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DA,DTI Secretaries sign Coffee
Industry Roadmap for FY 2017-2022

President Rodrigo Duterte poses for a photo op after Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Piñol and Trade and Industry Secretary Ramon Lopez signed
the Philippine Coffee Industry Roadmap 2017-2022 at the Malacañan Palace. Photo shows the President together with Sen. Cynthia Villar (7th from
left), key officials from DA and representatives from PCAF, NSC-SCCs-Commercial Crops Committee and industry stakeholders. (Photo courtesy of
Malacañan Photo Bureau.)

After a series of meetings and
consultations with the key industry players,
the National Roadmap for Coffee FY 2017 to
2022 was finally signed by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) Secretary Emmanuel Piñol
and Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
Secretary Ramon Lopez on March 7, 2017 at
Malacañan Palace.
Together with the industry stakeholders,

President Rodrigo Duterte witnessed the
signing of the roadmap.
In a previous meeting organized by
the Philippine Council for Agriculture and
Fisheries (PCAF), government agencies along
with the private sector stakeholders convened
on January 5, 2017 at PCAF Apacible Hall
in Quezon City for the finalization of the
national roadmap to further strengthen and

boost the competitiveness of the Philippine
coffee industry.
The objectives of the roadmap are to
provide a comprehensive assessment of the
Philippine coffee industry; analyze market
trends and identify opportunities; define
goals and develop strategies to increase yield,
lessen importation and improve farmers’
Turn to page 3

PCAF consults ASBs on 2018 Plan and Budget Proposal
Chairpersons from the PCAF Advisory
Special Bodies (ASBs) signed a joint resolution
endorsing the agency’s draft plan and budget
proposal for fiscal year 2018 subject to their
recommendation to the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM) on March 9,
2017 at the Department of Agriculture (DA)
New Building in Quezon City.
The joint resolution was the result of
PCAF’s Civil Society Organization (CSO)
Consultation on the agency’s draft plan and
budget for next year. The agency took into
account the inputs and comments generated

from its ASBs.
The consultation is in accordance with
the government’s policy on Participatory
Development which ensures participation of
CSO in policymaking, planning, budgeting,
monitoring and evaluation through the
issuance of DBM National Budget Circular
No. 536, dated January 31, 2012.
Headed by OIC Executive Director Sarah
Gutierrez-Cayona, PCAF key employees
answered queries and noted the suggestions
of the eight NSC and 14 regional AFC
(RAFC) chairpersons, along with the RAFC

coordinator present in the consultation.
“The government recognizes the
importance of engaging CSOs in the
planning and budgeting, monitoring and
implementation. As an advocate of private
sector participation, we at PCAF are always
eager to engage our stakeholders in the
process of undertaking important activities
that will define our plan and budget,” said
OIC Cayona in her message.
She also added that stakeholders’
participation is a vital way in promoting good
governance, transparency and accountability
Turn to page 3

PCAF responds to REOs, RAFC
coordinators, regional staff
concerns

RAFC 5 Executive Officer Aloha Gigi Bañaria clarifies some concerns to PDD Chief Elgie Namia
and PDD-Capacity Development Section Chief Arsenia Perez during the AFC Operational Meeting.

In its quest to ensure that the activities in
the local level is in symmetry with that of the
national, PCAF hear out and responded on the
issues and concerns confronting the operation
of the Agricultural and Fishery Council (AFC)
during its Operational Meeting on March 1 to
3, 2017.
The three-day event gathered Regional
AFC (RAFC) coordinators, RAFC executive
officers (REOs), and PCAF’s regional technical
staff from 16 regions at the Fertilizer and
Pesticide Authority Conference Hall, Bureau of
Animal Industry Compound in Quezon City.
Different pressing concerns from requests for

the conduct of trainings, budget support up to
the confirmation of previous policy resolutions
that the council submitted were discussed.
Led by PCAF’s Officer-in-Charge
Executive
Director
Sarah
GutierrezCayona, key employees from the agency’s
Partnership Development Division (PDD);
Policy Development and Coordination
Division (PDCD), Administrative, Finance
and Management Division, and Planning,
Monitoring and Knowledge Management
Division were on board to respond to the
questions raised by the participants.
“The Operational Meeting, which we do

