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“PCAF in the 4front”
highlights anniversary
celebration

NAF Council
endorses
P213.2-B DA
budget for
FY 2018

The National Agriculture and Fisheries
Council (NAF Council) has unanimously
approved the proposed Php213.2 billion
budget of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) for fiscal year 2018.
In a meeting presided by Agriculture
Secretary Emmanuel Piñol on April 6, 2017
at the Bureau of Soils and Water Management
(BSWM) Convention Hall, the NAF Council
members composed of representatives of
the different government agencies, private
entities, civil society organizations (CSOs),
non-government organizations (NGOs),
people’s organizations, and farmers and
fisherfolks groups supported the 2018 plan
and budget proposal for the agriculture and
fishery sectors.
The proposed 2018 budget, which will
be submitted to the Department of Budget
and Management (DBM), is Php162 billion
or 316% higher than this year’s budget under
the General Appropriations Act (GAA).
The budget was crafted to achieve the
following thrusts and priorities: sustainably
increased productivity, intensified assistance
to agri-fishery enterprises/small farmers
and fisherfolk, and make available easy
access financing for farmers, fisherfolks, and
agriculture and fisheries stakeholders.
The DA has proposed Php347.7 million
for agri-fishery policy services and Php32
billion for technical and support services,
which include production support services;
market development services; extension
support, education and training services;
and research and development.
A budget of Php27 billion has been
Turn to page 8

Exec. Dir. Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona leads the ribbon cutting ceremony of PCAF Exhibit at the
agency’s lobby in celebration of its 4th anniversary.

The Philippine Council for Agriculture
and Fisheries (PCAF) celebrated its 4th year
of existence with the theme: “PCAF in the
4front” on June 27 to 30, 2017.
Heeding the strict directive of Sec.
Emmanuel Piñol on doing away with lavish
celebration, PCAF commemorated its
anniversary with simplicity, as it kicks off
its 3-day revelry with a Thanksgiving Mass
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Daniel Allan Samonte.
In his homily, he emphasized the true purpose
of our life which is to stripped off everything
unnecessary for the next life.
The ceremonial ribbon cutting followed
the thanksgiving mass. Executive Director
Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona, together with her
Executive Assistant Engr. Edgar Cornelio led
the ceremony attended by PCAF staff.
On the second day of the celebration,
a knowledge unloading day was done
spearheaded by the Knowledge Management
Section (KMS) under the Planning,

Monitoring and Knowledge Management
Division (PMKMD).
Knowledge Unloading Day or KUD
is a knowledge sharing activity being
introduced by KMS, with the main aim of
institutionalizing a learning culture within
and among PCAF staff and stakeholders. For
the month of June, two KUDs were lined up,
in time for the commemoration of the agency
anniversary.
Understanding SOGIE or Sexual
Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression
was the first KUD in the list. The orientation
on SOGIE was discussed by Atty. Jazz
Tamayo, currently the President of Rainbow
Rights Project, Inc. According to its official
Facebook page, R-Rights is a group of
lesbian and gay lawyers and activists who are
dedicated to promoting a rational discourse
on the rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals,
and transgenders (LGBTs). It is also the
only alternative lawyering non-government
Turn to page 3

DFA invites
PCAF to
participate
in 2017 UN
Oceans
Conference
PCAF took part in the United Nations
(UN) High Level Conference to Support the
Implementation of Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 14: Conserve and Sustainably
Use the Oceans, Seas, and Marine Resources
for Sustainable Development on June 5 to 9,
2017 at the UN Headquarters in New York.
Along with Department of Agriculture
(DA), Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR), National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA),
Department of Environment Natural
Resources – Biodiversity Management
Bureau (DENR-BMB), PCAF was among
the government agencies invited by the
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to
attend the 2017 UN Oceans Conference.
Executive Director Sarah GutierrezCayona, Policy Development Coordination
Division Acting Chief Julieta Opulencia,
and Executive Director of Tambuyog
Development, Inc. and PCAF – Committee
on Fisheries and Aquaculture representative,
Dina Umengan, attended the conference.
To ensure that the Philippine delegation
will be well-informed about the important
issues and discussions that will take place

