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Knowledge sharing 
activities highlight PCAF’s 

5-tastic anniversar y

PCAF Executive Director Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona leads the ribbon cutting ceremony during the opening of exhibit. Joining her are 
(L-R) PDCD Acting Chief Julieta Opulencia, PDD Chief Elgie Namia, Deputy Executive Director John Pagaduan, PMKMD Chief 
Estrella Tulay, Executive Assistant Edgar Cornelio and PMKMD OIC Asst. Division Chief Cleofas Ventic.

To commemorate the five 
years of existence of the Philippine 
Council for Agriculture and 
Fisheries (PCAF), series of 
knowledge sharing activities were 
conducted throughout the month-
long anniversary celebration.

The celebration kicked-off 
on June 13, 2018 wherein news 
correspondents from different 
media outlet were invited for a 
media roundtable discussion. 
PCAF and the Development 
Academy of the Philippines (DAP) 
presented the key findings and 
recommendations on a study 
about unnecessary regulatory 

burdens that affects the ease of 
doing business in the agri-fisheries 
sector.

Afterwhich, DAP’s Vice 
President and Managing Director 
Arnel Abanto presented to the 
Department of Agriculture’s 
(DA) service offices, bureaus and 
attached agencies results of the 
evaluative study.  

A week-long exhibit was 
launched at the PCAF 3rd floor 
lobby featuring the various 
activities of PCAF in participatory 
governance, multi-stakeholder 
engagement and in the crafting of 
sound and relevant policies and 

Members of the National 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
(NAF Council) approved to 
endorse the proposed PhP123.7 
billion budget of DA for fiscal year 
2019.

Composed of representatives 
of the different government 
agencies, private entities, civil 
society organizations (CSOs), 
non-government organizations 

More stories on www.pcaf.da.gov.ph
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RAFC Chairpersons assume as Farmer-Directors
In celebration of the Farmers’ 

and Fisherfolks’ month, PCAF 
conducted for the second time 
the Farmer-Director Program to 
strengthen the partnership between 
the private and government sector 

Balbina Ernesto
Cordillera Administrative 
Region

towards the development of the 
agriculture and fishery industry.

The program gives the 
Regional Agricultural and Fishery 
Council (RAFC) Chairpersons the 
opportunity to assume the roles 

and tasks of the DA-Regional Field 
Office Director throughout the 
whole month of May. 

Here are some of the 
accomplishments of the Farmer-
Directors:

Vincent Adorna
Region 1

RAFC Chairperson Ernesto encourages all 
AFC members and officers in the Municipality 
of Kapangan, Benguet to participate in the 
activities of the rural-based organizations.

The RAFC Chair also had the opportunity 
to share the AFC functions and mandates 
to Kapangan Mayor Manny Fermin for any 
possible support to MAFC Kapangan in all 
its activities. Kapangan MAFC is not yet 
institutionalized.

Isidro Acosta
Region 2

Pedrito Kalaw
Region 4-A

As a first time Farmer-Director, 
Chairperson Kalaw learned how the DA 
regional office operates by being involved in 
the discussion and decision-making as Co-
Chairperson of the regional management 
meeting. 

In one of his meetings, Chairperson 
Kalaw stressed the importance of product 
innovation, value chain and interlinkage for 
additional income of cooperative members. 
In this meeting, he suggested for a resolution 
for Virgin Coconut production standard to be 
created through Tayabas MAFCs.

Melquiades Macalintal
Region 4-B

Chairperson Macalintal shared the 
AFCs’ inputs, concerns, comments and 
recommendations gathered from the farmers 
and fisherfolks in different provinces of 
the region, pertaining to the topics/issues 
discussed in the DA-RFO 4-B Mancom 
meetings.

Alfredo Rillo
Region 5

Chairperson Rillo attended various 
consultations and visited Research and 
Development centers and breading stations. 
He also had dialogues to different sectors of 
the region.

Chairperson Adorna instructed a 
representative from the Rice Banner program 
to investigate the issue of Guyod Galimuyod 
Farmer’s Association on the awarded hand 
tractor that has no machine/motor. 

As a result, the association cannot use the 
said machinery. The Council also agreed to 
pass a resolution to RED Lucrecio Alviar, Jr. to 
DA-RFO I to directly award the machineries 
to the associations and not through the LGUs.

