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Sec. Piñol consults
stakeholders on rising prices
of agri-fishery commodities
Sec. Piñol answers issues and concerns raised by the concerned stakeholders during the meeting.

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel
Piñol presided the meeting with the
concerned stakeholders to come up
with proposed measures to address
the rising price of basic agricultural
and fisheries commodities in the
market on August 10 in Quezon City.
Organized by the Philippine
Council
for
Agriculture
and
Fisheries (PCAF), the dialogue was
meant to address the rising prices
of commodities in the market,
particularly fresh pork, poultry meat,
and fish.
Citing data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA), the farm
gate prices of chicken and hogs
increased by 1% while the price of
these commodities in the market
increased by 5%.
According to PSA, as of June
2018, chicken costs PhP87.66/kg for

its farmgate price and PhP152.66/kg
for the retail.
Pork meat amounts to PhP119.18/
kg for its farmgate price and
PhP193.75/kg in the retail.
Moreover, galonggong or round
scad is PhP114.85/kg in wholesale
price while PhP143.7/kg in retail
price.
During the dialogue, options on
how to abate the rising of price of
agriculture and fisheries products
were discussed.
For fish, it was agreed by the
body that the importation of round
scad should be made by the industry
stakeholders and not the traditional
traders who control the supply in the
market during closed-fishing seasons
from November to March, to stabilize
the price of fish in the market.
Alonso Tan, president of Alliance
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of Philippine Fishing Federation,
Inc. (APFFI), also suggested that
importation should be monitored to
avoid monopoly of imported fishery
products.
In the case of pork meat, Sec. Piñol
said that with the consensus of the
industry, the DA will allow additional
10,000 metric tons of pork under
Minimum Access Volume (MAV) at
same tariff level.
National Sectoral and Strategic
Concerns Committee – Committee
on Poultry, Livestock, and Feed Crops
(NSSCCs-CPLFC) Chairperson, Dr.
Rufina Salas, related that MAV can be
increased when there is commodity
shortage and increasing demand.
It was then reported that there is
no shortage of pork and there are still
imports under the MAV that have not
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PCAF conducts
participatory planning
workshops with AFCs
As planning and budgeting cycle
commences, PCAF conducted an
Areawide Participatory Planning
Workshop aimed to hear the voices of
local partners in the development of
agri-fisheries sector.
Almost a hundred stakeholders
of AFC from the Mindanao A cluster
attended the event on August 15 to
17 in Cagayan de Oro City. AFC
Chairpersons and Coordinators in
the regional, provincial, city, and
municipal levels were the participants.
Starting off the activity, Estrella
Tulay, PMKMD Chief presented
the overview and expected output
of the workshop. PMKMD Chief
Tulay emphasized that participatory
planning is an effective way of
identifying new opportunities and
strategies in achieving desired targets.
In addition, Soledad Bernardo,
Assistant
Division
Chief
of
Partnership Development Division,
highlighted the previous two-year
accomplishments of AFC per region,
province, city and municipality in
terms of the number of consultations/
meetings conducted and policy
resolutions endorsed.
Three
creative
workshops
comprised the event. Volunteerpartners were then grouped according
to their regional affiliations and were
oriented on the first creative activity
entitled rich picture.
The rich picture strategy allowed
the participants to illustrate the issues/
gaps and challenges that hamper the

Mario Jamis, PAFC Chairperson of Misamis Oriental presents the new strategies and
programs identified by the Mindanao A cluster AFCs during the participatory planning
workshop on Aug. 15-17 in Cagayan de Oro City.

AFC operations and performance
through visual sketches. The groups
were also tasked to identify strategies
and needed support to address these
issues.
On the following day, Engr. Jose
Redentor Beseño, Chief of the Budget
Section discussed the updates on
budget reforms highlighting the shift
from obligation-based to cash-based
budgeting.
Afterwards, PMKMD Chief
Tulay presented the PCAF strategic
framework emphasizing the outcomes
and strategic initiatives related to the
AFC operations and functions.
Given the identified issues and
concerns, updates on the government
reforms on budget and the strategic
plans of PCAF, a “strategy café” was
introduced to participants as guide in
planning their activities.