on a semestral basis, is PCAF’s way to listen
and respond to our technical staff, RAFC
coordinators as well as the REOs’ concerns.
By attending to these, we can develop clear
cut strategies that will lessen their loads,” said
PDD Chief Elgie Namia.
During the meeting, 2017 priority policy
agenda that would serve as the basis for crafting
the AFC regional agenda were presented, as
well as the Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
Priority Thrusts. This will help the AFCs to
align its priorities with the department.
These will also help PCAF’s volunteerpartners to develop sound and specific policy
recommendations based on the needs of their
communities.
Among the highlights of the event
is the sharing of best practices that can
be adopted by other regions in terms of
monitoring and evaluation, developing policy
recommendations and resolutions, and
strategies on how to meet the adoption rate
target of policy recommendations.
The participants also raised their interest
on the development of PDD’s Database
Management System (DBMS). The most
important purpose of DBMS is to store and
transform data into information to support
decision making.
The database systems will include the
trainings available, AFC membership profile,
and the consultations and resolutions tracking
system.
Aside from these, RAFC Coordinators
also finalized the schedule of activities for the
calendar year 2017.

CPLFC Addresses Citizen Petition. In an inter-agency meeting among the Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of
Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), and Housing and Land Use
Regulatory Board (HLURB) held on February 28, 2017 at Apacible Hall in Quezon City, solutions to the citizen’s petition to stop
the operation of poultry farms encroaching residential areas, were explored. Through the PCAF National Sectoral Committee –
Committee on Poultry, Livestock and Feed Crops (NSC-CPLFC), the meeting was called to resolve the complaints of residents living
near broiler farms to stop their operations due to swarms of flies and foul odor. To address the issue that hampers the development of
the sector, CPLFC passed a resolution recommending the DA to urge the DILG to impose a three-year moratorium on the closure of
broiler farms in the country. Photo shows DA Undersecretary for Operations Ariel Cayanan and CPLFC Chaiperson Dr. Rufina Salas
presiding the meeting, as participants raised their issues and concerns that confront the poultry industry.
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DA and DTI...

from page 1

income; and recommend action plans using
the coffee value chain framework for 2017 to
2022 for a competitive and vibrant industry.
It is crafted based on the stakeholders’

pursuit of inclusive growth models thru the
value chain approach and to sustain increases
in yields and incomes, improved farm
productivity and enhance farmers’ technical

Photo shows some of the members of the committee with Undersecretary for High Value Crops
and Rural Credit Evelyn Laviña reviewing the Philippine coffee industry roadmap during the
consultation on January 5.

PCAF consults...

from page 1

especially in the allocation and utilization of
public funds.
On the other hand, one of the
concerns raised on the undertaking was the
participation of provincial and municipal
AFCs (MAFC) in the planning, budgeting
and monitoring processes at the local levels,
particularly at the DA Regional Field Offices.
The volunteer-partners also suggested to
include the MAFCs in the local monitoring
teams and likewise to include capability
building activities like trainings on planning,
budgeting and monitoring, as well as public
finance processes for the municipal AFCs, as
well as the regional and provincial levels.
The proposed budget for the participation
of Regional Sectoral Chairperson at the
National Sectoral and Strategic Concerns
Committees meetings, and the purchase of
vehicles and laptops for AFCs were included
in the recommendation. They have also
suggested the provision of insurance covering
cases of natural death in addition to accidents,
and the incentives of 487 municipal AFC
coordinators.
To keep them abreast of the latest
DBM issuances and be enlightened in the
preparation of FY 2018 Plan and Budget
Proposal, PCAF also presented the DBM’s
guidelines.

capability and skills and to create avenues for
food security and poverty alleviation.
The roadmap includes industry situation,
value chain analysis, market analysis, SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities,
Threats ) analysis, strategy formulation and
action planning.
Towards the effective implementation of
the roadmap, the participants recommended
to regularly revisit market trends and
prospects overview, especially the figures
on per capita consumption and the average
annual growth for coffee. Likewise, improve
marketability by including the value-adding
(primary and secondary processing) in the
industry goals as well as the adoption of
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and
environment-friendly technologies.
Clarifications on the functions of the
proposed Philippine Coffee Council in the
roadmap, to differentiate it from the role of
the PCAF – Coffee Industry Development
Sub-Committee, were also raised during the
meeting.
Furthermore, the participants noted
that the approved Philippine coffee industry
roadmap can be amended to suit the changing
economic and social environment, should the
need arise.
Along with the coffee roadmap, the
National Roadmap for Cacao for the year
2017 to 2022 was also signed by both the DA
and DTI secretaries.