Chairperson Acosta suggested that the 
farmers should undergo trainings on how to 
identify different rice and corn diseases so that 
they can distinguish the abnormality of the 
plant specifically the primary and secondary 
symptoms.

Engr. Francisco 
Hernandez
Region 3

Chairperson Hernandez, during his stint 
as Farmer-Director committed the active 
participation and support of the AFCs in any 
activities of the Research Outreach Stations of 
the region.

Ricardo Provido, Jr.
Region 6

Aside from the regular meetings and events 
he attended, Chairperson Provido also gave 
notable suggestions during on his dialogues. 
He suggested that the Mango Congress in 
Guimaras should have a standardization and 
measure meter through a Brix Meter to know 
the degree of sweetness of mangoes.

Lou Cabalde
Region 7

During his stint as Farmer-Director, 
Chairperson Cabalde recommended that a 
feedback should be given to the corresponding 
AFCs, particularly about the Monitoring and 
Evaluation. The feedback should contain 
what are the actions needed to be taken and 
corrective measures have already undertaken.

Inocencio Morallos
Region 8

On behalf of RAFC Chairperson Esteban 
Conchas, Eastern Samar PAFC Chairperson 
Morallos represented the RAFC Chairperson 
as Farmer-Director. 

During the period of his term, in an 
inspection of the AKBay Paddle boats in the 
municipality of Albuera, Farmer-Director 
Morallos suggested that the local government 
unit needs to revalidate the list of the 
fisherfolks who are in need and those who 
have not yet received any help from the non-
government organizations will be prioritized.

Leonardo Caparida
Region 9

As Farmer-Director, Chairperson 
Caparida had the chance to talk to Labangan 
Municipal Mayor Eduardo Relacion about the 
inactive AFCs in the municipality that led to 
the withdrawal of its funding support for their 
quarterly consultation. 

He also suggested that MAFC Sindangan 
to pass a resolution on the road repair to access 
the organic trading post located at Sindangan, 
Zamboanga del Norte.

Edgardo Layug
Region 10

As a Farmer-Director, Chairperson Layug 
was able to talk to the City Agriculturist 

See next page
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PCAF conducts 
consultation on 

setting SRPs of  agri-
fisher y commodities

Armando Angsinco
Region 11

Chairperson Angsinco participated in 
meetings and dialogues during his term 
as Famer-Director. He also participated in 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Multi-Year Project that will provide bases in 
estimating food losses and waste baseline of 
each economy, diversion of potential existing 
programs, and cost associated with these 
programs, and determine the current situation 
of public-private partnership on food losses 
and waste and the corresponding capacity-
building needs.

Dionisio Bautista
Region 12

In his message during the Farm Family 
Congress of the Office of the Provincial 
Agriculturist in North Cotabato, Chairperson 
Bautista encouraged his co-farmers to become 
an agriprenuer, that is extending the farmers’ 
profit through market-oriented farming.

Pedro Lim
Region 13

Chairperson Lim focused on the 
prioritization of the concerns of the farmers 
and seek assistance and proper cooperation 
with each of the employee of the regional 
office.

of Valencia together with Valencia CAFC 
Chairperson Romeo and Coordinator 
Virgilia Tecson about the implementation of 
synchronous planting (SP). 

In the last MAFC meeting on May 3, the 
Council together with National Irrigation 
Administration District Manager agreed to 
implement SP which will start for the 4000 
hectares out of the 12,000-hectare rice fields in 
Valencia City.

Abdulrahman 
Macabangon
Autonomous Region 
of Muslim Mindanao 

During his stint as Farmer-Director, 
Chairperson Macabangon talked to ARMM/
Agrarian Reform Communities (ARC) Saudi 
Mangindra and verbally committed the 
support of ARMM/ ARC on the proposed 
assistance of RAFC.   JC

cont...

The four operating units 
(OUs) of PCAF, headed by their 
respective division chiefs, sketched 
out a 5-year plan and activities on 
May 21-24 in Quezon City.

The four-day workshop 
aimed to identify new strategies 
and intervention in fulfilling the 
agency’s mandate based on the 
strategic framework. 

All units were encouraged to 
prioritize activities that would 
bring about greater impact and be 
judicious in the use of resources, 
for the year 2019-2023, in carrying 
out the respective divisions’ 
functions.

In her opening message, 
PCAF Exec. Dir. Sarah Gutierrez-
Cayona expressed her gratitude 
for the commitment and expertise 
of the employees. She reminded 
the concerned staff to be more 
aggressive in working together 
towards the common goal of the 
agency.

