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PCAF honors 2016 Outstanding AFC
Chairpersons and Coordinators

Winners of the 2016 Outstanding AFC Chairpersons and Coordinators pose for a photo op after the awarding ceremony. (From left to right) PAFC
Chairperson Nora Aribon, MAFC Coordinator Annie Lumanog, RAFC Chairperson Isidro Acosta, Sr., MAFC Chairperson Wilfred Adviento, RAFC
Coordinator Virginia Manuel, and PAFC Coordinator Cecilia Nuñez.

More than 400 Agricultural and Fishery
Council (AFC) volunteer-partners from 16
regions gathered at Clark, Pampanga on
December 14 to witness the awarding of this
year’s Outstanding AFC Chairpersons and
Coordinators.
The AFC is the Philippine Council
for Agriculture and Fisheries’ (PCAF)
mechanism for private sector participation
in the development processes at the regional,
provincial and municipal levels.
The awarding was the highlight of PCAF’s
National Volunteers’ Day, an annual activity
of PCAF intended to bolster the interest of
today’s generation of volunteers and to create
a wider participation of the stakeholders in
the AFC in the agriculture and fishery sector.
“I salute all of you and I hope that you
will continue to be our partners in the
development of the agri and fishery sector in
the countryside,” said DA-Undersecretary for
Policy, Planning, Research and Development

and Regulations Segfredo Serrano during the
ceremony.
The six awardees of the Outstanding
AFC Chairpersons and Coordinators
were Bula, Camarines Sur Municipal AFC
(MAFC) Coordinator Annie Lumanog;
Alubijid,
Misamis
Oriental
MAFC
Chairperson Wilfred Adviento; Masbate
Provincial AFC (PAFC) Coordinator Cecilia
Nuñez; Masbate PAFC Chairperson Nora
Aribon; Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) Regional AFC (RAFC)
Coordinator Virginia Manuel, and Region 2
RAFC Chairperson Isidro Acosta, Sr.
The winners were selected through a
selection process led by the search’s National
Technical Committee (NTC) and the Board of
Judges (BOJ) based on an evaluation criteria
that valued volunteerism and highlighted the
impact of being partner-volunteers in their
respective communities.
“Volunteerism is the driving force in

community building. Philippine Red Cross
Chairperson and Sen. Richard Gordon once
said that volunteerism is believing that we
have power, that we have choice to create
possibility in bringing out the goodness in all
of us in order to help improve lives, whether it
will be on disasters or in crisis,” said Secretary
to the Board of Red Cross Corazon Alma de
Leon in her speech.
She also expressed her gratitude to
PCAF for inviting her to be the guest
speaker of the event. “Just by listening to the
accomplishments of all the nominees, I really
learned a lot. This is a clear proof to one of
my favorite line, (from Edward Everette
Hale) I am only one, but I am one. I cannot
do everything, but I can do something. And
because I cannot do everything, I will not
refuse to do the something that I can do, with
the virtue of God,” de Leon added.
More details about the winners on page 6

ASBs join PCAF in performance review,
identif y strategies to improve functions
PCAF, with its Advisory Special
Bodies (ASBs) such as National Sectoral
Committees (NSCs) and Strategic Concerns
Committee, and Agricultural and Fishery
Councils (AFCs), conducted a review of
their performances for the three quarters and
identified strategies to accomplish remaining
targets.
NSC Chairpersons, Regional AFC
(RAFC) Chairpersons and Coordinators,
Regional Executive Coordinators, PCAF
officers and staff gathered on October 1719, 2016 at the Lewis Grand Hotel, Angeles
City, Pampanga to identify performance gap
as well as to inform the employees and ASBs
about the quality of their performances.
PCAF
Officer-in-Charge
Sarah
Gutierrez-Cayona
acknowledged
the
unceasing commitment and dedication of the
NSCs and AFCs in pursuing an optimistic
future for the agriculture and fishery sector.

“The NSCs and AFCs are important
mechanisms where the government can
provide the right policies, right programs and
projects,” OIC Cayona said.