Members of the Philippine delegation pose for a photo op after the preparatory meeting held at
the office of the Philippine Mission to the UN, a day before the opening of the conference. (Photo
courtesy of PDCD)

during the conference, members of the
delegation held a meeting a day before
the opening of the event at the office of
H.E. Teodoro Locsin, Jr., the Permanent
Representative of the Philippines to the UN.
During the meeting, Philippine
delegation members were designated to
attend the different plenary meetings and
side events that will be held simultaneously
throughout the conference.
2017 United Nations Oceans Conference
Co-hosted by the Governments of Fiji
and Sweden, the high-level conference was
called to be the “game changer that will
reverse the decline in the health of our ocean,
for people, planet and prosperity.”
In September 2015, the world’s leaders
representing all 193 Member States of the
UN, adopted SDG14 as an integral part of the
transformative and universal 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development.
The event aimed to identify ways and
means to support the implementation
of SDG14, build on existing successful
partnerships, and stimulate innovative and
concrete new partnerships to advance the
enactment of SDG14.
“Our task at this conference is to ensure
that SDG14 receives the support necessary to
meet its critical targets. To do that, we need to
hear the truth about the state of the Ocean, we
need to learn about the difficulties it is facing,
and most importantly, we have to assemble
the solutions required to overcome those
problems. We are here on behalf of humanity
to restore sustainability, balance and respect to
our relationship with our primal mother, the
source of all life, the Ocean,” Peter Thomson,
President of the United Nations General
Assembly, said on his message.
Turn to page 7

PCAF participates in PrepCom3 of BBNJ

Philippine delegates, (L-R) Sarah Bales; Atty. Demosthenes Escoto, BFAR; Estrella Tulay;
DA-Undersecretary Ariel Cayanan; Amb. Teodoro Locsin, Permanent Representative to
the UN; Desiree Eve Maaño, DENR-BMB; Atty. Igor Bailen, Philippine Mission; Dr. Perry
Alino, UP-MSI; and Director Rogelio Villanueva, DFA-MOAO, pose for a photo op after the
conference. (Photo courtesy of PDCD)

“All States have customary and treaty
obligations to protect and preserve the marine
environment and its resources,” a reminder
from the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
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In the Resolution 69/292 of June 2015, the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
decided to develop a new international
legally binding instrument (ILBI) under the
UNCLOS on the conservation and sustainable

PCAF QUARTERLY April to June 2017

use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond
national jurisdiction (BBNJ).
Also, UNGA decided to establish the
Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) to make
substantive recommendations and elaborate
the text of the ILBI. PrepCom started its work
in 2016 and will report on its progress by the
end of 2017.
The Philippines sent a delegation to the
third session of the Preparatory Committee
on March 27 to April 7, 2017 at UN
Headquarters, New York City.
Once again PCAF participated in the
meeting together with Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Department
of Environment and Natural Resources –
Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENRBMB), University of the Philippines – Marine
Science Institute (UP-MSI), and Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC).
For PCAF, it was attended by the
Planning, Monitoring, and Knowledge
Management Division (PMKMD) Chief
Estrella Tulay and Sarah Bales, Focal Person
for Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture
(CFA), Policy Development Coordination
Turn to page 6

Sec. Piñol designates RAFC Chairs as
Farmer-Directors for a Month
In observance of the Farmers’ and
Fisherfolk’s
Month,
Department
of
Agriculture (DA) Secretary Emmanuel
Piñol recently signed a Memorandum Order
dated March 27, 2017 designating Regional
Agricultural and Fishery Council (RAFC)
Chairpersons as DA-Regional Field Office
(RFO) Director for the month of May.
As Farmer-Directors, the RAFC
chairpersons assume the roles and tasks of
DA-RFO Director in the implementation
and dissemination of key programs of the
department.
For almost 30 years, the AFC has been
serving as partners of the government from
the grassroots level in deliberating issues and
concerns, and translating these into policy
and program recommendations for the
government decision-makers to adopt.

“Since this is the first time PCAF
launched the Farmer-Director program,
we are hoping that our RAFC Chairpersons
will understand how the position works and
hopefully create collaboration and stronger
ties between the government and private
sector,” said PCAF Executive Director Sarah
Gutierrez-Cayona.
In a meeting with the RAFC Chairpersons
prior to the Turn-Over Ceremony, Exec. Dir.
Gutierrez-Cayona presented the chairpersons’
responsibilities and limitations on their roles.
The 16 Farmer-Directors will act as a
presiding officer during the regional office’s
Management
Committee
(ManCom)
meetings, and provide agenda that have been
discussed by the regular Regional Executive
Directors (REDs) and the ManCom
participants.