In addition, Planning, 
Monitoring and Knowledge 
Management Division Chief 
Estrella Tulay emphasized the 
importance of setting priorities in 
crafting the strategic interventions 
per year.  JD

PCAF has successfully 
conducted the Consultation on 
the Setting of Suggested Retail 
Prices (SRPs) of Agricultural and 
Fishery Commodities on May 31 
in Quezon City to validate and 
provide comments on the data 
gathered on imposing SRPs on 
selected products.

The consultation gathered 
almost 90 participants from 
concerned government agencies 
and private stakeholders and was 
presided by the DA Secretary 
Emmanuel Piñol.

The Agriculture Department 
has prioritized setting the SRPs 
for rice, pork, beef, chicken, egg, 
onion, garlic, and fish (tilapia, 
milkfish, and round scad).

For rice, Sec. Piñol said that 
prices differ for palay, well-milled, 
and regular-milled rice. It was 
agreed that only regular-milled 
rice will be imposed with a PhP40/
kg SRP.

The DA-Bureau of Animal 
Industry presented the total 
production for raising chicken 
which costs PhP76.79/kg and 

Turn to page 7

P C A F  i d e n t i f i e s  n e w  s t r a t e g i e s 
f o r  A F M P  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 3

Two groups of PCAF staff executing one of the creative activities which focus on 
teamwork and signifies members’ important role and contribution in achieving team’s 
goals and aspirations.
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programs.
Exec. Dir. Sarah 

Gutierrez-Cayona,  together 
with Deputy Exec. Dir. 
John Pagaduan led the 
ribbon cutting and 
opening ceremony held 
on June 25. It was also 
attended by the division 
chiefs and employees of 
PCAF’s four operating 
units.

On June 26, 
PCAF’s  anniversary, a 
thanksgiving mass was 
officiated by Rev. Father 
Daniel Allan Samonte. 
In his homily, Father 
Allan reminded everyone 
on giving life more 
significance by living the 
three Hs: holy, healthy 
and happy.

This was followed 
by a simple program led 
by the Administrative, 
Financial and Management 
Division wherein plaque 
and certificate of 
recognition were awarded 
by the Human Resource 
Development Section to 
the loyalty awardees and 
retirees of the agency.

This year’s loyalty 
awardees were Arsenia 
Perez, Floreliz Avellana, 
Diana Delos Santos, 
Carolyn Tabangcura, 
Rachel Macaisa, and 
Pedro Dumaraos, Sr. for 
35 years of service.

Likewise, Carmelo 
Yambao, Cyril Soliaban 
and Freido Prado 
were also recognized 
for 25 years of service 
while Eduardo Cunan, 
Magdalena Go, and Sarah 
Bales were acknowledged 
for 20 years of service. 
Francis Asuncion was the 
lone employee awarded 
for 15 years of service.

PCAF also gave out 

Knowledge sharing...
from page 1

Opening of  Exhibit

Thanksgiving Mass and 
Recognition of  
Employees and Retirees 

GAD Film Showing: 
Walang Rape Sa Bontok

plaque of appreciation 
to the recent retirees 
namely, Benjamin 
Donor, Beverly Utanes, 
Apolonio Macaisa, and 
Joseph De Los Santos 
in recognition of their 
valuable contribution to 
the agency.         

In her message, Exec. 
Dir. Cayona said “dapat 
maging matatag tayo at 
mag-isip kung ano pa ang 
pwedeng gawin sa ahensya 
para sa ikabubuti ng lahat.” 
She then urged everyone 
to take inspiration from 
the loyalty awardees and 
retirees. 

Following the celebration, 
a film showing titled 
“Walang Rape sa Bontok” 
was conducted on June 
27. In cooperation with 
PCAF Gender and 
Development Focal Point 
System, the film was part 
of the knowledge sharing 
activities where PCAF 
staff witnessed how did 
a rapeless society ever 
become possible.

A day after the film 
showing, a high impact 
motivational/personality 
development workshop 
called “Vision Board 
Party” was organized. 
It was attended by 
PCAF’s officers, senior 
citizens and persons 
with disability (PWD) 
employees in the morning 
and selected staff in the 
afternoon.

During the workshop, 
all participants experienced 
creating their own vision 
board that focuses on 
their dreams, goals and 
desire. It was facilitated 
by Trixie Esguerra, an 
expert motivational 
speaker, event host and 
entrepreneur.