GAD policy forum generates
greater understanding on
gender mainstreaming

Aimed to abreast its women
partners and other stakeholders on
women empowerment and gender
equality, PCAF through its Gender
and Development (GAD) Focal
System organized a policy forum on
September 20 in Quezon City.
Initiated
by
the
Policy
Development and Coordination
Division of PCAF, the activity was
collaborated with the Pambansang
Koalisyon
ng
Kababaihan
sa
Kanayunan and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development.
It served as venue for women
leaders to express prevailing gender
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issues in agri-fishery and propose
resolutions for gender-responsive
programs.
PCAF Executive Director Sarah
Gutierrez-Cayona and Department
of Agriculture Undersecretary for
Operations Engr. Ariel Cayanan
welcomed the participants and
shared their personal observations on
Filipino women’s contributions to the
community.
Professor Maria Socorro Diokno,
Secretary-General of Free Legal
Assistance Group presented her study
entitled “Monitoring the Right to
Adequate Food in the Philippines.”
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Through the strategy café, all
groups were encouraged to single-out
new programs and priority activities
for the AFC. Budget estimates and
fund source were also included in the
group’s output.
The new programs and strategies
identified by the AFCs will be
considered in the finalization of
PCAF’s strategic plan and it may be
included under the agency’s Tier 2
budget proposal.
Moreover,
PMKMD
OICAssistant Division Chief Cleofas
Ventic presented the FY 2019 approved
plan and budget of the agency based
on the national expenditure program.
Next year’s target for the AFCs’ regular
and sectoral meetings/consultations
and other related activities were also
discussed for the information of
concerned stakeholders.
Capping off the workshop, the
AFC Chairpersons and Coordinators
plotted all of their scheduled activities
on a calendar provided based on the
2019 targets. Avoiding simultaneous
and overlapping activities was the
ultimate objective of plotting a
monthly schedule especially if PCAF’s
presence is needed.
The
participatory
planning
workshop was a pilot activity of the
Planning and Programming Section
under PMKMD and will cover AFCs
nationwide. The cluster is composed of
three regions; Region IX-Zamboanga
Peninsula,
Region
X-Northern
Mindanao, the host region, and
Region XIII-CARAGA. PCAF also
conducted the workshop in Mindanao
B on August 29 to 31 in Davao City;
Visayas Cluster on September 26 to 28
in Bohol; Luzon B on October 10 to 12
in Tagaytay, and Luzon A on October
24-26 in Clark, Pampanga. JD
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yet been utilized. The same is true for
the poultry sector.
Thus, the body agreed not to
increase the MAV importation for the
said commodity.
In response, Sec. Piñol announced
that those who failed to utilize their
MAV will result in the revocation of
their respective allocation.
Sec. Piñol emphasized that the
inflation of agri-fishery products
in the market is not caused by the
production sector but by the traders
who are controlling the prices.
Few days after the meeting, Sec.
Piñol signed an administrative order
allowing the importation of 17,000
metric tons of galunggong to be sold
in wet markets and lifted the Special
Safeguard or SSG Mechanism for
poultry. Also, on October 2018, DA
imposed SRPs on chicken and pork
in a bid to stabilize prices of the said
commodities.
Sec. Piñol on rice, garlic and onion
On the other hand, concerned
rice, onion and garlic stakeholders
met with DA Secretary Manny Piñol
in Quezon City on August 17 to
address the issue on the rising price of
the said commodities.
During the dialogue with the
rice stakeholders, they clarified that
there is no rice shortage in contrast to
reports that the country’s buffer stock
will only last for about five days.
According to the retailers, the
price hike started when the National
Food Authority (NFA) rice supplies
depleted in the market.
Due to false speculations,
local traders started buying any
available harvest which resulted in
unprecedented increase in the farm
gate price of fresh palay at PhP29/kg,
the highest price recorded in history.
Rice industry stakeholders said
that prices are expected to stabilize
when the harvest season starts in midSeptember towards early December.
However, there are also concerns
that the farm gate price will suddenly
decrease after the delayed arrival of
imported rice, which was supposed to
come during June to August.
Likewise, rice traders have denied
reports on rice hoarding. According to
them, they are continuously releasing
their stocks due to current high price
of rice in the market.
Sec. Piñol emphasized to the rice
stakeholders that the President has an
appeal to them to ensure stable supply
of rice at fair prices.
They were warned that if
caught hoarding, penalties include