To further improve the competency of land
and labor force through farm mechanization
in the Philippines, PCAF recently spearheaded
the National Consultation on the Draft
Agricultural and Fisheries Mechanization
Program (NAFMP).
Representatives
from
concerned
Department of Agriculture (DA) offices,
bureaus and attached agencies, government
agencies, state universities and colleges, and
private sectors gathered on November 16, 2016
at Clark, Pampanga to validate and update the
contents of the final draft of the NAFMP.
As a prelude activity for the national
consultation, DA – Regional Field Office
(RFO) 7 spearheaded a pilot consultation on
the Draft Regional Agricultural and Fisheries
Mechanization Program (RAFMP) in Cebu

City on September 28-29, 2015.
Following the said pilot consultation,
PCAF, in collaboration with the DA RFOs 6 and
11 conducted the Visayas and Mindanao-wide
consultations in October and November 2015,
respectively, while the Bureau of Agriculture
and Fisheries Engineering (BAFE) undertook
Luzon-wide consultations in December 2015.
The consultations on the draft NAFMP
are in accordance with Section 5, Rule 5.5 of
the Agriculture and Fisheries Mechanization
(AFMech) Law which states that the AFMech
Committee (AFMeC) shall conduct planning
workshops at the municipal, city, provincial,
regional and national level prior to its
submission to the DA Secretary for approval.
The NAFMP is a 5-year mechanization
program which was formulated pursuant

Accomplishments
Prior to the workshop, Estrella
Tulay, Chief of Planning, Monitoring and
Knowledge Management Division presented
the first to third quarter accomplishment of
the agency by Major Final Output (MFO).
She emphasized that out of the 324 policy
resolutions/recommendations
generated,
only 195 or 65% were policies.
Tulay also pointed out that adoption rate
of the policy recommendations target is still
way off the passing rate.
“Overall, the financial and physical
performance are good, but needs
improvement in terms of quality,” she said.
Meanwhile,
Policy
Development

and Coordination Division Chief, Julieta
Opulencia, presented the detailed status of the
resolutions passed by the NSCs, while Elgie
Namia, Chief of Partnership Development
Division gave updates on the resolutions
generated by the AFCs.
On the other hand, PMKMD –
Monitoring and Evaluation Section Chief
Cyril Soliaban, reported the consolidated
participatory monitoring and tracking
reports covering 2015 and 2016 1st Semester.
Based on the report, production and
post harvest facilities or farm mechanization
projects constitute most of the projects
validated, followed by Farm to Market Roads
(FMRs), livelihood and irrigation facilities.
In terms of cost, FMRs got the highest
percentage with 46% followed by irrigation
facilities, 33% and farm mechanization and
post harvest facilities, 10%.
turn to page 4

PCAF spearheads national consultation
on Draft NAFMP

Participants from different regions pose for a photo op after the consultation.
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to Section 5 Rule 5.1 of the AFMech Law.
AFMech Law was signed by the former
President Benigno Simeon Aquino on June
5, 2013 that aims to promote agricultural and
fisheries mechanization development in the
country.
To improve and finalize the draft NAFMP,
PCAF invited resource persons to discuss the
five major components of the NAFMP. These
components include the Local Assembling
and Manufacture of Agri-fishery Machinery;
Research, Development and Extension;
Standards and Regulations; Support services
and Institutional Development; and Human
Resource Development.
The NAFMP will be endorsed to the
Agriculture Secretary for approval.

Sec. Piñol discusses DA development agenda to
NSC and RAFC officers
Agriculture
Secretary
Emmanuel
“Manny” Piñol recently conveyed the
department’s agenda to the National Sectoral
Committees (NSCs) and Strategic Concerns
Committees officers and the Regional
Agricultural and Fishery Council (RAFC)
chairpersons in a meeting.
More than 30 NSC and RAFC officers
gathered on November 17, 2016 at DA-PCAF
Apacible Conference Room A in Quezon
City.
As the Chairperson of the NAF Council,
the highest mechanism of consultation and
dialogue between and among government
agencies, local government units, private
entities and farmers’ and fishers’ groups,
Sec. Piñol discussed and clarified priority
strategies and initiatives of the current DA
administration to the NSCs and AFCs.
Through the event, the NSCs and
AFCs had full grasp and understanding
on the 10-point agricultural agenda of the
new administration. Likewise, the dialogue
opened opportunity to highlight private
sectors participation on DA’s development
processes.
“Nalaman namin yung mga programa
ng department at kung saan ito patungo. At
least ngayon, from the mouth of the secretary,
alam na namin kung ano ang directions at
alam na rin naming mga nasa field ang dapat

Agriculture Secretary Manny Piñol talks to the members of the NSCs and RAFC chairpersons.
With him (from left) were Usec. Segfredo Serrano, Usec. Bernadette Romulo-Puyat, Usec. Ariel
Cayanan and PCAF Officer-in-Charge Sarah Gutierrez-Cayona.

gawin at dapat maitulong,” said Region 5
RAFC Chairperson Alfredo Rillo.
On the other hand, most of the officers
appealed for another meeting with Sec. Piñol.
“Although the meeting was fruitful, we at
the private sectors, especially the RAFCs want
to have an in depth meeting with him where
we can raise the issues and concerns of our
regions,” Region 2 RAFC Chairperson Isidro
Acosta said in a separate interview.

