandito ang Philippine Council for
Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF) at ang Department
of Agriculture (DA) para palawakin ang inyong
perspective. The youth are the gem of any country,
especially in the digital era.”
This is the message of PCAF OIC Executive Director
Liza Battad in her online interview with Bombo Radyo
Philippines on October 21, 2021 on how the youth can be
empowered through creating policy recommendations
and equipped them as agripreneurs to bridge the gaps
and issues of safe food supply in the country.

As most of the farmers and fishers are already
in their late 50s, Dir. Battad said that the DA’s goal
is to encourage the youth to become science-based
commodity value chain players. With the involvement
of the youth, there will be a fusion between the
traditional ways and innovative ideas.
Interested youth may check out DA’s programs like
the Mentoring and Attracting Youth in Agribusiness
(MAYA) that will help them to engage in agriculture and
develop their skills and knowledge. The program will
also train them to be highly-skilled, and employmentready agribusiness professionals. (Visit bar.gov.ph for
more information)
Dir. Battad also mentioned that there are also
other programs from DA’s attached agencies that could
help the youth in acquiring technical know-how and
growing their businesses.

For instance, the Agricultural Credit and Policy
Council’s program called Kapital Access for Young
Agripreneurs (KAYA) where young agripreneurs, from
18 to 30 years old, can borrow up to 500 thousand
pesos and could be paid up to five year. The program

does not require collateral and offers zero-interest. (Visit
acpc.gov.ph for more information)

Aside from these, the Young Filipino Farm Leaders
Training Program (YFLTP) of the Agricultural Training
Institute also offers opportunities for young entrepreneurs
to learn technical knowledge and skills in agricultural
and cooperative management. Participants can also learn
modern Japanese farming techniques and marketing
strategies.
Unlike the YFLTP, which started in 1986 and was then
managed by the National Agricultural and Fishery Council,
now PCAF, MAYA and KAYA were launched in 2020 to
encourage the youth to spark interest in the agriculture
industry, especially in time of a pandemic.

As DA kicked off MAYA and KAYA programs, the DA
also launched the Agricultural and Fishery Youthpreneur
Council (AFYC), through PCAF last year to encourage youth
organization members to identify suitable interventions
and policies that would help their organizations,
businesses, and also motivate other youth organizations
to be involved in the decision-making process and
development of the industry.
For more information about joining the AFYC, visit
www.pcaf.da.gov.ph and check out the Advisory Special
Body and click AFCs Membership Application Form.
The filled out application forms can be emailed to pcaf.
membershipexpansion@gmail.com.

“Sa mga kabataan, lalo na kung ang mga magulang
ay farmers and fishers, maging proud kayo. Learn from
the good lessons and contributions of your parents. As
agripreneurs, ikaw mismo ang executive ng negosyong
ikaw ang mangangapital. Tutulungan ka ng gobyerno, ng
DA. Kailangan mo lang maging sinsero, maging passionate,
learn the tricks of the business, and makilahok sa mga
usapan at konsultasyon,” said Dir. Battad. JC
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What does Elvin te
Elvin Jerome Laceda is one of the emerging
names in the agriculture industry. A social
technopreneur, a young farmer, and a lifelong
student.
He is also known as the face and Chief
Executive Officer of RiceUp Farmers, Inc.,
an award-winning social enterprise which
promotes equitable use of food resources
that empowers farmers through training,
help them embrace innovative technology,
and enrich their lives through enterprise
development and integrated family farming.
As young as 27 years old, Elvin is already
juggling his time in RiceUp, in United Nations
(UN) as Youth Advisory Board Member, as one
of the Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Civil
Society Organizations partner, and Philippine
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries’ (PCAF)
resource person for its Agricultural and
Fishery Youthprenuer Council (AFYC).
In an interview, Elvin gladly shared how
RiceUp created their own curriculum for
farmers where they can learn farming and
be successful agripreneurs through their
community-based farm schools. The team also
helped them connect to the market directly.
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He also mentioned that they will
be launching soon another web-based
application called “Sakahon” that will enable
farmers to project the market needs three

to six months in advance. This will help the
farmers identify where they need to invest
resources more, strategically increasing cost
production and yield at the same time.
Yet, how exactly Elvin is managing his time
with all these activities?
“To begin with, we need to find our ‘whys’,”
he said beamingly.