temporary or permanent closure of
warehouses, confiscation of stocks,
and imprisonment of up to 15 years.
In response to the issue on the
delayed arrival of imported rice of
the National Food Authority (NFA)
through the Minimum Access Volume
(MAV), Sec. Piñol assured that DA
will submit a recommendation to the
Office of the President to direct all
ports to give priority on the unloading
of imported rice, for immediate
distribution to different warehouses
and consumers.
To have a timely importation, Sec.
Piñol also proposed to come up with
a system with harmonized schedules
for the bidding and awarding of MAV
allocations and importation which
will be perfectly pinned during the
lean months to support supply and

maintain price of rice.
On the other hand, during the
discussion with the onion and garlic
stakeholders, onion importers stated
that one of the factors contributing to
the high price of onions in the market
is the imposition of Special Safeguard
(SSG) on imported onions.
In response, Sec. Piñol asked
the DA staff to initially list the pros
and cons of lifting the SSG. He also
emphasized that the lifting of SSG will
only be done during the period when
there is no local supply.
As of August 23, 2018, Sec. Piñol
temporarily lifted the SSG on onions
after meeting with the onion traders
which will “cushion the impact of
rising prices and mitigate the impact
of soaring inflation.” LC
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mid-year accomplishment

PDD Chief Elgie Namia listens to the suggestions of Regional AFCs of Luzon A
Cluster during the planning workshop.

Officials and selected staff of PCAF
and representatives of its Advisory
Special Bodies (ASBs) gathered on
July 11 to 13 in Clark, Pampanga for
the performance review of this year’s
first semester accomplishments.
Planning,
Monitoring
and
Knowledge Management Division
(PMKMD) Chief Estrella Tulay
highlighted the importance of
conducting a performance review as
she enumerated the objectives of the
activity.
PMKMD Chief Tulay presented
PCAF’s over-all physical and financial
performance with an emphasis on
activities that constituted the major
final output of the agency by programs,
activities, and projects (PAP).
For PAP 1, development and
coordination of agriculture and
fishery policies, PCAF’s achievement
in terms of the number of policy
resolutions endorsed resulted in
60% accomplishment. With a total
target of 227 policy resolutions
for the 1st semester, the NSSCCs

endorsed 39 policy resolutions
while the Agricultural and Fishery
Councils (AFCs) endorsed 97 policy
resolutions.
The Committees on Commercial
Crops,
International
Trade,
AFMech
and
the
Technical
Working Committee/Special Budget
Committee were recognized for
accomplishing more than 100% policy
resolutions endorsed.
On the other hand, the RAFC
MIMAROPA and RAFC Central
Luzon endorsed policy resolution
more than its targeted number
resulting in an accomplishment of
above 100%.
The ASBs also accomplished
70% of the targeted number of
consultations/workshop
facilitated
from January to June 2018 although
nine committees of the NSSCC
and the RAFC Northern Mindanao
accomplished more than 100% of its
targeted number of consultations/
workshop facilitated.
Turn to page 7
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FMR projects top Davao Region’s
participatory monitoring and tracking
Farm-to-market roads (FMR)
comprised more than 30% of 149
programs and projects evaluated
by the members of participatory
monitoring and tracking (PMT) team
from September 17 to 24, 2018 in
five provinces and one city of Davao
Region.
Six monitoring groups from
PCAF and the private-sector members
tracked and evaluated programs and
projects funded by DA from 2015 to
2018.
Other projects monitored also
included farm machineries and
equipment, as well as, irrigation
facilities under various DA banner
programs.
The results of monitoring were
presented in the exit conference with
the DA-Regional Field Office (RFO)
including the Regional Agricultural
Engineering Division (RAED), local
government unit (LGU) of Davao City
and the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) Region XI on
the last working day of the week.
It was found out that the programs
and projects evaluated by the PMT
were implemented and delivered to
the recipient-beneficiaries. These
interventions,
specifically
FMR
projects, provide convenience in
transportation and delivery of