To cap the month-
long celebration, another 
knowledge sharing activity 

were organized. This time 
PCAF invited Court of Tax 
Appeal Associate Justice 
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KUD (July 3)
“Know Your 

Benefits”

Vision Board Party

Catherine Manahan to 
discuss the legal rights and 
benefits of women, PWD 
and senior citizens based 

on the book she authored 
entitled “Know Your 
Benefits”.  Participants 
were enlightened on their 

KUD (June 13)
Review of  Laws and 

Regulations to Improve 
Policy Environment 

Towards Agriculture and 
Fisheries Modernization

rights and benefits.
All these events were 

attended and participated 
by PCAF staff and some 

selected guests from the 
DA Bureaus and Attached 
Agencies.  JD
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Sec. Piñol answers issues and concerns raised by the NAF Council members during 
the meeting. Listening to him are Undersecretary for Policy and Planning, Project 
Development, Research and Regulations Segfredo Serrano and Undesecretary for 
Operations Ariel Cayanan.

(NGOs), people’s organizations, 
and farmers and fisherfolk groups, 
the NAF Council, chaired by 
Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel 
Piñol, convened on April 24 in 
Quezon City.

The NAF Council promotes 
consensus on and support for 
national agency and LGU budgets 
to finance programs and projects 
for agricultural and fisheries 
modernization.

During the meeting, it was 
reported that the agriculture and 
fisheries gross value added (GVA) 
grew by 4.0% in 2017, recovering 
from a decline of -1.2% in 2016.

 It has exceeded the Philippine 
Development Plan Targets for 
2017 and was lauded as the highest 
growth rate in ten years.

Aside from the interventions 
the DA crafted, the NAF Council 
members also recommended a 
subsidized crop insurance for 
farmers, aside from more accessible 
credit windows with low interest 
rates.

Stakeholders support...
from page 1

In support to the completion 
of the Farm-to-Market Road 
(FMR) Development Program, 
Sec. Piñol has already proposed to 
Department of Finance Secretary 
Carlos Dominguez that banks that 
do not comply with the Agri-Agra 
Law provision on allotting 25% of 
their portfolio for loans, instead of 
accepting loan, should buy FMR 
bonds to finance the critical FMR 
network in the country.

To come up with a functional 
and more efficient budget plan, 
Raul Montemayor, Chairperson of 
the Committees on Food Staples 
and International Trade suggested 
to establish guidelines to ensure 
the substantive participation of the 
private sector in the whole budget 
planning cycle.

Moreover, Committee on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Chairperson Isagani Serrano 
proposed to come up with a 
centralized budget planning that 
originates from the grassroots 
level.

“The budget process is not 
really cast in stone. We are still 
open to adjustments for the good 
of the sector,” Sec. Piñol said.

DA’s commitment for 2019

The proposed 2019 budget, 
which will be submitted to the 
Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM), is PhP61.2 
billion or 97.96% higher than this 
year’s budget under the General 
Appropriations Act (GAA).

To achieve its commitments 
for next year, the Department 
proposed to increase its budget for 
Rice Program to promote rice self-
sufficiency worth PhP13.5 billion. 

The proposed budget for the 
other DA programs are as follows: 
livestock, PhP1.5 billion; corn, 
PhP3.8 billion; high value crops, 
PhP2.4 billion; organic agriculture, 
PhP770.9M; and fisheries 
(operations), PhP19.8 billion.

By 2019, PhP76 million will 
be allotted for the Halal Food 
Industry Development Program; 
PhP2.8 billion for the Philippine 
Rural Development Program 
(PRDP); PhP21.6 billion for 
Farm-to-Market Roads; and PhP1 
billion budget for Special Area 
for Agricultural Development 
Program (SAAD).

Under the budget proposal, 
funds for locally funded projects 
are PhP25.4 billion; PhP3.3 billion 
for foreign assisted projects and 
PhP2.2 billion for Agricultural 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (ACEF).  LC

SEARCA presents 
findings on agric’l 

mechanization
To measure the effects and 

implications of the agricultural 
mechanization program on 
selected commodities, PCAF 
commissioned the services of the 
Southeast Asian Regional Center 
for Graduate Study and Research 

in Agriculture (SEARCA) to 
conduct an evaluation study on 
technological advancement in the 
agriculture and fisheries sector.