“My grandfather is my inspiration. He was
a fisherman and a farmer. I often think that
when I am helping a farmer, I am also helping
my grandfather. He was the first person who
took a chance on me. Although he didn’t see
what I have become, what I am doing with
RiceUp, but I know he will be proud of me,”
he shared.

Elvin, who hailed from a humble family in
Lubao, Pampanga, also emphasized that it is
important for a young person to know that
there are people who are willing to take a
chance on them and who will support them
in their aspirations.
He also shared that as part of his work as
UN Youth Advisory Board Member, they are
helping the rural youth to see opportunities
in their own provinces. With the scenario
that the pandemic created, the youth now
are much adept in modern technology which
could be a great help to the agriculture and

ell his generation?
fishery sector in their areas.

“They don’t need to be farmers. They don’t
need to till the ground or harvest the crops.
Now many young people are good in video
editing, in designing, and with their social
media skills, they can bring on the table what
they are good at. It doesn’t mean that only
agriculture practitioners are only welcome
here in the industry,” he added.

DA has been encouraging the younger
generation to view agriculture and fisheries
as viable business ventures that require
information dissemination, training and
empowerment.
In a separate interview, Secretary William
Dar noted that DA have numerous projects to
support students and young agripreneurs to
start their agri-fishery enterprise and realize
their aspirations.
“Aside from these, the youth engagement
in agriculture, like the AFYC, is also one of the
key strategies we are implementing under the
‘OneDA Reform Agenda’, ” Sec. Dar added.
“We are showing the young people
that farming is a noble profession and it is
profitable. That is one thing that we want them
to understand, that farming is a profitable
profession,” Elvin reiterated.

He also wants to convey to the younger
generations that they need to participate in
the development of the sector.

“I am excited for young people to be involved
in creating policies that are very relevant to
their needs and to create recommendations
and programs in the Department that could
directly affect a lot of young people.
Through PCAF, the AFYC can produce
that kind of program (through policy
recommendations) that can empower the
young generation. Through AFYC, it will also
create balance, with the experience of the
wise farmers combined with the idealism of
the young ones. The experience of our farmers
is very important, however, we also need to
have fresh ideas,” he added.
“We want to show that the hope of the
Philippines lies upon the young people. Being
involved in the agricultural sector, we need
to work now to develop agriculture because
when people are well fed, when kids don’t
need to work just to fill their stomach, that will
help alleviate poverty. That is the foundation
of a very prosperous sector,” he said.
What Elvin really wants to tell his
generation is that young people can dream
and can be part of the revolution to develop
the agriculture and fishery sector, through
participation. JC
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Youth’s voice on agri issues....

identify and formulate sound, responsive, and innovative
policy recommendations, influence the agriculture and
fishery policy development agenda as the youth advisory
special body.

It has also kicked off the institutionalization of
the involvement of AFYC members in the Executive
and Sectoral Committees at the Regional Agricultural
and Fishery Council (AFC) level, and opened more
opportunities for the youth as envisioned in the food
secured Philippines with empowered prosperous
farmers and fisherfolk amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
The AFYC is also part of PCAF’s effort to make the
AFC a vibrant and diverse nationwide network of private
sector stakeholders and in support of DA’s OneDA
Reform Agenda particularly in the area of youth &
women engagement.
The breakout session during the event served as a
melting pot of ideas and provided a venue where the
youth leaders in agriculture were able to express their
innovative ideas to push for the reforms in Philippine
agriculture that they would like to see.