The NSCs and AFCs are PCAF’s
Advisory Special Bodies that serves a
mechanism for private sector participation in
the developmental processes at the national,
regional, provincial and municipal levels.
As a result of the dialogue, the Agriculture
Secretary has scheduled a meeting with the
NSC-Committee on Poultry, Livestocks and
Feed Crops on the first week of December,
2016. (See page 7 for related story)

PCAF, BFAR join Informal Consultation on UNGA
Resolution on Sustainable Fisheries
PCAF together with the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
participated in the informal consultation
for the drafting of United Nations’ (UN)
resolution relative to sustainable fisheries
on November 7 to 15, 2016 at the UN
Headquarters in New York City.
It was attended by BFAR Assistant
Director Drusila Esther Bayate, BFAR’s legal
officer Atty. Demosthenes Escoto, PCAF
Planning, Monitoring and Knowledge
Management Chief Estrella Tulay, and Policy
Development and Coordination Division
Assistant Chief Francia Macalintal.
The eight-day informal consultation
was chaired by Andreas Motzfeldt Kravik,
Counselor- Legal Affairs at Permanent
Mission of Norway to UN.
Discussions and negotiations centered
on the draft texts prepared by the coordinator
and additional proposals from various
delegations. The draft resolution also took
note, recognized and acknowledged the
reports of various meetings of the UN
committees and other bodies.
Aside from these, it also incorporated the
report of the resumed review conference on
the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement,
the First Global Marine Assessment, the

committee on World Food Security of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and Tenure and Fishing Rights 2015.
The draft resolution also welcomed into
force the Paris Agreement which aims to
strengthen the global response to the threat
of climate change, including the increasing
ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of
climate change and foster climate resilience.
The delegates included in the developing
resolution a unified call to the member states
to assess the risks and potential adverse impact
of climate change in respect to fish stocks.
There was also a call to consider establishing
conservation and management measures and
identify options to reduce risks and adverse
impacts in the fisheries management and the
health and resilience of marine ecosystem.
It also noted with satisfaction the
entry into force the Agreement on Port
State Measures (PSM) to prevent, deter and
eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated
(IUU) fishing of the FAO. The PSM is an
international treaty intended to stop IUU
fishing. The Agreement needed to be ratified
by 25 countries to take effect. As of May 16
last year, there were already 30 countries that
ratified the binding Agreement.

The informal consultation also brought
up issues and concerns that directly affect
the Philippine Sea. These include marine
debris, plastics and microplastics that were
recognized as transboundary global pollution
problem.
Marine debris is the effect of the
abandoned, lost or discarded fishing gear,
including fishing gear. According to UN, its
destructive form is causing adverse impacts
of fish stocks, marine life and the marine
environment and that urgent preventative
action is needed. Marking of gears and
removal action are being proposed by the
Committee on Fisheries of the FAO.
Some deep sea fishing activities in certain
areas were noted to be carried out without
full implementation of relevant paragraphs
of previous resolutions, thus threatening
vulnerable marine ecosystems.
One of the areas discussed relative to
deep sea fishing was the impact of bottom
fishing. The body reaffirmed the importance
of addressing the impacts of this fishing
technique on vulnerable marine ecosystems
and the long-term sustainability of deep-sea
fish stocks.
Bottom fishing is fishing the base or
turn to page 5
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ASBs join...

from page 2

Cleofas Ventic, Chief of PMKMD
– Planning and Programming Section,
presented the 2017 PCAF Plan and Budget
based on National Expenditure Program
which totals to PhP184.937 million.
She further explained the breakdown
by program, including the activities that
will be pursued for next year such as the
participation of AFCs in NSC meeting.
Furthermore, Jo Marie Libarnes of
PMKMD-Monitoring
and
Evaluation
Section presented the challenges such as
limited support to AFCs, procurement issues
on agri-fishery machineries, FMRs, and other
infra and devolution of extension to LGUs,
among others.
The participants proposed several
strategies in resolving the challenges
recognized, which includes strengthening
the policy agenda setting of ASBs, organizing
of the Constructors Performance Evaluation
System Unit and creating of inter-sectoral
task force to review the Local Government
Code and propose amendments/bills, among
others.
All concerns and recommendations were
ably noted for future actions of concerned
PCAF management and operation units.
(Top) PMKMD – PPS Chief Cleofas Ventic discusses the 2017 PCAF Plan and Budget.
(Below) Participants listen and take notes during the workshop.