(Top) Hazel Tanchuling
of the NSC-SSCCommittee on
Climate Change asks
questions during the
presentation of the
PCAF’s draft 2018 plan
and budget proposal.
Listening were CSO
representatives
from the RAFC
Chairpersons and
members of the NSCSSCs. (Below) PCAF
OIC Deputy Exec.
Dir. Alexander Daroya
discusses some points
on the draft plan and
budget proposal.
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The Meaning of Balbina

Balbina Apilas Ernesto is always proud of
her colorful ancestry. She has a name that is
interesting as the place and culture she grew up
in.
Like fulfilling a prophecy, her parents
chose to call her “Balbina”, an Ibaloi word which
means an elder who is ready to help. Little did
they know, her name will someday embody her
character.
Chairperson Balbina, or Benny as she is
fondly called, was born on October 29, 1940
in Irisan, Baguio City, and is the youngest
among the eight siblings. Currently, she is
the only woman chairperson of the Regional
Agricultural and Fishery Council (RAFC),
leading six provinces of the Cordillera
Autonomous Region (CAR).
As one of the members of the research
team of UP Baguio in writing barangay history,
Balbina often recalls how beautiful the old
Irisan was and how the place taught her the
essence of working as a community, regardless
of gender.
“In one of the barangays in the outskirts
of the City of Baguio lies a beautiful valley
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with green grasses, abundant flowers of many
kinds, water flowing clearly in a creek rich with
fishes, trees sway with cold breeze. It was called
“Ishisan” but the Americans can’t pronounce it
so they called it, to what we know now, Irisan,”
narrated the 76 years old RAFC Chairperson.
“I am very grateful that I live in Cordillera
where men and women are somehow equal.
There are no inhibitions here. Women work in
the field, side by side with men. We are equal as
we share tasks and responsibilities in the farm.
When your house is far from the farm, you
need to carry your products from the farm to
the road,” she continued.
With her amusing personality, the
Philippine Council for Agriculture and
Fisheries had the chance to talk to the RAFC
Chairperson about decision-making, challenges
and her hopes for the women of agriculture in
this modern age.

Wo-manning the Farm:
Challenging the Gender-Gap

Once awarded as one of the top 10
Outstanding Women Leaders of Baguio
from the City Government, Chairperson
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Balbina recounted her journey on becoming a
partner for change and how she works for the
attainment of this change.
“Being in the sector of social works and
agriculture, it was clear that we have gender
gap. This is very visible in the agricultural work
force and how women express their thoughts
about the sector’s issues,” she said.
“This is one of our advocacies, to at least
tell our women to play equal role with men
especially in decision-making,” she added.
With high hopes in seeing changes in
women’s attitude, she said that “women should
not be shy to do the farm work because woman
has the same rights as man. If he will eat, you
should eat, if they can earn money, you can also
earn money.”
“In some of our visits to different areas near
CAR, I saw that many women are not so much
into farming. They usually say ‘nakakahiya
naman’. But one time, I proved to them that
there is nothing to be ashamed of farming.
So I went to the farm, I shred and cut grasses.
The women who saw me were all smiling. That
night we had sessions explaining why I did it,”
she said.

