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Sec. Dar, other govt officials
celebrate PCAF’s continuous
collaboration with agrifishery sector stakeholders

Agriculture is too important to be left alone to the Department of Agriculture, and so it
is necessary for us to engage private sectors, civil society organizations, the practitioners
and even the academe as stakeholders in the agri-fishery sector. And PCAF is the
institution that will see to it that there is a proper engagement and/or participation of the
various stakeholders in the whole process of consultation...

									William D. Dar, Ph.D.
									Agriculture Secretary
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(From left to right) PCAF Acting Executive Director Liza Battad, Regional Agricultural and Fishery Council CALABARZON
Chairperson Pedrito Kalaw, former PCAF Executive Director and now Undersecretary for Operations and Agri-Fisheries
Mechanization Ariel Cayanan, Agriculture Secretary William Dar, and Assistant Secretary for Strategic Communications and
Department Spokesperson Noel Reyes (not clearly seen in the photo).
Ribbon-cutting ceremony of PCAF’s exhibit opening for its eighth anniversary, highlighting the theme “It is great to collabor8,
elev8, and innov8 A&F sector partner’s participation through iCARE”

Agriculture
Secretary
William
Dar
commended the Philippine Council for
Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF) for its
continued relevance in engaging stakeholders
in the development of an enabling policy
environment during the agency’s exhibit
opening for its eighth anniversary celebration
on June 21, 2021.
He said that these dialogues, facilitated by
PCAF, greatly contributed to the realization
of the Department of Agriculture’s (DA) new
thrust and priorities towards a food secure
and resilient Philippines with prosperous
farmers and fisherfolk.
Dar also acknowledged PCAF’s viability
to transition from the conventional faceto-face meetings to combined or even pure
virtual consultations to ensure the safety
and convenience of volunteer-partners and
stakeholders in this time of the pandemic.
With this shift, PCAF was still able to
ensure high-quality standard of outputs, such
as policy resolutions and recommendations,
in consultations and other participatory
activities facilitated.
“PCAF as an institution will be very
instrumental in assisting in the roadmap
development for commodity industries. Thank
you for being part of DA’s success over the
years. We greatly appreciate and value your
hard-worked success”, said Sec. Dar.
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On another note, he pointed out that DA
agencies and bureaus should still recognize the
operational years of their mother institutions
when it comes to anniversary celebrations.
PCAF, for instance, has been renamed
many times since its establishment in 1958.
Dar then clarified that PCAF is now in its 63rd
year of serving as a conducive medium for
consultations on agri-fishery concerns among
private-sector partners, stakeholders and
attached DA government agencies.
Over the years, PCAF anniversary, which
is celebrated every 26th of June, has been
a venue to underscore the importance of
its employees and private sector-partners
through simple face-to-face gatherings.
Due to the pandemic, the agency needed
to follow safety protocols on social gatherings,
thus other key government officials sent their
warmest greetings through video messages.
These included former executive directors of
PCAF, which is then National Agricultural and
Fishery Council (NAFC): Finance Secretary
Carlos G. Dominguez, Philippine Crop
Insurance Corporation (PCIC) President Jovy
Bernabe, and Elgie Namia.
Undersecretary for Policy and Planning
Rodolfo Vicerra and National Banner Program
Committee (NBPC) Chairpersons also sent
their best regards.

PCAF: Elevating agri-fishery
sector to 8finity and beyond

PCAF Acting Executive Director Liza Battad discusses features of PCAF iCARE to the
representatives of the Department of Agriculture’s Banner Programs on January 27, 2020.

This is our first infinity year. We look forward to the double infinity.
Acting Executive Director Liza Battad expressed her optimism on PCAF’s viability to uplift the
agri-fishery sector towards and beyond its double infinity year or 8th anniversary in her welcoming
message on the agency’s exhibit opening on June 21, 2021.
She shared the eight things that distinguish PCAF’s public service, and these are:
Participatory Mechanism: unique process
of participatory governance

People: involvement of key stakeholders and
technical experts in consultation

Policy Development: legislative and sectoral
policy agenda

Consultation: adaptation of new ways
for consultations

Policy Recommendations:
guide/basis/reference for the department’s
decision

Empowerment: capacitating PCAF employees
and key stakeholders

Partnership Development: involvement
of public and private stakeholders

Network of Stakeholders: far-reaching
stakeholders from national to municipal levels
and various organizations and representations
See next page
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The opening of the exhibit,
highlighting the theme “It is
great to collabor8, elev8, and
innov8 A&F sector partner’s
participation through PCAF iCARE”, was part
of PCAF’s eighth anniversary month-long
celebration.
The program was attended by Agriculture
Secretary William Dar, former PCAF Executive
Director and now Undersecretary for
Operations and Agri-Fisheries Mechanization
Ariel Cayanan, and Assistant Secretary for
Strategic Communications and Department
Spokesperson Noel Reyes, and Regional
Agricultural and Fishery Council (RAFC)
CALABARZON Chairperson Pedrito Kalaw.
Other key government officials also
sent their warmest greetings through video
messages.
In the afternoon program, special awards

were presented to the staff and divisions in
recognition of their valuable contributions,
especially in this time of the pandemic.
Plaques of appreciation were also awarded
to retirees with 20 or more years in service.
The list included: Magdalena C. Go, Elgie L.
Namia, Arsenia A. Perez, Soledad B. Bernardo,
Marilyn A. Gonzales, Lyn E. Oguis, Josie C.
Riego, Alexander S. Daroya, Diana M. Delos
Santos, Endri L. Songcuya, Mario C. Mendoza,
Freido I. Prado, and Abraham B. Dollente.
Loyalty award was also given to Juanito
Chan, Jr. while posthumous award was
dedicated to Rachelle Ayllon.
For the month of June, the agency’s
Operating Units organized activities revolving
around the terms “Celebr8”, “Collabor8”,
“Innov8” and “Elev8” in line with the
anniversary theme.