GBEST
held for
PCAF JOs

More than 70 Job Orders (JOs) of PCAF
joined the challenge to support gender
balance environment through a series of
trainings on November 2016.
Thirty-two JOs signed up on the first
batch of the Gender-based Effectiveness Skills
Training (G-BEST) on November 21 to 22,
while 40 JOs participated on the second batch
on November 24 to 25 at the PCAF Apacible
Conference Room B in Quezon City.
“Gender equality is not limited in the
four walls of the office. It is also evident at
home. The knowledge that this training brings
should be applied not only here in the office
but also at home,” said Estrella Tulay, PCAF
Gender and Development Vice-Chairperson
and Coordinator.
The two batches of G-BEST were
facilitated by Dr. Leo Gallego, Gender
Focal Person of the National Irrigation
Administration- Rapid Food Production
Enhancement Program.
His discussion focused on three
modules. The first module centered on the
mainstreaming gender, while the second
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Dr. Gallego discusses the gender realities and issues to one of the batches of GBEST.

module spotlighted the link between gender
and Filipino culture, and module three
concentrated on recognizing gender realities
and issues.
Aside from focusing on the gender issues
at home and at work, Dr. Gallego also tackled
the same issues in the agriculture and fishery
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sector.
“To address this, it is not more of pulling
down the men or women in the industry
but advancing the position of women so
both can be in a gender-balanced pace of
development,” said Dr. Gallego.

PCAF, BFAR join...
from page 3

lowermost part of a body of water.
Past researches have shown the effects of
bottom fishing contributing to the alterations
to the physical structure of the sea floor and
reduction in habitat complexity. In general,
bottom fishing favors scavenging species at
the expense of large bodied and fragile taxa
(group of one or more populations of an
organism or organisms seen by taxonomists
to form a unit.).
The effects of bottom fishing in the sea
bed and the vulnerable marine ecosystems,
also called for actions to emphasize the need
for full implementation by all state members
and relevant regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangement on their
commitments on what was stated as an urgent
basis.
Part of the recommendations was to
use, as applicable, full set of criteria in the
guidelines to identify where vulnerable
marine ecosystems occur or were likely to
occur as well as for assessing significant

adverse impacts.
It also added that ensuring the conduct
of impact assessments, including the
increasing impacts of activities covered by the
assessment should be consistently directed
by the guidelines and should be reviewed
periodically and be revised whenever a
substantial change in the fishery has occurred
or there is relevant new information where
such impact assessments have not been
undertaken.
The body also asked to ensure that
conservation and management measures
adopted by the member states and regional
organizations and arrangements should be
based on and updated on the basis of the
best available scientific information, noting
in particular the need to improve effective
implementation of thresholds and move-on
rules.
With the continuous attention given
by the international community to the
role of fish and fish products in nutrition

and food security, the body called upon its
member states to implement the Sustainable
Development Goals outlined in the outcome
document of UN summit for the adoption of
the post-2015 development agenda, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development”, as adopted by
the General Assembly in its resolution70/1
of September 2015, including Goal 14 to
conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable
development.
The body also recalled that the Goals and
targets are integrated and indivisible.
Also part of the draft resolution was
the appeal to enhance efforts to cooperate,
collect, exchange, and publish scientific and
technical data and best practices related to
the development and implementation of
adaptation strategies.
The full text of the draft resolution is
on http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.
asp?symbol=a/71/L.24

PCAF leads special meeting of onion
stakeholders with Sec. Piñol

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Piñol with (from left) Undersecretary for Operations Ariel Cayanan, Undersecretary for High Value
Crops Evelyn Laviña and Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) Officer-in-Charge Director Vivencio Mamaril pay attention as LOGNET-AC
members identify issues and concerns that hamper the onion industry.