“It is very simple, you need to be a living
example,” she added.
Prior to being the RAFC Chairperson,
she was first Baguio City’s AFC (CAFC)
Chairperson for more than eight years. Under
her leadership, she requested trainings and
seminars that will help the farmer- members.
She believes that these trainings would improve
women’s capacity.
According to Chairperson Balbina, these
projects play as foundation for the future
training & extension collaborations between
the agricultural men and women of Baguio
City and the Agricultural and Training
Institute in CAR through the city’s Barangayor Community-based Organizations.
“Women are equally important as men
in agriculture because number one: we are
very patient, number two: we are skilled, and
number three: we do things systematically,” she
said.
Chairperson Balbina also raised her
concern that women should speak up their
minds during meetings, however she clarified
that she understands that there are decisions
made between married couples, and usually the
father speaks about it in forums.
“With this kind of set-up, I am sure that
the wives have already given their opinions
prior to the meeting. What we need to improve
is, I think bit by bit through gender trainings,
for the wives to develop their speaking skills in
meetings to generate advocacies and policies
that will influence decisions and will affect the
lives of their families,” she said firmly.

When asked about how does she deal
with this situation knowing that she’s the only
woman RAFC Chairperson, she cracked a wide
smile and said “If you look at it on the positive
side, I can say that ‘I am the only woman who
speaks’”.
She admitted that she is not much talkative
during RAFC meetings. “As a newbie, I do not
say much because I observe. When everyone is
talking about their accomplishments, I listen
carefully and see if this will be applicable to
my area. But when I know that something is
not right and they are only wasting the time,
pinapakita ko na hindi dapat ganito.”
In her first year as a RAFC Chairperson,
she admitted that there are so many challenges.
She would hear concerns in the MAFCs
that there was discrimination in terms of
meeting attendance.
“Only two or three women were attending
the meetings and the rest are men because after
the meeting, they would drink. Sadly, Cordillera
women will not assert it to the men.
However, when I saw this, I encouraged
the men to meet and discuss about important
matters that women can also participate and
refrain from drinking after meetings.”
She also added that it is an irony that one
of the challenges that they need to deal with is
volunteerism itself.
“Aside from inspiring, not only men but
also more women to join farming, discussion
and decision-making, in case of Baguio City,
we are advocating urban gardening; we face
the truth that we get little support from the
government,” she confessed.
“Being an AFC volunteer-partner is not
an easy task. There will always be hesitations to
those who will hear what we do, even to our new
members, considering their financial status.
They would sometimes ask me: ‘Magkano ba
ang sweldo mo dyan?’ Sabi ko ‘Wala. Kapag
may taong lumapit sa akin at nagthank you,
yun ang sweldo ko’,” she said with a smile.

Women in Agriculture:
A Daughter, a Mother, a Farmer

Chairperson Balbina disclosed that
volunteers of AFCs in CAR are mostly
composed of housewives. Aside from the
regular meetings and resolutions that they need
to take care, she also needs to think of how
these women will tend their households and
their family members.

“This is why I challenge every woman in
the AFC and in the agricultural industry to be
entrepreneurs, so that at the end of the day,
they will have money to buy a kilo of fish for
their family. And have an hour to volunteer,”
she said.
Aside from being an entrepreneur,
Chairperson Balbina believed that women
farmers should be teachers and organizers.
“Women are skilled, intelligent and once they
worked on their shyness, they can be the best
entrepreneurs,” she said.
To her, due recognition and involvement
of farmers in the AFC are her ultimate goals
for the region.
“I am hoping that many would be
inspired to join the AFC because I am old
now, I cannot carry a kaban of rice anymore. I
think they can help me to carry it,” she said in
a symbolic manner.
“More than eight years ago, we have
been working through meetings, information
dissemination, educational trainings, and
lakbay-aral, now the City of Baguio has
started to recognize a bit of us. They gave us
space to meet with other farmers. I think this
is a good start,” she said positively.
Over the years, Chairperson Balbina
has became the elder who is willing to help
and now she is inspiring more women in the
agricultural industry to cope with the shifts
brought by the modernization of the sector.
The influence of technology and the
improvement of educational system changed
farming in Cordillera as time passed by.
“We parents like our children to be
educated so they will not be working in the
farms as hard as we did. We can now send our
children to schools, to agricultural schools, to
blend our traditional knowledge of farming
to what the technology and modernization
offer,” she explained.
With her high aspiration to be an
effective partner for change for the women in
agriculture, Chairperson Balbina knows there
is a reason why she grew up in Cordillera,
where men and women work hand in hand to
benefit the whole community.
Culture is a big factor in creating
awareness that men and women are equal.
Chairperson Balbina is doing her task to
bridge and extend her voice to the women
in the agricultural industry to break from
the culture that is hindering them to speak.
#PartnerforChange #BilangBabae