During their assumption, the FarmerDirectors can also deal with semi-policy
determining activities that are covered with
standard operating procedures and rules. The
Farmer-Director can discuss matters with the
regular REDs but the REDs still have the final
decision.
While the Farmer-Director assume
for one month, the regular DA-REDs are
encouraged to engage in monitoring of the
programs and projects within their respective
jurisdiction, and to have dialogues with the
local chief executives.
The regular DA-REDs also need to
conduct a RAFC sectoral meeting where they
will serve as the presiding officers. They are
expected to generate issues and concerns of
each sector and draw recommendations on
how to address them. (See page 6 for related
story)

on climate change and the environment,
hosted another KUD in the form of film
showing.
The film entitled “Lakbay2Love”,
produced by Erasto Film was about the
environment, featuring local talents that
promotes biking as a form of exercise and
hobby that will hopefully help ease down
the carbon footprints being left behind by
motorized vehicles. The film was endorsed
by the Dept. of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and the Philippine
Commission for Women (PCW).
To cap the 4th anniversary celebration,
the
Administrative,
Financial
and
Management Division (AFMD) Chief Fidelia
De Asis-Andres and the Human Resource
Development Section (HRDS) Chief Braulio
Castro Jr. together with PCAF’s Exec. Dir.
Cayona and Deputy Executive Director Engr.
Alexander Daroya handed certificates of
loyalty to PCAF staff in recognition of their
continuous and satisfactory service to the

government for at least 10 years and beyond.
This year’s awardees include the recently
retired employees namely: Sesinando
Olgado, Manuel Jarmin, Marcia Lanuza,
Susan Foronda, and Agapita Agustin. Elgie
Namia was also awarded for her 40 years
in government service, while the awardees
for 35 years in service were Maria Riza
Pamplona, Julieta Opulencia, Irene Camba,
DED Daroya, Atanacia Coronel, Francia
Macalintal, and Endri Songcuya.
Eleven employees were also awarded for
serving the government for 25 years. They
were Estrella Tulay, Celso Mateo, Jr., Troadio
Montemayor, Braulio Castro, Jr., Lucila Cruz,
Conchita Del Rosario, Merlyn Galdonez,
Michael Rey Lazaro, Recto Villamayor and
Catherine Viray. For serving the government
for 15 years, Jesus Rentosa, Jr. was the lone
awardee, while there was no awardee for the
10 years in service.
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organization (NGO) catering to sexual
minorities and the only LGBT organization
primarily utilizing law, legal procedures and
its mechanisms to promote LGBT rights.
Before
the
orientation
started,
participants were given an activity wherein
the attendees must fill up the bingo sheet
by finding fellow participants who fit in
the description of each box. Four concepts
were highlighted during the discussion;
assigned sex at birth, gender identity, gender
expression and sexual orientation.
According to Rachelle Ayllon, Chief of
KMS, understanding SOGIE is important if
we are really serious with our commitment
in achieving inclusive development.
Because inclusive development is creating
an environment that upholds equal
opportunities for everyone, as well as making
everyone both a partner and a beneficiary of
development.
On the third day of the anniversary week,
PMKMD-KMS, to further create awareness

PCAF highlights NSC-CPLFC
and CFA on Livestock and
Aquaculture Expo PCAF

.

joined the Livestock 2017
Philippines Expo, Aquaculture
Philippines, Philmeat 2017 and
Feeds Expo Philippines 2017
on May 24 to 26, 2017 at the
SMX Convention Center, Pasay
City. The PCAF exhibit provided
an opportunity to showcase its
mandate and to highlight the
National Sectoral Committees
(NSCs) – Committee on Poultry,
Livestock, and Feed Crops
(CPLFC) and Committee on
Fisheries and Aquaculture (CFA)
where it serve as a consultative
venue for the Department of
Agriculture and related agencies,

national industry
groups, and civil
society organizations.
The three-day event
provided a venue for
more than 200 local and
international exhibitors
to promote their products
and services related to
poultry, livestock, feed
crops, and fisheries
industry. Photo shows
PCAF Executive Director
Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona
and Estrella Tulay, Chief
of PMKMD, answer
queries of a farmer from
Region 3 about livestockrelated matters.
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PCAF stages island-wide orientations for
new AFC members