Local Onion Growers for National
Economic and Trade – Agriculture
Cooperative
(LOGNET-AC)
members
met with Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Emmanuel “Manny” Piñol on
November 29, 2016 at Apacible Hall in
Quezon City to address the issue on the
massive importation of onions in the
Philippines.
Organized by PCAF, the special meeting
aimed to discuss the over-importation of
onions in the country which affects the
livelihood of the local onion farmers.
Israel
Reguyal,
LOGNET-AC
chairperson said that the schedule of arrival

of imports is not well-coordinated with the
harvest season which resulted in oversupply
and decrease in prices of the local onions.
Some of Sec. Piñol’s commitments for
the development of the industry were the
creation of an agency that will be called the
Philippine Onion Development Authority
which will cater the needs and improve the
support for onion farmers, traders, and
other stakeholders, and the establishment of
cold storage facility in Nueva Ecija that can
accommodate at least 100,000 bags of onions.
In order to deal with the issues
confronting the industry, the Agriculture
Secretary also recommended that the Bureau

of Plant Industry should establish data on
the local production of onion concerning the
demand for it and develop a branding of the
locally-produced onions.
Sec. Piñol also suggested that onion
farmers should deal with the major
supermarket chains such as Rustan’s, SM,
Shopwise, Savemore and Mindanao-based
NCCC Malls.
In an article posted by the SM Markets,
SM group is now directly sourcing onions
from the farmers of Nueva Ecija and will
be available on the shelves of selected SM
Supermarket, Savemore Market, and SM
Hypermarket on December 9, 2016.
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PCAF honors ...
from page 1

Isidro Acosta, Sr. has been in the AFC
for 21 years and is dubbed as the Role
Model of the Spirit of Volunteerism.
One
of
his
many
notable
accomplishments was when Region 2
RAFC forged a joint memorandum with the
DA-Regional Field Office 2, Bureau of Plant
Industry, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, together with former
DA Assistant Secretary Edilberto de Luna,
to address the issue of the use of Glyphosate
in areas of 180 slope by introducing the
Sloping Agricultural Land Technology
(SALT) to the farmers.
With the initiative of Region 2
RAFC, further studies were conducted to

Virginia Manuel dedicated her 20
years serving the AFC of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). In
a Muslim region dominated by men, she
won the respect and trust of her colleagues.
She served 14 years as PAFC
coordinator and for seven years now, she is
currently the RAFC coordinator of ARMM.
During those years, she encouraged the
rebel returnees to join the AFC as she
established a clear connection between the

returnees and the government.
Despite the limited financial support
from the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries-ARMM, Manuel helped in the
facilitation and coordination of the conduct
of the region’s projects like the Agricultural
Mechanization, Rice and Corn, Coco Levy
Fund, Mango and Coffee Congress.

For more than two decades of service to
PAFC Masbate, Nora Aribon has definitely
proved that she deserves to win the 2014
Women Achiever of the Year award.
One of the accomplishments of the
88-year old former teacher was the prompt
facilitation of 142 loan applications of small
farmers under the Agricultural Fisheries
Financing Program and Sikat Saka

Dubbed as the “Organizer” of the
province, she helped organized and
activated 16 MAFCs including 1 City AFC
in Masbate.
With her 11 years experience as PAFC
Coordinator, she has established linkages

6

understand the effects of the Glyphosate
use on sloping agriculture including the
health risks on human and livestock.
The Region 2 RAFC chairperson took
action and requested all stakeholders from
the private and government sectors to
promote the contour farming techniques
and good agricultural practices. The
Sustainable Corn Productions in Sloping
Areas (SCOPSA) was created out of these
dialogues and consultations. Through
his leadership, SCOPSA was adapted in
different municipalities of Quirino, nearby
provinces and other corn-producing areas
in the country.

Program amounting to more than PhP14
million.
She also inspired young farmers to
join the AFCs in their province. In her
leadership, eight MAFCs of Masbate was
able to get annual financial assistance,
support staff, office space and logistics for
operation.

with numerous government agencies
that helped her in implementing and
monitoring livelihood projects in the entire
province of Masbate. From 2014-2015
alone, she helped the implementation and
monitoring of 792 livelihood projects.
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The unopposed MAFC Chairperson
of Alubijid, Misamis Oriental, Adviento
has been the town’s MAFC Chairperson for
28 years. He was commended for being a
mentor and a financial manager.
One of his notable accomplishments
was his proposal to the former mayor of
Alubijid, through the Sanguniang Bayan,
to create a program on livestock/cattle
dispersal for the town’s farmers which is
still implemented up to now. He also helped
the farmers to get financial assistance