The only woman who speaks

As a RAFC Chairperson, she meets with
other chairpersons from 15 regions when the
RAFC Chairperson Balbina talks to Agnes Maslian, one of the AFCs in Baguio City.
need arises.
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ASEAN shares views in crafting new int’l
instrument on BBNJ

PCAF Officer-in-Charge Executive Director, Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona, addresses more than
80 participants from the leading organizations for marine biodiversity conservation and
management.

Officials from fisheries agencies of
different Southeast Asian governments
convened to promote understanding and
raise awareness in their respective countries
on issues relating to the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biological diversity
beyond areas of national jurisdiction (BBNJ).

Views and ideas by government
representatives from Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines on how
the sustainable use of oceans were exchanged
during the discussions on the Southeast Asia
Regional Forum on the Marine BBNJ on
January 17 to 18, 2017.

The event was hosted by the Philippine
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries,
in collaboration with the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources –
Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENR BMB) and Greenpeace and The Pew Charitable
Trusts at the Waterfront Hotel, Manila.
The regional forum was seen to enhance
understanding and successfully strengthen the
capacity of Southeast Asian countries in the
negotiations for a new international agreement
on marine BBNJ under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
The resolution also outlined the process,
including the establishment of a Preparatory
Committee (PrepCom), which would meet
and finalize twice this year to prepare its
recommendations and report to the general
assembly by the end of 2017.
Local government agencies and nongovernment organizations, the scientific
community, the academe, and research
institutions, were among the participants
wherein some served as the resource speaker
turn to page 8

PCAF-UPLB partnership beefs up AFC
coordinators’ technical writing skills

With its goal to empower the Agricultural
and Fishery Council (AFC) coordinators in
performing their respective tasks through
effective writing, PCAF recently partnered
with the University of the Philippines
Los Baños- College of Development
Communication (UPLB-CDC) to conduct
technical development writing workshops.
The first leg of the training-workshop
kicked off in Baguio City and gathered 37
Provincial AFC coordinators and Municipal
AFC coordinators from the Cordillera
Autonomous Region (CAR) and PCAF’s
technical staff on March 21 to 24, 2017 for the
Technical Development Writing workshop.
The three-day training-workshop aimed
to enhance and refresh the participants’
knowledge in writing, and review their writing
style and format in preparing documents.
According to PCAF’s Partnership
Development Division-Capacity Development
Section, the training in CAR will be
immediately followed by another four trainingworkshops in Leyte, Batangas, Davao City, and
Nueva Ecija.
“We would like to awaken the participants’
appreciation in communication processes
in general, of which technical writing is an
integral part. Kailangang i-improve ang ating
pagsusulat para tayo ay makatulong sa ating
ahensya sa pamamagitan nang paggamit ng
komunikasyon upang maibigay sa tao ang
dapat nilang nakukuha galing sa atin, mula
sa PCAF,” said Dean Ma. Theresa Velasco of
UPLB-CDC.
The collaboration was the result of PCAF’s
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Prof. Garry Jay Montemayor explains the different components of a communication process,
evaluation of the current communication efforts, and setting of communication targets to the
37 training-workshop participants in Baguio City.

desire to build up the capacities of the AFC
volunteer-partners and contribute toward
institutional strengthening.
Dean Velasco, along with Prof. Garry
Jay Montemayor and Prof. Kabzeel Sheba
Catapang, tackled the communication needs
of PCAF and its communication targets. They
also focused on the writing forms and formats
for various stakeholders, and prioritizing
communication materials for specific
stakeholder groups.
After the five scheduled training-
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workshops, UPLB-CDC will craft learning
modules that will serve as guidelines in
directing capacity-building programs for AFC
coordinators at the provincial and municipal
levels throughout the country.
During the workshop in Baguio, PCAF
asked the participants to echo and apply what
they have learned.
Aside from this, PCAF came up with the
assessment that there is a need for a styleguide and branding manual to standardize the
writing style of the agency.