Cyril Soliaban, MES Chief clarifies key points of having an exit conference after the
participatory monitoring and tracking of DA-funded programs and projects in Davao
Region.

agricultural products.
Each team presented the results of
its monitoring and validation. Issues,
concerns and other findings gathered
during the one-on-one interview
with the recipient-beneficiaries and
specific recommendations to address
such issues were also presented.
For the FMR, absence of concrete
marker,
inaccurate
reporting,

issues on right of way during the
implementation, and the physical
attributes of the projects were directly
addressed by representatives of both
DA-RAED and DPWH.
Based on the 2016 general
guidelines on the implementation of
FMR development program issued by
the DA, a concrete marker for every
Turn to page 7

Coffee Growers’ Summit
involves local farmers to
strengthen coffee industry
More than a hundred local
coffee growers from different regions
gathered in a summit on July 3 to 5
in General Santos City to understand
the current state of the industry and
come up with appropriate policy
recommendations that would improve
the industry across the value chain.
Funded by PCAF and initiated by
NSSCCs-Committee on Commercial
Crops (ComCrops)-Coffee Industry
Development Sub-Committee, the
first National Coffee Growers’ Summit
involved the coffee farmers to establish
a consensus to create implementation
strategies to increase the volume of
production, facilitate easy access to
credit and insurance, and trade and
market.
“We want to have an open
discussion with our local coffee
farmers about coffee production and
postharvest. In this event, we want
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to give importance to the producers
so they can express their sentiments
and give suggestions,” said ComCrops
Committee
Chairperson
David
Santos.
“As this summit’s theme, “Forging
Stronger Ties Towards Sustainable
Coffee Industry through PublicPrivate partnership”, we also want to
involve the community not only the
public and private in forging stronger
ties towards sustainable coffee
industry,” said DA Undersecretary for
High Value Crops and Rural Credit
Evelyn Laviña.
“Dahil kayo ang nakaka-alam ng
kailangan ninyo, kailangang sabihin
ninyo ito sa amin, then PCAF can
already do the policy, and we can work
together. It is not only the government
but you have also the responsibility,”
Usec. Laviña added.
The government presented its
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projects like the National Color-coded
Map, Coffee Roadmap, and different
researches,
other
government
departments and agencies presented
programs and projects that would
help the coffee farmers.
The participants also had the
chance to raise questions and share
inputs during the open forum.
The coffee farmers raised the need
for trainings during the open forum
and plenary sessions. The training
will focus on agri-entrepreneurship,
production
and
postharvest
maintenance.
Some of the inquiries and
concerns were about the procurement
processes, delivery of coffee seedlings,
irrigation, traders’ pricing, subsidy
credits, harmonization of data, correct
use of PSA in determining coffee
measuring units, and availability of
Turn to page 7

PCAF firms up AFC Eastern Visayas’,
M I M A R O PA ’ s p o l i c y m a k i n g a n d
engagement know-how

(Left) UP-CLCD Prof. Charlie Cabotaje reads the works of a group of AFCs during the AFC-CAPE in Eastern Visayas, while (right)
Atty. Mark Anthony Gambao discusses the importance of an effective agenda to the participants of MIMAROPA AFC-CAPE training.
(Photo courtesy of PDD-CDS)