(L-R) PCAF-VMS Chief Conchita del Rosario listens to one of the participants during the Luzon A Cluster AFC Orientation, while a participant
from the Luzon B-Visayas Clusters asks question to DA-RFO VI Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation Division Chief Mila Talabong as she
presents Sec. Piñol’s 10-Point Agenda. (Photos courtesy of PDD)

Months after the launch of the
recruitment period of new members of the
Agricultural and Fishery Council (AFC), the
PCAF commenced the first and second leg
of the island-wide orientations of the newly

recruited AFC members.
A total of 29 new AFC members
from regions 1, 2, 3, 4-A and Cordillera
Autonomous Region, which composed the
Luzon A Cluster, gathered on June 6 to 8 at

the Philippine Rice Research Institute in
Science City of Muñoz in Nueva Ecija. It
was immediately followed by another batch
Turn to page 7

Local Sectoral Committee reps
discuss industry gaps at National
ComCrops Committee meeting

RAFC Sectoral Committee representatives Victor Sanque of Region 4-B, Allan Macansantos of
RAFC 11, Adbulmuna Bairulla of ARMM and Camar Paidumama of RAFC 12 during the ComCrops
Committee meeting.

To ensure continuous development
of sector-based consultations, Regional
Agricultural and Fishery Council (RAFC)
Sectoral Committee representatives joined
the National Sectoral and Strategic Concerns
Committee-Commercial Crops Committee
(NSC-SCCs- ComCrops) in a meeting on
May 3, 2017.
In the discussion presided by the Coffee
and Cacao Industry Development SubCommittee, the NSC-SCCs were joined by
Victor Sanque of Region 4-B, Adbulmuna
Bairulla of ARMM, Camar Paidumama of
RAFC 12, and Allan Macansantos of RAFC
11 to get updates from the national level and
air local issues and concerns.
“This is a good opportunity for us in

4

the local. At least, we can get first-hand
information, we can also update and
immediately discuss the concerns and issues
that bother us,” said Macansantos in an
interview after the meeting.
The AFC is PCAF’s mechanism for private
sector participation in the development
processes at the regional, provincial and
municipal levels.
Like the NSC-SCCs, the AFCs also
maintains
sectoral
committees
that
specifically address sectoral problems, issues
and concerns towards the formulation of
policies, plans, programs, projects and
actions.
On the other hand, ComCrops
Committee Chairperson David Santos
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stressed the importance of talking to their
local counterparts.
“We got to hear fresh reports coming
from the ground. Today’s meeting is an
inclusive participation of our stakeholders,
hindi lamang po yung mga big private groups
or companies na stakeholder ng industry, pati
rin yung mga small producers. What we have
heard were something new for us that we
don’t usually hear at the national level,” said
Chairperson Santos.
Chairperson Santos also stressed the
importance of PCAF as a venue where
everyone in the industry has the chance
to voice their concerns which could be
addressed by the involved agencies. He
particularly mentioned the presence of the
representatives from the financing institutions
like the Quedan and Rural Credit Guarantee
Corporation’s (QuedanCor).
“Sa policy-making naman, the main
question is how can we link the Sectoral
Groups na matugunan yung mga problema
ng mga magsasaka? For example, is the access
to credit. How can a small farmer access a
credit from QuedanCor, from LandBank,” he
said.
The
RAFC
Sectoral
Committee
representatives attended the Coffee Industry
Development Sub-Committee meeting in
the morning. The group discussed the next
steps after the Philippine Coffee Industry
Roadmap has been signed, the Proposed
Good Agricultural Practices trainings, and
the Philippine National Standard for Various
Agricultural Machinery for Coffee.
Meanwhile, the Cacao Industry
Development Sub-Committee commenced in
See next page

.

PCAF holds oath-taking ceremony and orientation for newly hired and promoted employees After months of

deliberation, PCAF finally released the names of newly hired and promoted employees of the agency on May 31, 2017. PCAF
officially hired a total of 46 permanent employees to join its workforce. Of this 46, 30 were newly hired while 16 were promoted
from the ranks. “I believe that we have enough competent people in PCAF who will lead this agency towards excellence. To attain
this, we should strive to do the best in everything we do. This might be a tough challenge, but with your cooperation, determination
and teamwork, we can overcome the challenge,” PCAF Executive Director Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona. Photo shows the oath-taking
ceremony and orientation of the newly hired and promoted employees headed by Exec. Dir. Cayona on June 2, 2017. Present to
witness the event were Personnel Selection Board head and Officer-in-Charge (OIC) Deputy Executive Director Alexander Daroya
and its members including PDD Chief Elgie Namia; PDCD OIC Chief Julieta Opulencia; and PMKMD Chief Estrella Tulay. They were
joined by assistant division chiefs and section chiefs of the Operating Units. (Visit www.pcaf.da.gov.ph/ for the complete list.)