CPLFC recommends measures to
address temporary bird import ban

Poultry key industry players along with DA Undersecretary for Operations Ariel Cayanan and NSC - CPLFC Chairperson Dr. Rufina Salas
convene to prevent the entry of HPAI virus in the country.

PCAF, through the National Sectoral
Committees
and
Strategic
Concerns
Committees - Committee on Poultry,
Livestock, and Feed Crops (NSC - CPLFC),
held a special meeting on February 21, 2017
at Apacible Conference Room in Quezon City.
The meeting was called to address the
issue on the temporary ban on the importation
of domestic and wild birds and their products,
including poultry meat, day old chicks, eggs
and semen originating from Germany, France,
and the Netherlands.
Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Emmanuel “Manny” Piñol signed
a memorandum order with regard to the
banning of poultry products from the said
European countries after their governments
confirmed to the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE) the outbreaks of H5N8
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)
virus in their respective countries.
Through the said memorandum order,
Sec. Piñol issued an immediate suspension of

PA F C S u l u
asks PCAF
to invest in
capability
building
for new
MAFCs

The Provincial Agricultural and Fishery
Council (PAFC) of Sulu recognized the need
to conduct trainings that will enhance the
effectiveness of its members as well as the new
affiliates of its Municipal AFCs (MAFCs) in
conducting consultations on agricultural and
fishery policy issues and concerns.
In the PAFC Operational Meeting
on March 23, 2017 at the Department of

the processing, evaluation of the application
and issuance of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) import clearances for the affected
commodities.
He added that all such shipments face
confiscation, with the exception of heat-treated
products, at all major ports in the country.
Meanwhile, frozen poultry meat with
slaughter and process dates twenty-one (21)
days prior to the HPAI outbreaks are allowed
to enter the country but are still subject to
quarantine rules and regulations.
In order to deal with the issues
confronting the industry, United Broiler
Raisers Association (UBRA) suggested during
the meeting that the National Meat Inspection
Service (NMIS) and the Bureau of Animal
Industry (BAI) should have fully equipped
laboratories than can address the needs of
processors, importers, producers and other
industry stakeholders.
It was likewise recommended that
a genuine quarantine system should be

implemented to prevent the spread of any
serious infectious disease.
It was clarified that the Mechanically
Deboned Meat (MDM) was also included in
the products banned from the said countries.
Participants suggested that MDM should only
be imported by the processors because they
have the heat treating facilities that can kill the
disease.
The Philippine Association of Meat
Processors Inc. (PAMPI) gave their assurance
that they will follow the OIE guidelines on
how this issue will be handled to prevent any
potentially harmful effects on the industry and
the consumers.
The outbreak of avian influenza virus had
been noted in Asia, Europe and Africa since it
emerged in 2003. To this date, the Philippine
remains avian flu free in the whole Asia. Thus,
the Department’s strict measures to ensure this
status and protect the poultry industry of the
country.

PCAF OIC Cayona takes note while listening to one of the MAFCs during the PAFC
Operational Meeting in Patikul, Sulu. With her were PAFC Chairperson Misar Masdal, RAFC
Chairperson Abdulrahman Macabangon, and Ruperto Aleroza from the National Anti-Poverty
Commission.

Agriculture (DA) Compound in Patikul, Sulu,
more than 20 PAFC and MAFCs agreed to
draft two resolutions requesting the Philippine
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF)
to conduct trainings on Good Agriculture
Practices and capability-based workshops.