Over 60 AFC members from
Eastern Visayas and MIMAROPA
(Mindoro [Oriental and Occidental],
Marinduque, Romblon and Palawan)
increased their understanding on
policymaking
and
engagement
through trainings in July and August.
The training was initiated by
PCAF, in partnership with University
of the Philippines’ (UP) Center
for Leadership, Citizenship, and
Democracy (CLCD).
In separate trainings, 34 AFC
members from Eastern Visayas joined
the team of PCAF and UP-CLCD on
July 30 to August 3 in Tacloban City,
while another set of 34 AFC members
from
MIMAROPA
participated
the training on August 13 to 17 in
Batangas City.
The Competency Advancement
on Policymaking and Engagement
(CAPE) for AFC (AFC-CAPE) aims
to enhance the capacities of the
Council’s officers and coordinators
particularly on policy-related issues,
procedural concerns and advocacy
to spread stakeholder engagement in
consultative and feedback mechanism
for sound policy.
“I encourage you to participate
actively in the discussion because
it will help you improve our
accomplishments,
especially
in
preparing policy resolutions,” said
RAFC Chairperson Pedrito Kalaw in
front of MIMAROPA participants.
Inocencio Morallos, representative
of RAFC Eastern Visayas Chairperson
Estaban Conchas, assured the new
members and newly elected AFC

Chairperson(s) will be interested
to learn about the Parliamentary
Procedures during the AFC-CAPE in
Eastern Visayas.
Both trainings followed the same
methodology and were facilitated by
experts from the UP-CLCD, composed
of Dr. Ma. Faina Diola, Prof. Simeon
Ilago, Atty. Mark Anthony Gambao,
and Prof. Charlie Cabotaje. The team
was assisted by PCAF’s Capacity
Development Section (CDS) staff.
Topics discussed include Policy
Analysis and Development, Adaptive
Uses of Parliamentary Rules in
Meetings, Writing Resolutions, and
Policy Advocacy. Workshops such as
Problem Tree Analysis, Dot-mocracy,
and others were also conducted.
From the post workshop survey
conducted, the AFCs said that they
were satisfied with the topics and
how the activity was conducted. The
CDS also noted that the participants
clamored for longer discussion time
on the topic of policy advocacy,
parliamentary procedure, and writing
of resolutions and minutes.
In the Eastern Visayas training,
the participants suggested to include
in the next trainings topics like
facilitating skills, capability building,
project proposal preparation and
conflict management during meetings.
The survey also revealed that
“majority of the participants found
themselves prepared to apply their
learnings but need more trainings
to be fully competent. They also
expected some constraints in applying
their learning on their area.”

The trainings were part of PCAF’s
commitment to assist the AFCs in
enhancing their responsiveness to
create relevant and sound policy
recommendations.
As of this writing, the CDS
have conducted seven AFC-CAPE
trainings. Aside from the Eastern
Visayas and MIMAROPA AFCs,
trainings were also conducted
in Bicol Region on March 19 to
23 for 36 participants, Northern
Mindanao on April 16 to 20 for 39
participants, Caraga on May 7 to 11
for 38 participants, Ilocos Region on
June 18 to 22 for 39 participants, and
Western Visayas on July 9 to 13 for 37
participants. JC

AFC Visayas...
from page 8

the women and the youth to engage in
the agri-fishery sector.
Aside from these, they also put in
to writing their desire to organize the
coconut industry as well as to create
guidelines to boost farm tourism in
their area.
“Crafting of resolutions is one help
of the AFCs in providing a sustainable
agriculture and enabling environment
to achieve food security,” said Atty.
John Titus Vistal, representative of
Cabinet Secretary Leoncio Evasco, Jr.
in his message.
The policy resolutions passed
in the summit will be endorsed to
concerned offices within 30 days. JC
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GAD policy...
from page 2

Executive Director Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona shares her observation on women’s role in
the community during the agency’s Gender and Development policy forum.