The result was presented by 
SEARCA to PCAF, members of 
the Agriculture and Fisheries 
Mechanization Committee, 
concerned national government 
agencies and other stakeholders on 
May 18 in Quezon City.

The study titled “Intensive Use 
of Mechanized Technology in the 
Agriculture Sector; An Evaluation 
of the Effects and Implications 
in Selected Commodity 
Value Chains” covered the 
mechanization components of 
the DA commodity-based banner 
programs from 2011 to 2016 which 
include production, post-harvest, 

Turn to page 8
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A F C  e x p a n d s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  M i n d a n a o , 
u n d e r g o e s  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  o a t h - t a k i n g

are sold at a farm gate price of 
PhP89.69/kg.

A fully dressed chicken costs 
PhP111.76/kg and is sold at 
wholesale for PhP122.50/kg, and 
total marketing cost amounted 
PhP127.46/kg and sold at retail for 
PhP148.75.kg.

United Broiler Raisers 
Association President Atty. Elias 
Jose Inciong mentioned that 
poultry raisers have different 
production systems and cost 
structures. 

As such, the data presented by 
BAI only reflects manufacturing 
production wherein inputs are 
oftentimes contracted.

Moreover, Julius Camania 
of Katipunan ng mga Samahang 
Magsisibuyas ng Nueva Ecija was 
worried on imposing SRP on onion 
as it may bring an increase in the 
importation of the product.

As a response, Sec. Piñol said 
that increasing the local production 

PCAF conducts...
from page 3

will deter importation. 
“The DA is targeting to expand 

onion farms to supply at least 80% 
of the local requirement,” he added.

The data of the DA-Bureau 
of Plant Industry showed that 
onion has a production cost 
of PhP120,000/ha and are sold 
at a farm gate price of PhP33/
kg, PhP43/kg in wholesale, and 
PhP53/kg in retail.

According to the Sugar 
Regulatory Administration, as of 
May 20, 2018, the quedan price 
of one sack (50kg) of sugar is 
PhP1,843.47and is sold at a retail 
price of PhP59.09/kg.

The sugar stakeholders 
suggested that there is a need to 
rehabilitate the sugarcane farms to 
increase its productivity.

Sec. Piñol mentioned that 
in Negros Oriental, a farmer is 
harvesting almost twice of the 
average sugarcane production in 
the country because of an irrigation 

system installed in his farm. 
He added that the department 

is planning to introduce solar-
powered irrigation system to 
sugar farms for the industry’s 
productivity.

For fish industry, Alonso Tan of 
the Alliance of Philippine Fishing 
Federations, Inc. commented that 
SRP cannot be set for galunggong 
(round scad) since there is no 
definite time and duration of 
fishing operation.

He added that as of May 30, 
the price of galunggong at port is 
PhP110/kg and PhP140-160/kg in 
the wet market.

Sec. Piñol invited the private 
sector to join the various 
Technical Working Groups that 
will be created as well as, further 
researches and consultation that 
will be conducted for setting the 
SRPs of basic commodities.   LC

Twenty-five new members 
of the Agricultural and Fishery 
Council (AFC) took oath during 
the orientation of the newly 
recruited Mindanao AFC members 
on April 24 to 26 in Cagayan de 
Oro City.

The three-day orientation 
is part of PCAF membership 
recruitment process for the AFCs 
to be familiarized with the agency’s 
mandates, programs and projects, 
AFC Manual of Operations 
(MoO), and functions of the 
Advisory Special Bodies (ASBs).

The AFC is the mechanism 
for private sector participation 
in the development processes at 
the regional, provincial and city/
municipal levels.

The new members are from 
Zamboanga Peninsula, Northern 
Mindanao, Davao Region, 
SOCCSKSARGEN, Caraga and the 

Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao.

The activity also acquainted 
the new volunteer-partners on 
the DA, its bureaus and attached 
agencies’ programs and projects at 
the regional, provincial, city and 
municipal levels.

“We are thankful to our new 
volunteer-partners for being part 
of this activity. It is important to 
ensure better appreciation on their 
roles and functions as members 
and officers of the AFCs,” said 
Northern Mindanao RAFC 
Chairperson Edgardo Layug.   JC
(Read full story on www.pcaf.da.gov.ph)

Alvin Racho of PCAF Partnership Development Division discusses to the 
participants the Guidelines on the Gawad Saka Search for Outstanding PAFC/
MAFC and the Guidelines on the Search for Outstanding AFC Chairpersons and 
Secretariat-Coordinators.