Local Sectoral...
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the afternoon and talked about the highlights
of the Methodology of Data Collection
on Coffee, Cacao, Rubber, Rootcrops and

To come up with doable policy
recommendations for the management
of the Blue Swimming Crab (BSC), key
industry players convened for a Roundtable
Discussion (RTD) on BSC on April 24, 2017
at the PCAF Apacible Conference Room in
Quezon City.
The discussion aims to further strengthen
the existing initiatives of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
and the private sector on BSC management
through policy recommendations.
Upon the finalization of the Philippine
Development Plan this year, there was an
instruction to review all plans and programs
to translate it into strategic action plans for
poverty reduction and attainment of inclusive
growth for the agri-fishery sector.
In response, the PCAF – National
Sectoral Committees (NSCs) – Committee
on Fisheries and Aquaculture (CFA)
organized the RTD to identify key concerns
of stakeholders in terms of the management
and socio economic aspects of BSC.
Along with sardines, shrimp, and
prawns, BSC is one of the important fishery
commodities that the PCAF-CFA included
in its priority agenda for policy development
and recommendation.
During the RTD, Josette Emlen
Genio, Program Director of the Philippine
Association of Crab Processors, Inc. (PACPI),
provided an update on BSC status as of 2015.
The five biggest producing regions
of BSC in the Philippines are Region VI
(Western Visayas), Region V (Bicol Region),
Region IV-B (Palawan), Region VIII (Eastern
Visayas), and Region IV-A (CALABARZON).
The country’s BSC reported export was
more than 4,200 metric tons in 2015.

Fiber Crops, the next steps after the signing
of the Philippine Cacao Roadmap and the
Philippine National Standard for Various

Agricultural Machinery for Cacao. (Visit
www.pcaf.da.gov.ph/ for the complete
story and photos)

PCAF organizes roundtable
discussion on BSC Mgmt

BSC key players identify issues and concerns that hamper the industry during the roundtable
discussion.

Genio said that PACPI continues to
engage in various activities such as BSC
stock assessment and data collection, impact
assessment, mapping/zoning of municipal
waters, IEC monthly campaigns and focus
group discussions with crab fishers.
Furthermore, she suggested harmonizing
all existing BSC projects/programs and
establish a repository BSC database to avoid
duplication to ensure easy access for its
management.
Tambuyog
Project
Coordinator,
Cristopher Rey Cadiz, also recommended to
organize BSC fisherfolk since they are mostly
divers who do not own lands and live at

poverty threshold.
Teresita de Jesus, Acting Chairperson
of CFA, encouraged collaboration among
concerned agencies/organizations, as well as
to further look into the present status of BSC
to arrive at recommendations on possible
areas.
Dr. Maria Rowena Eguia of SEAFDECAquaculture
Department
suggested
that efforts among government agencies
and institutions/academe should be
synchronized/consolidated to establish a
strong network to facilitate funding for the
conduct of further BSC study, as well as for
the continuity of the research activity.
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Farmer-Director
Program boosts
RAFC Chairpersons’
drive to serve
Agri-Fishery
sector
“A learning opportunity” and “honor”
capped off the one-month term of 16
Regional Agricultural and Fishery Council
(RAFC) Chairpersons who took the post of a
Farmer-Director in their respective regions in
May 2017.
Right after Labor Day, RAFC
Chairpersons assumed the roles and tasks
of the Department of Agriculture-Regional
Field Office (DA-RFO) Director through a
Memorandum dated March 27, 2017 signed
by Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel “Manny”
Piñol.
“As RAFC Chairperson, I just want to
serve my fellow farmer and fisherfolk in the
province through my expertise in agriculture.
To be called as a Farmer-Director, even for a
month is a remarkable opportunity for me to
help them more, and it uplifts my dignity as
a man, as a husband and as a businessman,”
said Region 3 RAFC Chairperson Francisco
Hernandez.
This is the first time that the Philippine
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF)
Turn to page 8
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Division (PDCD).
The conference was attended by the UN
Member States to continue discussions on the
draft text of an international agreement to
manage biodiversity in the high seas.