Diokno emphasized that the basis on
the right to adequate food includes
availability, accessibility, adequacy
and safety.
“Karapatan ng bawat lalaki at
babae, bata man o matanda na may
access sa sapat na pagkain o mga
pamamaraang kinakailangan para
madaling maka-access ng pagkain”
highlighted Diokno’s findings. The
study surveyed 275 households
representing 1,338 individuals in four
selected areas in the Philippines.
Furthermore,
Daryl
Leyesa,
Women Coordinator of Centro
Saka discussed key findings and
recommendations on the result of
case study on the situation of rural
women since the implementation of
magna carta of women.

The research study conducted
focused on the over-all welfare and
condition of rural women. It aimed to
organize and analyze statistical data
and map out policies and programs
for the improvement of the welfare of
rural women.
Meanwhile,
Philippine
Commission on Women (PCW)
Sectoral
Coordination
Division
Chief Macario Jusayan introduced
GAD, its legal mandates and gender
mainstreaming strategy in the
agriculture and fisheries sector.
On PCW’s recommendation based
on gender mainstreaming evaluation
framework which is to establish
mechanism on women participation,
Leyesa clarified the reactivation of
the inter-agency committee on rural
women.

Hog raisers discuss ways to
prevent African swine fever
outbreak in PH
To avoid the spread of the
African Swine Fever (ASF) in the
Philippines, the hog raisers met with
Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel
Piñol on September 3 in Quezon City,
to recommend ways to ensure the
disease will not reach the country.
According to the report from
the World Organization for Animal
Health, it was confirmed that there are
ASF outbreaks in China and Europe.
The ASF outbreak may spread to the
Asian countries anytime.
Sec. Piñol issued a Memorandum
Order No. 23 Series of 2018, imposing
the “temporary ban on the importation
of domestic and wild pigs and their
products including pork meat and
semen originating from Latvia,
Poland, Romania, Russia, Ukraine,
and China” to protect and ensure the
health status of swine in the country.
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He also issued Memorandum
Order No. 22 that prohibits the use of
catering food wastes/left-overs from
international and domestic airports
and seaports as swine swill feed
throughout the country.
To support the hog industry
to produce more, hog raisers
proposed proactive measures from
the government that will sustain the
production of pork.
Dr. Arnulfo Frontuna of the Swine
Industry Foundation (SIF) suggested
that DA should conduct a survey on
the rampant occurrence of Porcine
Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) in piggery
farms as it is one of the reasons why the
production of swine in the Philippines
is diminishing.
Frontuna
also
recommend
to lower the tariff on yellow
corn. Undersecretary for Policy
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Elgie Namia, member of PCAF’s
GAD Focal System narrated that the
agency planned to create a Committee
on Women under the National
Sectoral and Strategic Concerns
Committees to be replicated in the
local level through the Agricultural
and Fishery Councils.
A motion raised by Arsenio
Tanchuling to create a technical
working group who will conduct a
gender analysis on policy resolutions
of PCAF’s advisory special bodies
prior to the endorsement to DA
Secretary was agreed upon.
Representatives from the DA
GAD Focal System, DA-Planning
and Monitoring Service, Agricultural
Training Institute and the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
presented sex-disaggregated data of
their respective programs, activities
and projects.
Tanchuling lauded the DA offices
and attached bureaus for the provision
of sex-disaggregated data. According
to him, “the data can be used as
reference of concerned stakeholders
in identifying gender-responsive
programs for farmers and fisherfolks.”
Culminating
the
whole-day
activity, Vice-Chairperson of PCAFCommittee on Food Staples Romeo
Royandoyan imparted his outtakes
on the directions and key points
for gender mainstreaming in the
agriculture and fisheries sector. JD
and Planning, Segfredo Serrano,
responded that lowering five percent
tariff for yellow corn might have
compensatory effects on the farmers.
Usec. Serrano added that if
modifications are made in the tariff
of yellow corn, this will pass through
a tedious process of review by the
Committee on Tariff and Related
Matters and needs approval of the
President.
Sec. Piñol further proposed
to the group to use sorghum as
substitutes for yellow corn in feed and
encouraged producers and farmers
to plant sorghums in their areas of
jurisdiction.
Assistant Secretary for Livestock,
Dr. Enrico Garzon, Jr., informed the
group that the Bureau of Animal
Industry (BAI) has a feed mill
program amounting to PhP50M that
is good for six facilities.
Sec. Piñol assured that DA will
mobilize its people to monitor all hog
raising farms all over the country, to
ensure that the government can easily
address whatever animal health issues
that will occur. LC