Youthpreneurs from the Luzon, Visayas, and
Mindanao Clusters presented their suggested actions
and resolutions on pressing matters in their respective
areas.
The Luzon cluster suggested actions and resolutions
on intensifying the information dissemination on the
agri-fishery programs and projects funded by the
government.
The youth also suggested strengthening capacity
development training, intensified data gathering to
avoid one size fits all approach, addressing gender
disparity, and opening access to land for the youth.
They also proposed to maximize youth involvement in
policy formulation and decision making, simplifying and
digitizing processing of loan applications for the youth,
and additional funding towards learning sites for the
youth.

For the Visayas cluster, they suggested solutions on
the integration of Gender and Development (GAD) in
youth activities and training. Particularly, they prefer
specialized training for different agriculture-related
applications, and intensify youth involvement in
agriculture programs.

The Mindanao cluster seeked for the establishment
of a one-stop Kadiwa Hub that will provide assistance
to farmers on value-adding and processing as well as
market linking in strategic areas, open additional online
platforms for marketing and selling agri products, AFYC
badge to promote agripreneur sellers on Kadiwa ni Ani at
Kita shops, and additional loan programs for the youth.
These policy recommendations and solutions were
made possible with the help of interesting and timely
topics prepared by PCAF backed by competent resource
speakers.

OIC Chief of Market Development Division of DA
Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Service (AMAS)
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Joyce Bengo discussed the KADIWA ni Ani at Kita Programa direct marketing scheme of DA where producers are
directly linked with the consumers, eliminating the
middlemen and thus providing consumers with quality
and affordable agricultural commodities.

DA AMAS’ Maricris Locquiao also presented DA’s
Young Farmers Challenge Program- a contest for the
youth aged 18-30 years old who will engage in agrifishery based enterprises. The challenge encourages the
youth to propose innovative agri-business ventures with
viability. The program awards winners with cash prizes
for start-up capital.
One of the key strategies in the OneDA Reform
Agenda is Technology and Innovation including Digital
Agriculture. Technology in agriculture has also made
major strides to increase the efficiency and productivity
of the farmers while providing them real-time updates
on factors that might affect their farms such as weather
forecasts and helping Local Government Units (LGUs).
Information Technology Business Solutions (ITBS)
founder and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) John Paul
Miranda gave a sneak peek at the future of Philippine
agriculture through his presentation that highlights
modern and innovative technologies aimed at making
the farmers’ day to day tasks easier, through Agribot.

AGREA President and CEO Cherrie Atilano presented
youthpreneurship challenges and opportunities in
the new normal. She highlighted the importance of
maintaining the dignity of our farmers by enabling them
to be drivers of change for their families, communities,
and the country.
OIC Chief of PCAF’s Partnership Development
Division, Capacity Development Section Engr. Reynaldo
Villanueva discussed the Civil Society Organization
(CSO) accreditation. He mentioned that a policy
recommendation can be proposed to the DA on how
youthpreneurs can be co-implementers of DA’s projects
and programs considering that they are still developing
organizations that may not yet qualify given all the
requirements for CSO accreditation.

PCAF OIC Executive Director, Dr. Liza Battad urged
the participants to share the knowledge that they have
acquired to attract fellow youth leaders to engage in
agriculture. She also highlighted the importance of the
youth in achieving DA’s twin goals of masaganang ani at
mataas na kita. “Youth is not only the future but also the
present,” she added. CCB

Youths in agriculture: Empowering
and enabling a sustainable agricultural
environment for the next generation

Photo credit: DA Communications group

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the importance
of food security, food-related business, self-sufficiency and
urban farming. Today, farming and agriculture have become
viable business opportunities known as agripreneurship.