Informal working group discussions
The third session of the PrepCom was
expected to make substantive progress on
developing the building blocks of a new ILBI
on marine biodiversity in the deep seas.
During the two-week session, delegates
met in informal working groups and in
plenary to consider: marine genetic resources
(MGR), including questions on benefitsharing; measures such as area-based
management tools (ABMT), including marine
protected areas (MPA); environmental impact
assessments (EIA); capacity building and
marine technology transfer (CB&TT); and
cross-cutting issues, such as the scope of an
ILBI, its relationship with other instruments,
and its institutional arrangements.
Discussions focused on the legal regime
applicable to marine genetic resources of
areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ)
with views still divergent on the applicable
legal regime, namely the common heritage of
mankind or the freedom of the high seas.
The talks on access and benefit sharing
looked into how and what regulations
are needed. Suggestions ranged from the
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institution of a notification requirement, to
a prior informed consent procedure, access
permits and fees, and conditioning access to
payments to a benefit-sharing fund.
Participants also recommended the
establishment of a clearing-house mechanism
(CHM) for information sharing and for
matching needs and available expertise.
Delegates addressed governance models,
considering three options suggested by the
chair of ABMTs, including MPAs, which
include the “global model,” “hybrid model,”
and “regional and/or sectoral model.”
Global model establishes a global
institution to consider and decide on ABMT
proposals; hybrid model reinforces regional
and sectoral organizations’ mandates through
regional coordination mechanisms, and
providing global guidance and oversight;
and regional and sectoral model recognizes
regional and sectoral bodies’ authority for
decision making, monitoring and review of
ABMTs.
The informal working group also had a
substantive exchange of views which assisted
in better understanding how EIAs may be
addressed in the ILBI.
During the discussion, two different
approaches on how to deal with transboundary
EIAs were put forward namely: “activityoriented” which based on the location of the
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activity, not the location of the impacts; and
“impact-oriented” that based on the location
of the impact, not the location of the activity.
UNCLOS provided for the development
of capacity building and marine technology
transfer. It is vitally an important tool
to conserve and sustainably use marine
biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction. These are also pushed as one
of the elements of the ILBI. The Philippines
proposes capacity building should be a precondition to access of resources in the ABNJ.
The Philippines provided a list of critical
areas for capacity development, including
marine taxonomy, bioinformatics, and
implementation of EIAs and ABMTs.
On cross-cutting issues, delegations
debated how to avoid undermining existing
regional and sectoral bodies, and how the
ILBI could interface with other agreements
and conventions.
PrepCom3 was largely seen as the last
fully substantive session, because the fourth
and final sessiom in July will need to reach
agreement on recommendations to the
General Assembly on whether to convene
an intergovernmental conference to shift
the process to a final negotiating phase.The
last session of PrepCom will convene on
July 2017. - With reports from International
Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)
and United Nations (UN)

DFA invites...

from page 2
Outcomes
of
the
Ocean
Conference include “Call for Action,” an
intergovernmentally agreed declaration
to be adopted by consensus; co-chairs’
summaries of seven partnership dialogues;
and list of voluntary commitments for the
implementation of Goal 14.
Voluntary commitments are initiatives
to be voluntarily undertaken by different
concerned stakeholders that aim to contribute
to the SDG14.
The Philippine government registered
the country’s voluntary commitment. These
include the conduct of National Search for
Outstanding Coastal Community Malinis at
Masaganang Karagatan (MMK) (Clean and
Plentiful Ocean), National Stock Assessment
Program (NSAP), and the Coastal and Marine
Ecosystems Management Plan (CMEMP).
During the partnership dialogues,
scientific updates as well as identified
solutions and practical recommendations to
address identified gaps and challenges were
presented and discussed.
The discussion revolved on the following
themes: addressing marine pollution;
managing, protecting, conserving and
restoring marine and coastal ecosystems;
minimizing
and
addressing
ocean
acidifications; making fisheries sustainable;
and increasing economic benefits to Small
Island Developing States and Least Developed
Countries and providing access for smallscale artisanal fishers to marine resources and