The agreement was made after PCAF
Officer-in-Charge Executive Director Sarah
Gutierrez-Cayona expressed her view that
private sector participation and partnership
turn to next page
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PAFC Sulu ...
from page 7

with the government are steps toward the
success of the implementation of all the
department’s programs.
“I encourage the PAFCs and MAFCs to
adhere with their functions and mandates,
and come up with resolutions and projects
that would really serve the interest of our
stakeholders,” said PCAF OIC Cayona.
OIC Cayona, a native of North Cotabato,
is the first PCAF Executive Director to visit a
PAFC meeting in Sulu.
According to the MAFC Chairpersons,
“we are overwhelmed with appreciation for
the support she has shown to the AFCs in the
Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM), especially in Jolo, Sulu, despite the
prevailing peace and order situation in the
province.”
In addition to the trainings, the council
also agreed to make a resolution requesting the
District Engineer of the second District of Sulu

to construct shallow well in the Municipality of
Pata for the small farmers and the community.
Aside from the gathering, the Regional
AFC (RAFC), headed by Chairperson
Abdulrahman Macabangon, lined up more
meetings and dialogues between OIC Cayona
and the AFCs and DA regional personnel
regarding agriculture and fisheries issues and
concerns.
The meetings were attended by MAFC
chairpersons, MAFC coordinators, partneragencies, DA program coordinators and focal
persons, and other stakeholders.
In the Operational Meeting, RAFC
Chairperson Macabangon gave updates on
the recent meeting with Agriculture Secretary
Emmanuel Piñol, and the RAFC Plans for
2017, emphasizing the target accomplishments
of PAFC and MAFCs. PAFC Sulu Chairperson
Misar Masdal also reported the region’s
highlights of activities for the first quarter of

the year.
Meanwhile, PCAF’s ARMM coordinator
Benjamin Donor provided answers to the
inquiries about the operation of AFCs and
related concerns pertaining DA personnel.
OIC Cayona also met with DA personnel
where she discussed PCAF’s efforts in support
to the department’s mandate to provide basic
services and assistance that would help sustain
the farmers’ and fisherfolk’s livelihood and
increase production.
She mentioned that regional DA staff
needs to help identify the urgent priorities of
the farmers and fisherfolk to ensure clear cut
assistance or projects.
Several issues and concerns were also
presented by the regional DA personnel in the
dialogue and OIC Cayona assured that these
will be presented to Sec. Piñol. (With reports
from Edward Non, PAFC Sulu Coordinator)

should be well-enforced.
Duncan Carrie, an international
environment lawyer, reported that the new
instrument should not undermine existing
relevant legal instruments and frameworks and
relevant global, regional and sectoral bodies.
“The new international legal binding
instrument being developed under UNCLOS
should find a way to make dispute resolution
more likely to be used in order to be effective
– it should be accessible, cost effective, and
supportive of good decision-making and
coordination,” he stated.
One of the conversation tools under
consideration is environmental impact
assessment (EIA), commonly defined as “a
process of evaluating the likely environmental
impacts of a proposed project or development
taking into account inter-related socioeconomic, cultural and human health impacts,
both beneficial and adverse.”
UNCLOS also provided the framework for
technology transfer and capacity development

that the BBNJ instrument can build on. The
UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC) has published guidelines
and criteria on marine technology transfer that
can be considered to improve implementation.
In his closing message, DA Undersecretary
for Operations Ariel Cayanan, emphasized the
importance of having adequate awareness and
understanding of the issues, and called for
stronger linkages and continued partnerships
for the common goal of preserving the
biodiversity of our oceans.
“We also recognize that everything you
have put forward today in this workshop is
for the protection of our ecosystem. With our
shared commitment, we are also confident that
a stronger linkage among us, the Southeast
Asian countries will be achieved,” Usec.
Cayanan stated.
“Let us defend the ocean as if our life
depends on it,” a statement made by one of the
country delegates during PrepCom1 which
Usec. Cayanan conveyed in his message.
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and facilitator during the event.
Implementing agreement
The need for an implementing agreement
has been the focus of the discussions of the
BBNJ Working Group in the past years because
areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ) are
still highly diverse and largely unknown. They
can contain a host of marine genetic resources
(MGRs) and derivatives that might be used in
a wide range of industries.
Greenpeace
International
resource
speaker, Veronica Frank, reported that
area-based management tools (ABMTs) are
important in meeting global conservation
targets, and among ABMTs, science has shown
that marine protected areas (MPAs) are the
most effective conservation tools.
Frank enumerated the elements of
successful MPAs that should be considered
for ABNJs, namely, they should have no-take
zones, should be long-term, should be large
enough to include all necessary ecosystems,
should be part of representative network and
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