This concept proved to be a major draw among the
younger generation to invest in a future in agriculture and
fisheries-related enterprises. Giving access to dialogues
and decision-making relevant to the agriculture and
fisheries sector is the Philippine Council for Agriculture and
Fisheries’ (PCAF) Agricultural and Fishery Youthpreneur
Council (AFYC).
As one of PCAF’s Advisory Special Bodies, the AFYC is
among those who drive the agri-fishery decision-making
process, through the participation of the youth in the
identification and formulation of innovative and sound
policy recommendations and influence the sector’s policy
environment.
“The Filipino youth is a key driver to ensure the
attainment of a food-secure and resilient Philippine
agriculture, leading to a better performing economy,
today and in succeeding years,” said Agriculture Secretary
William Dar.
Aging farmers pose threat to food security

The findings in the study, “Aging Filipino Rice Farmers
and Their Aspirations for Their Children,” conducted by
Florencia G. Palis of the University of the Philippines Los
Baños showed Filipino farmers are aging fast and more
than 65% of interviewed farmers do not wish for their
children to follow their footsteps. Thus, posing a threat to
food security in the country.
Encouraging the younger generation to view agriculture
and fisheries as viable business ventures requires
information dissemination, training and empowerment.

“We have numerous projects in the Department
of Agriculture (DA) to support students and young
agripreneurs to start their agri-fishery enterprise and
realize their aspirations. Aside from these, the youth
engagement in agriculture, like the AFYC, is also one of
the key strategies we are implementing under the ‘OneDA
Reform Agenda’. ” added Sec. Dar.

Youngbloods in Philippine agriculture
While most of the Philippines’ food is produced
by aging smallholder farmers in developing countries,
older farmers are less likely to adopt new technologies
needed to sustainably increase agricultural productivity,
and ultimately feed the growing world population while
protecting the environment. There is a need to reengage the youth in agriculture.
Through the AFYC, interested youth as well as youth
organizations engaged in agriculture and fisheries
activities, can have a voice in shaping and defining the
future of the agricultural sector, through crafting sound
policy recommendations.
The Youth Council aims to (1) involve the youth
as primary actors in the agriculture and fishery
decision-making process, (2) serve as a venue for the
participation of the youth in the identification and
formulation of innovative policy recommendations, (3)
open more opportunities for the youth as envisioned in
the food secured Philippines with prosperous farmers
and fisherfolk, and (4) influence the agriculture and
fisheries policy development agenda as the youth
Advisory Special Body.
Qualified to join the Council are young agripreneurs,
members of the Young Professionals for Agricultural
Development in the Philippines, members of the
Volunteer Leader’s Association of the Philippines,
Young Filipino Farm Leaders Training Program
scholars, awardees and winners of agricultural awards,
agricultural and fishery youth organizations in the value
chain, youth organizations registered at the National
Youth Commission, and 4-H Club leaders who are 18-40
years old.
The youth only have the potential to participate in
farming, but also to bring with them a wide array of
innovative ideas and thinking that will have a profound
impact on the industry.

Bringing these bright young minds into agriculture
and fisheries will help solve the problem of food
insecurity and global hunger as they aim to shift from
traditional sources of food production to modern
means of producing it and making agriculture even
more efficient and sustainable. KMS
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How can the youth join AFYC?
What are the requirements/guidelines?
Interested youth private sector organizations, private entities and individuals may join the AFYCs.
The PCAF also invites qualified organizations and individuals to join as members of the AFYCs.

Interested organizations and individuals may download the application form available at pcaf website
(http://www.pcaf.da.gov.ph) and submit together with the other requirements either online to PCAF
or to the Regional/Provincial and Municipal AFCs Coordinators, at their local agriculture offices.
The following are the required documents:

For organizations:
*Membership Application Form;
*Certified true copy of Registration/Accreditation/Business Permit with the appropriate agencies;
Organizational Profile with the list of officers and members; and
*Endorsement letter appointing an official representative and an alternate.

For individuals:
*Membership Application Form;
*Certified true copy of business registration certificate, if applicable; and
*Endorsement letter from any private organization or government sector entity or by invitation by a
Council member/Secretariat-Coordinator.

For interested youth representative of a private sector organization, private entities or individuals, you
may visit our official website, www.pcaf.da.gov.ph
Download the application form where you can also find the other requirements.

You may also submit your applications online at pcaf.membershipexpansion@gmail.com or on our
Regional, Provincial, and Municipal Agricultural and Fishery Council Coordinators.
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