markets.
It also discussed the increasing scientific
knowledge, and developing research capacity
and transfer of marine technology, and
enhancing the conservation and sustainable
use of oceans and their resources by
implementing international law as reflected
in the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea.
The Philippine Delegation was given
an opportunity to raise other elements that
they consider to be relevant, particularly, on
the discussions on managing, protecting,
conserving and restoring marine and coastal
ecosystems and making fisheries sustainable.
“The Philippines has put in place several
sector-specific action plans, such as the Coral
Triangle Initiative National Plan of Action
(CTI-NPOA), and the Comprehensive
National Fisheries Industry Development
Plan (CNFIDP), to protect and conserve
coastal and marine resources,” Locsin said in
his statement.
He also added that “Other governance
modalities have also been initiated to facilitate
establishment of conservation areas like the
local conservation areas and Indigenous
Community Conserved Areas (ICCAs) to
ensure full participation of the local and
indigenous communities, and other relevant
stakeholders.”
SDG was largely seen as a roadmap to
improve ocean management and to sustain
livelihoods at the local, national, regional, and

Teodoro Locsin, Jr., Permanent Representative
of the Philippines to the UN delivering the
country statement during the plenary meeting.

global scales.
The full outcome of the conferences is on
https://oceanconference.un.org/

PCAF stages ...

from page 4
composed of 25 AFC members from regions
4-B, 5, 6, 7 and 8 or the Luzon B-Visayas
Cluster, who came together at the Aklan State
University in Banga, Aklan on June 14 to 16.
PCAF’s
Partnership
Development
Division (PDD)-Volunteers Management
Section Chief Conchita del Rosario
presented the AFC Manual of Operations
which contains their roles, responsibilities,
limitations and benefits as new volunteerpartners of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) from the countryside.
The orientation would ensure that all
new members have a common and shared
understanding on the department, the agency
and the council.
In the two separate events, PCAF’s PDD
Assistant Division Chief Soledad Bernardo
emphasized to the new AFCs the importance
of people participation and of being a servant
leader.
The new AFC members were also
familiarized on the programs and projects of
the DA, its attached agencies and bureaus at
the regional, provincial and municipal level.
One of their responsibilities stressed
during the Luzon and Visayas orientations
is the need to conduct meetings regularly.
According to PDD, these meetings provide
venue for discussion and resolutions of issues
and concerns in the grassroots level.

“These meetings serve as consultations
about the issues from your home provinces.
As AFCs, you can formulate policy
recommendations, resolutions through a
council to address these issues and concerns,”
said PDD-Social Mobilization Section Chief
Floreliz Avellana during the Luzon A Cluster

DA, DTI secretaries sign the Cacao
Industry Roadmap. The Cacao Industry

Roadmap for 2017-2022 has already been
signed by DA Secretary Emmanuel Piñol
and Department of Trade Industry (DTI)
Secretary Ramon Lopez on March 7,
2017 at Malacañan Palace, along with the
Coffee Industry Roadmap. The roadmap is
envisioned as the embodiment of how the
industry will achieve its goals of inclusive
growth through a value chain approach,

orientation.
Aside from the Luzon A and Luzon
B-Visayas Clusters, the Mindanao Cluster
which includes regions 9, 10, 11, 12, Caraga
and the Autonomous Region of Muslim
Mindanao will conduct their orientation in
September.

as well as increased and sustained yields
and incomes, improved farm productivity
and enhancement of farmers’ capabilities
and skills. Photo shows President Rodrigo
Duterte poses for a photo op with DA
and DTI secretaries, Senator Cynthia
Villar, key officials from DA and DTI, and
representatives from PCAF and NSCSCC-Committee on Commercial Crops,
and industry stakeholders after signing the
roadmap. (Malacañan Photo Bureau)
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proposed for irrigation network services, with
Php92.8 million for farm-to-market road
network services, Php9.5 billion for agricultural
and fishery equipment, machinery and facilities
support services, Php10.8 billion for agriculture
and fishery regulatory services, and Php50.5
billion for credit services.
The department increased its budget for rice
program to promote rice self-sufficiency worth
Php43.3 billion. The proposed budget for the other
DA programs are as follows: livestock, Php2.4
billion; corn, Php3.5 billion; high value crops,
Php3 billion; organic agriculture, Php895.4M; and
fisheries (operations), Php14.8 billion.
By 2018, Php44 million will be allotted

for the Halal Food Industry Development
Program; Php7.9 billion for the Philippine
Rural Development Program (PRDP); Php42.8
billion for Farm-to-market Roads; and Php1.2
billion budget for Special Area for Agricultural
Development Program (SAAD).
Aside from the key programs and projects, the
department will also take on the recommendations
from the NAF Council members. These include
establishment of solar-powered irrigation systems,
increase enforcement activities in line with RA
10654, support to the establishment of clonal
and seed gardens, and promotion of sustainable
management and replenishing the degraded land
and water resources, among others.