Coffee Growers’...
from page 4

trainings for coffee farmers.
Aside from the presentations on
the government’s initiative to help
the industry, there were also sessions
divided into four workshops wherein
the participants have identified issues
and concerns on inputs, production,
postharvest and processing, and
marketing.
Out of the 16 policy resolutions
adopted, the recommendation to the
DA-Agricultural Training Institute to
allocate an annual budget to intensify
the conduct of capability building
activities on coffee in collaboration
with the state universities and colleges,
local government units, and industry
experts, will be given priority in order
to help strengthen the industry.
In an interview by PCAF’s
Knowledge Management Team,
Patricio Pasigian, one of the
participants from Bugkalot Coffee
Growers Multipurpose Cooperative

ComCrops Chairperson David Santos presents the results of the Joint Site Validation of
Coffee Plantations to the coffee farmers.

in Nueva Vizcaya shared that he was
thankful to be part of the Summit
because he wants to know the
different programs and projects of the
government for the coffee farmers like
him.
“Nalaman
ko
yung
mga
government agencies na pwedeng
makatulong sa amin. Nalaman ko rin

kung ano yung mga tamang proseso
at mga kailangang i-comply na
requirements sa pagapaparehistro ng
quality na seedlings. Tamang pagtingin
ng quality ng kape mula seedlings
hanggang sa pagpoproseso.” Pasigian
added. JC (visit www.pcaf.da.gov.ph for

were more than the targeted number
for the 1st semester and even
surpassed the annual target.
Activities
on
partnership
agreements
and
stakeholder
collaborations comprised PAP 3, with
60% accomplishment on partnership
agreements facilitated out of the five
targets for the 1st semester.
After the presentation of agency’s
performance,
the
Partnership
Development Division (PDD) and the
Policy Development and Coordination
Division presented to the ASBs the
status of policy resolutions endorsed
to the Department of Agriculture and
other entities.

Variances in the targeted numbers,
particularly on the policy resolutions
endorsed, consultations/workshops
facilitated and local issues resolved
were brought up by PDD for the
information of the concerned AFCs
and bases for the catch-up plan for the
second semester.
Likewise, PMKMD-Monitoring
and Evaluation Section Chief Cyril
Soliaban reported the accomplishment
of the agency’s monitoring activities.
Key findings and recommendations
were also discussed during the
presentation. JD (visit www.pcaf.da.gov.

settle dispute on the issue of road right
of way. On this note, Engr. Ronnie
Cariaga, Jr. of DPWH Region XI
clarified the limitations and the scope
of work as an implementing agency.
Engr. Cariaga added that the
DPWH will implement FMR projects
included on the approved list. Cariaga
urged that during the validation, DA
must coordinate with the concerned
LGU officials for the road right of way
as it causes the delay of the project.
Issues on farm machineries and
equipment were also noted and
addressed directly by DA-RFO.
These include the provision of shade/
canopy as counterpart of recipientbeneficiaries, provision of accessories

for machineries needing a generator
set or transformer and the utilization
policies on the usage of equipment.
Upon agreement by the body,
Monitoring and Evaluation Section
Chief Cyril Soliaban assured that
concerned agencies will be given
a copy of monitoring reports for
their comments and inputs. It was
also agreed that an inter-agency
monitoring must be conducted in the
future.
Capping off the activity, Regional
AFC Chairperson Epifanio Loyola
expressed his gratitude to the
participants and gave his commitment
for future monitoring activities of all
DA-funded programs and projects in
the region. JD

the complete story)