Celebr8: world ocean's day - june 8
On June 8, the Planning, Monitoring and
Knowledge Management Division (PMKMD)
kickstarted the anniversary activities with its
designated category Celebr8. It organized a
virtual program to commemorate the World
Ocean Day by showing videos related to the
theme “The Oceans: Life and Livelihood”.
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Desiree Eve Maaño, Chief of the Coastal
Marine Ecosystems Management Section
of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources was also invited as
resource speaker to talk about ocean
conservation and the potential role of PCAF
in crafting policy recommendations for the
sustainability of ocean resources.

The
Partnership
Development
Division (PDD), with the word
Collabor8, hosted a stakeholder
engagement forum on June 15.
The online forum aimed to
showcase the concept of collaboration
through the sharing of NGO and LGU

A
midyear
major
final
output
(MFO)
validation party
was held on June
16-17 to review
and celebrate the
accomplishments
of each division.
Mini-games were
also
conducted
as part of the
activity’s
Fiesta
theme.
To
empower
PCAF employees,
PMKMD hosted an
online knowledgesharing activity on livelihood opportunities
through fruits and vegetables on June 22.
The activity was in partnership with the
Eastwest Seed Foundation, the Philippine
Seed Industry Association Incorporated,
and National Banner Program Committee on
High-Value Crops-Fruits and Vegetables.

stakeholders of their agricultural and
fishery programs and projects.
The participants were expected
to learn from the said sharing and
hopefully, mobilize them to advocate
in their respective areas.

The topics included the three-step process
of starting a home garden, growing and selling
seedlings, and food preparations.
Free seeds were also distributed among
staff to start their home gardens or small fruits
and vegetables business.
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Another online knowledge-sharing
activity was held by PMKMD on June
24 to discuss the policy study titled “A
Review of Policies on Crop Biotechnology:
Impacts on Food Security and Agriculture
Development in the Climate Change Era”.
The study explored policy issues
limiting crop biotechnology developments
in the country. It revealed that while
the Philippines was the first country
to have a regulatory framework on
genetically modified and engineered
crops, the current regulations are no
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The
Policy
Development
and
Coordination Division (PDCD) organized
an exciting Innov8 activity last June 25.
The Innovative Morning Show featured
Agritech Director Jim Leandro Cano of
8Layer Technologies, Inc. to discuss the
digitalization of Agriculture.

longer facilitative and supportive of the
development.
The morning and afternoon sessions
were attended by representatives from
the Senate, DA’s attached agencies,
Department of Science and TechnologyPhilippine Council for Agriculture,
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCAARRD), National
Banner Program Committee Chairpersons,
PCAF regional coordinators, and Regional
RAFC Chairpersons, executive officers
and coordinators.

This aimed to introduce a knowledge
management system and other digital tools
that will bring agri-fishery stakeholders
to the next level of addressing challenges
of national food security through the
utilization of big data, cybersecurity, and
satellite-internet solutions.

The last activity, which focused on
Elev8, was organized by the Administrative,
Financial and Management Division
(AFMD) during the agency’s weekly startoff on June 28.
Dr. Battad led the conversation on
#MillenialThoughts: Work at Home

and Work Productivity Essentials. She
discussed the different personality types
and instrumental and terminal values to
PCAF employees so that they can have a
better understanding of themselves, their
colleagues, superiors and subordinates
inside and outside the workplace.

Meanwhile, the afternoon session was
led by Dr. V. Bruce Tolentino as resource
speaker for the forum on Transformational
Leadership and the New Ways in Public
Service. He shared the classic tale of the
three envelopes, wherein an outgoing
manager leaves three envelopes to the
incoming manager. Each contained an
advice, which he/she should open every

time a problem arises.
The first envelope says “Blame it
on your predecessor”. The second one
advises him/her to reorganize. The third
envelope then tells him/her “Prepare
three envelopes”.
The story was enjoyed by the staff,
which facilitated an inspiring discussion
about public service.
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Some of the members of PCAF anniversary working committee, headed by OIC Deputy Executive Director Julieta
Opulencia (left), pose after the opening of program on June 21. The team was also joined by Acting Executive Director
Battad (4th from left) and PMKMD Chief Estrella Tulay (6th from left).

PCAF, despite the pandemic, was still
able to successfully manage a meaningful
month-long
celebration
that
fosters
empowerment and participation among its
staff and partners.

This just shows the adaptability and
determination of the agency to serve and
collaborate with the agri-fishery industry
stakeholders, even in the most challenging
times.
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The editorial team encourages everyone to
photocopy and circulate this newsletter with proper
acknowledgment. Everyone is also encouraged to
contribute stories of individuals or organizations
engaged in the development of the agri-fishery
communities.
Please e-mail pcafofficial@pcaf.da.gov.ph or mail
THE EDITOR, Philippine Council for Agriculture
and Fisheries, 3F Apacible Hall, Department of
Agriculture, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City
1101. You may also visit our website at www.pcaf.
da.gov.ph