Sec. Piñol assured that the DA’s proposed
budget and plan for 2018 will be efficiently utilized
and properly implemented.
“The current administration, especially the
DA, is strongly enforcing the necessary measures
to fight corruption. The current administration
should be given the chance to prove to the public
that they will promote transparency in all levels of
government,” he said.
He also added that he has directed all DA
bureaus and attached agencies to ensure the
utilization of at least 90% of their budget per
quarter, as well as monitor and guarantee the
efficient spending of these funds.

learnings,
accomplishments,
observations
and recommendations on how to improve
the DA services. The post also earned them
a responsibility to sit and get updates on the
programs and projects of the Department’s
regional offices through weekly Management
Committee (ManCom) meetings.
Some RAFC Chairpersons pointed out
pressing concerns in the regional offices and
other departments that impede the flow of
program and project implementations.
“I really appreciate the staff and their warm
welcome. However, as I observed the work force,
I saw that there are some flaws in the structure
that slows down the operation, and I have
already included it in my report to the RED,”
said Cordillera Autonomous Region RAFC
Chairperson Balbina Ernesto.
As
Officer-in-Charge,
the
RAFC
Chairpersons were also asked to give their
recommendations on both policy and performed
non-policy determining activities, however
signing is not allowed.
Aside from visiting facilities, attending
various consultations and events, inspection
of banner DA programs, media interviews, the
Farmer-Directors took the opportunity to talk to
the AFCs at the regional, provincial, down to the
municipal level.
The RAFC Chairpersons also stressed their
significant accomplishments during the one-

month term as Farmer-Director. In general,
RAFC Chairpersons created strategic linkage
with the regional staff and LGUs in terms of
coordination and engagement concerns.
Aside from information awareness on the
importance of AFCs and the agriculture industry
to different sectors, some Chairpersons worked
on the reactivations of the Municipal AFCs in
their regions, wherein they have conducted
refresher on the mandate of the council. They
have also administered the implementation,
monitoring and identification of beneficiaries of
DA-funded programs and projects.
While the RAFC Chairpersons appreciate
the opportunity, one of their recommendations is
to conduct an inclusive briefing that entails the
essential details of the program, weeks before the
scheduled start of the program.
They have suggested that PCAF should
conduct a planning and coordination workshop
with the RAFC Chairpersons, Regional Executive
Directors or their representatives, and the agency,
possibly by mid-March, to discuss the changes in
the guidelines to be implemented in May 2018.
Region 12 RAFC Chairperson Dionisio
Bautista also recommended to “state in the
guidelines that a DA RFO personnel along with
the RAFC Coordinator will be assigned to assist
the Farmer-Directors in all their activities”. The
assistance will help them to document properly
their accomplishments as well as the issues and
concerns they have gathered.

Farmer-Director ...
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conducted the Farmer-Director Program to
strengthen the partnership between the private
and government sector towards the development
of the agriculture and fishery industry.
The program is one of the approaches to
enhance further understanding of the RAFC
Chairpersons in the internal and external
processes, programs and projects of the
government by giving the opportunity to work at
the helm of the regional offices of the department.
With this approach, both sides are expected
to comprehend and correspond to the distinct
perspective of each sector that will eventually
result in enhanced delivery of services.
The Farmer-Director activity was part of
the celebration of the Farmers’ and Fisherfolk’s
month observed every May.
Regions 8 and 9 Chairpersons Esteban
Conchas and Leonardo Caparida both agreed
that performing as Farmer-Director also offers
them a chance to reflect on how they can
contribute in the department and its attached
agencies and bureaus. According to the
Chairpersons, the activities also inspired them to
recommend alternative policies and in increasing
awareness among stakeholders in particular to
the Local Government Units (LGUs), People’s
Organizations, Non-Government Organizations,
etc. on the AFCs.
In the terminal reports submitted by
the RAFC Chairpersons, they indicated their
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