PCAF, ASBs...
from page 3

However, the Municipal AFCs
posted 49% accomplishment as to the
total number of consultations with
28% accomplishment for the local
issues resolved.
For PAP 2 particular the
monitoring activities, the agency
posted 74% accomplishment of its
targeted number of participatory
monitoring and tracking. But only
45% of monitoring reports were
disseminated to concerned local
government units, regional field
offices of DA and the AFCs.
Meanwhile, the RAFC Cagayan
Valley was recognized for conducting
seven monitoring activities which

ph for the complete story)

FMR Projects...
from page 4

FMR project must be installed for
proper identification. Specifications
on the construction of concrete
marker were given to the DPWH team
for their reference.
On the issue of inaccurate
reporting, RAED Chief Engr. Marc
Adrian Baddongon noticed that
there were discrepancies on the list
provided by DA-MED and the report
of PMT team; clarifying that on the
provided list a certain FMR was tagged
complete while on PMT report, the
project is under construction.
Moreover, Engr. Baddongon
explained that DA-RAED conducts
pre-evaluation on identified area prior
to implementation of FMR project to
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AFC Visayas Summit
focuses on pressing issues,
empowering people

RAFC Chairpersons Lou Cabalde of Central Visayas (left), Esteban Conchas of Eastern Visayas (second from right), and Ricardo
Provido, Jr. (right) all agree that they should first get copies of the draft resolutions for their comments before adopting it as Visayas
Cluster resolutions. The resolutions were presented by HUCAFC Iloilo Chairperson Romeo Villanueva (second from left). (Photo
courtesy of PDD-SMS)

Thirty policy resolutions were
crafted in response to the pressing
issues and concerns in the local scene
during the 2nd Visayas-wide AFC
Summit on September 12 to 14.
The two-day summit gathered
some 60 AFC participants from
Western, Central and Eastern Visayas
to identify and discuss critical issues
besetting the agriculture and fishery
sector in the region.
The Visayas-wide AFC Summit
serves as a convergence of all Regional
and Provincial AFC Chairpersons
and Coordinators in the region to
exchange relevant ideas on the extent
of roles and responsibilities of the
AFCs on how to boost competitive
advantage of farmers and fisherfolks.
The topics discussed where
identified by RAFC Chairpersons
and Coordinators of the three

regions during the summit’s planning
workshop last June. Through the
topics presented, participants can
learn and come up with possible policy
resolutions and recommendations for
endorsement to concerned agencies
and non-government organizations.
These include Rural Women
Empowerment, Climate Resilient
Agricultural Practices, Farm Tourism
and the overview of the Coconut
sector in the region.
“With the topics presented, we
encourage you to voice out your
concerns and be objective in the open
forum. We are here to provide inputs
and guide you in crafting sound policy
resolutions,” said Floreliz Avellana,
PDD-Social Mobilization Section
Chief.
The policy resolutions in Western
Visayas focused on climate resilient

practices in agriculture and farm
tourism. Among the 10 resolutions,
the participants suggested policies
that would improve the state of rural
women in the agriculture and fishery
sector.
Central Visayas generated 10
policy resolutions that focused on
empowering its women and the
youth, strengthening its farm tourism,
and climate resilient initiatives in the
region through providing incentives
for every amount of coastal garbage
collected by its residents.
There were also 10 policy
resolutions crafted by the AFCs
from
Eastern
Visayas.
The
recommendations generated were
about climate adaptation and
mitigation advances and government
interventions to assist and encourage
See page 5
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