PCAF awarded a Special Citation
to Annie Lumanog for her exemplary
contribution as MAFC Coordinator of
Bula, Camarines Sur. She was lauded
for being a good and effective agent of
economic change through engaging the
farmers in Bula to adopt agricultural
insurance system. This allowed them to
recoup a total of 529 hectares in crop losses

from one of the district representatives of
the Misamis Oriental through credit loan
for their agricultural inputs. The program
benefited 800 farmers.
As the head of the Alubijid-Loguilo
Irrigators Association, Adviento received
Lifetime Achievement Award from DANational Irrigation Administration.

whenever disaster struck and floodwaters
destroyed their planted crops.
Lumanog serves as the AFC
coordinator in the municipal level for more
than a decade now. She is also a threetime awardee of Outstanding Agriculture
Extension Workers of the Quality Corn
Award.

Poultry, livestock, feed crops stakeholders
meet with Sec. Piñol

Sec. Piñol listens to the members of PCAF’s Committee on Poultry, Livestock and Feed Crops. With him were Undersecretary for
Operations Ariel Cayanan and Committee Chairperson Rufina Salas.

Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Emmanuel “Manny” Piñol talked
to the stakeholders of the Committee on
Poultry, Livestock and Feed Crops on
December 5, 2016 at Apacible Conference
Room in Quezon City to tackle issues and
concerns confronting the industries.
Organized by PCAF, the meeting was an
offshoot of the Joint NSCs and RAFC Officers
Dialogue with Sec. Piñol last November 17,
2016 in the same venue.
Representatives from concerned DA
offices, bureaus and attached agencies,
government organizations and various
private sectors were also in attendance.
Dr. Arnulfo Frontuna of the Philippine

Veterinary Drug Association (PVDA)
clarified the issue on the cancellation of
Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) import
clearances whether it is applicable to meat
products only or to all agricultural products.
Sec. Piñol explained that the cancellation
is a misnomer since it is actually a revalidation
of the SPS permits.
He added that the revalidation of the
permits is needed for the DA to determine
the volume of agricultural products entering
the country and the number of SPS permits
that have been issued.
The Committee and Sec. Piñol agreed
that the revalidation of the SPS permits is until
December 15, 2016 otherwise, DA would

consider them cancelled. The Secretary later
on extended the deadline on December 31.
He also suggested that PCAF should pass
a resolution to conduct a nationwide study to
gather agricultural data from the grassroots
as a basis for coming up with appropriate
agricultural importation decisions.
To effectively address unfair trade
and smuggling, the committee adopted a
resolution recommending the DA Secretary
through the DA – Policy Research Service
(PRS) to institutionalize a trade data system
in the DA in all agricultural and fishery
products whether locally produced, imported
and for export and re-export.
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Senior Citizens’ Day. PCAF Deputy Executive Director Alexander Daroya (seated, left) poses with the members of the
agency’s Senior Citizens Committee (SCC) on December 20, 2016 in Apacible Conference Room B in Quezon City. In
the meeting, DED Daroya pledged his support to SCC and discussed the future projects of PCAF that will benefit the
committee. The gathering also coincided with the institutionalization of December 20 as PCAF’s Senior Citizens’ Day,
an annual event to inspire the next generation in the entire agency and prove that old age is not a barrier to our passion
to serve. Also gracing the event is Administrative, Finance and Management Division Chief Fidelia De Asis-Andres
(seated, center).
QR tarrification or QR extension? PCAF conducted
the third leg of its cluster-wide consultation on rice
QR on October 5, 2016 at Sarabia Manor Hotel
and Convention Center, Iloilo City to discuss the
impending expiration of the waiver on the special
treatment on rice in 2017. The consultation primarily
aims to present the policy options that the government
may take and talk about the possible consequences
that may arise from the choices. The undertaking
was attended by rice industry stakeholders from
Antique, Iloilo, Leyte, and Negros Occidental.
The participants were grouped according to their
respective provinces and discussed their positions
either for QR extension or tariffication. After the
panel discussion, the participants from Antique,
Iloilo and Leyte moved to extend the waiver for
QR while attendees from Negros Occidental chose
to tariffy. Photo shows each member of the group
exchange ideas and suggestions as they determine
their stand on the expiration of rice QR next year.
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