BUSINESS MAIL 
ENTERED AS FIRST CLASS
Postage Paid at Q.C. Central Post Office 
Under Permit No. 3C-08-11-057-NCR
Subject for Postal Inspection

The editorial team encourages everyone to 
photocopy and circulate this newsletter with proper 
acknowledgment. Everyone is also encouraged to 
contribute stories of individuals or organizations engaged 
in the development of the agri-fishery communities. 
Please e-mail pcaf.da@gmail.com or mail THE EDITOR, 
Philippine Council for Agriculture and Fisheries, 3F 
Apacible Hall, Department of Agriculture,  Elliptical Road, 
Diliman, Quezon City 1101. You may also visit our website 
at www.pcaf.da.gov.ph              

Editorial Adviser: Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona 
General Supervision: Estrella V. Tulay
Overall Production: Rachelle A. Ayllon
Layout:   Jezebel D. Campaniel
Writers: Lea P. Caliuag, 
                 Alfredo S. Jacildone III
                 Junry Y. Danila, 
                 Jezebel D. Campaniel

S e c .  P i ñ o l  c o n s u l t s 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  o n  S P I S  p r o j e c t

storage and processing facilities 
and marketing.

Researchers concentrated on 
the four major crops nationwide 
such as rice, corn, cassava 
and coffee, as it was the DA’s 
big budgeted programs for 
the past five years in terms of 
intervention on mechanization, 
and the Department assisted 
farmers through the provision of 
mechanized technologies.

Using scientifically approved 
sampling method, five regions 
were identified per commodity 
that would serve as sampling 

SEARCA presents...
from page 6

points for the conduct of the study. 
There were 95 sampling points 

per region, based on the number 
of distributed machineries and 
equipment, identified by the team 
using the stratified sampling 
technique.

For rice program, Regions 
II, III, IV-B, VI and X were the 
covered areas of the study while 
for corn program, areas identified 
were Regions I, II, VI, X and XII. 
For cassava program, Regions II, 
V, VII, X and XII were the selected 
areas and Regions CAR, IV-A, 
X, XI and CARAGA for coffee 

program. Aside from measuring 
access of farmers to production 
and post-harvest mechanization 
facilities, it also aims to capture the 
impact of mechanized technology 
on the farmers’ self-sufficiency, 
better farm income and sustainable 
livelihood.

The ultimate goal of the study 
is to generate critical policy 
recommendations in support 
to the DA’s priority agenda on 
farm mechanization that can lead 
to increased productivity and 
competitiveness.  JD (Read full story on 
www.pcaf.da.gov.ph)

“The Solar-powered irrigation 
system (SPIS) is the answer to the 
country’s rice shortage problems,” 
DA Secretary Emmanuel Piñol 
stressed during the discussion on 
the Consultation on DA’s SPIS 
Projects.

The consultation was 
spearheaded by the Bureau 
of Agricultural and Fisheries 
Engineering, in coordination with 
PCAF on June 11 in Quezon City 
that gathered participants from 
concerned government agencies, 
private sectors, contractor, and 
suppliers.

The SPIS is “an irrigation 
system powered by solar energy, 
instead of fossil fuel or electricity. It 
consists of one or more solar panels 

(also known as solar modules or 
solar plates), a pump, electronic 
controls or a controller device to 
operate the pump, storage tank, 
and conveyance structures.”

Sec. Piñol said that the 
Department is requesting 
approximately PhP60B to fund the 
project to irrigate 500,000 hectares 
(ha) for the remaining years of the 
Duterte Administration. This year, 
DA is looking to build 117 units of 
SPIS.

He also mentioned that 80,000 
ha is needed to be irrigated to meet 
the national food requirement to 
feed the growing population of 
Filipinos.

The Agriculture Secretary 
encouraged the contractors to take 

part and invest in the SPIS. He also 
urged them to deliver good quality 
products for the benefit of the 
farmers.

The discussion raised concern 
regarding New People Army 
(NPA) demanding revolutionary 
tax in some areas.

Sec. Piñol said that a special 
team will be created to coordinate 
with the local government units 
and talk to the NPA to let them 
know that these projects are for the 
benefit of the Filipino people.

Sec. Piñol proposed the 
creation of group that will meet 
regularly to discuss the solar-
powered and other renewable 
irrigation systems.  LC (Read full story 
on www.pcaf.da.gov.ph)


