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Baras MAFC now officially reactivated 
Baras MAFC Chairperson 
Manuel Gallo, Mayor 
Katherine Robles, DA 
Undersecretary for 
Policy and Planning 
Segfredo Serrano and 
PCAF Executive Director 
Ariel Cayanan sign the 
Memorandum of Agreement 
to formalize the reactivation 
of the Baras MAFC. (Photo 
courtesy of PDD)

PCAF, Baras Local Government 
Unit together with DA-RFO 4-A, and 
the RAFC 4-A inked a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) last October 19 to 
formalize the reactivation of the Baras 
Municipal Agricultural and Fishery 
Council (MAFC).

The MOA summarized the duties 
and commitments agreed by the 
Sanguniang Bayan of Baras and the 
concerned AFC members during the 
oath taking ceremony last May 25, 2015. 
Present in signing were Mayor Katherine 
Robles, DA Undersecretary for Policy 
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Former Sen. Lacson lauds 1st Visayas-wide AFC Congress

Senator Panfilo “Ping” Lacson, Sr. addresses more than 70 participants from Regions 
6,7 and 8 of the first-ever Visayas-wide AFC Congress at Doher Hotel in Mandaue 
City, Cebu. Listening to the senator are PCAF Exec. Dir. Ariel Cayanan, RTD Marina 
Hermoso of DA-RFO7, Region 7 RAFC Chairperson Lou Cabalde, Region 8 Chairperson 
Edgardo Codilla and Region 6 Chairperson Ricardo Povido, Jr. (Photo courtesy of PDD)

“Those who provide most of the 
nation’s food remain noticeably poor.”

This is a concern raised by former 
Senator Panfilo “Ping” Lacson, Sr. at the 
opening program of the first-ever Visayas-
wide Agricultural and Fisheries Council 
(AFC) Congress last October 14 to 16, 
2015 in Mandaue City in Cebu.

The three-day event aims to provide 
a proper venue for consultation on 
regional cross-cutting topics and serve as 
a support mechanism among AFCs in the 
Visayas region. The congress was a result 
of a cooperation with the Department of 
Agriculture-Regional Field Offices and 
the Regional AFC (RAFC) of Regions 6, 
7 and 8.

Addressing more than 70 AFC 
officers from Regions 6, 7 and 8, the 
former Presidential Assistant for 
Rehabilitation and Recovery Czar 
emphasized that one of the reasons 
why farmers and fisherfolks were 
experiencing below poverty level is 
corruption. It is, according to Lacson, 
“the biggest culprit and stumbling block 
in alleviating poverty, exemplifying the 
infamous Fertilizer Fund Scam and pork 
barrel scam that had once highlighted the 
department.”

He lamented that despite performing 
well in 1960s and 1970s, the Philippine 
agriculture faltered in the succeeding 
years, resulting to sector’s decelerating 
growth compared to other Asian 
countries.

In this issue...

Undeterred by these challenges, 
Lacson remains positive with RAFC and 
lauded initiatives like the Visayas-wide 
Congress that serves as a vehicle for 
progress to the agriculture and fishery 
sector. He also appealed to the AFC 
officers to fight “tooth and nail” against 
fraudulent entities that oppress farmers 
and fisherfolks.

Secretary Fredelita Guiza, newly 
appointed secretary of the Office of 
the Presidential Assistance for Food 

Security and Agricultural Modernization 
(OPAFSAM), also challenged AFC 
officers to promote convergence for a 
closer coordination and linkages with 
the private sectors especially in the grass 
roots level.

“We, at OPAFSAM aim to strengthen 
and improve the lives of the farmers. This 
is why we are here to update you on the 
programs implemented by the National 
Irrigation Administration, Philippine 
Coconut Authority and the National 

turn to page 6
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Food Authority that will equip you in 
these challenges,” Sec. Guiza added.

On the other hand, to fulfill its duty 
in creating an avenue for development, 
RAFC Region 7 Chairman Lou Cabalde 
presented relevant topics that could 
promote preparedness during calamities 
and disasters, as well as competitiveness 
amidst financial crisis.

One of these topics is the role of 
AFC in livelihood recovery program. 
The discussion was led by Engr. Edwin 
Andot, RAFC Chairman of Region 10 
who shared how the Ecosystem Worked 
for Essential Benefits (EcOWEB) have 
helped the municipalities of Guiuan, 
Salcedo and Mercedes in Eastern 
Samar build their livelihoods after the 
destruction caused by typhoon Yolanda.

Through the initiatives of RAFC 
officials in Eastern Samar in Region 8, the 
beneficiaries were able to produce 160 
tons of pork per year from 60 households 
that have helped them recover their 
livelihood.

To address the topic of climate 
change, Engr. Oscar Tabada, Chief of 

Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA)- Visayas Regional Services, 
assured the participants that the agency 
is enhancing its observing systems and 
monitoring facilities for early warning 
system by upgrading surveillance radars 
and establishment of Doppler Radar. For 
the benefit of the farmers and fisherfolks, 
there are plans of enhancement and 
acquisitions of facilities that will produce 
accurate weather forecast and conclusive 
advisories.

Dr. Roehlano Briones, Research 
Fellow II of the Philippine Institute 
of Development Studies at National 
Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA) also graced the congress and 
discussed the impact of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN) 
Economic Community Free Trade on 
agriculture and fishery sector.

Earlier reports raised doubts on the 
negative effects of reducing tariffs and 
other barriers which may cause unfair 
competition among other countries. 
However, Briones pointed out that with 

Some of the participants pose for a photo-op during the last day of the Visayas-wide 
AFC Congress. (Photo courtesy of PDD)

agreement, the Philippine agriculture will 
have an opportunity to gain access in the 
ASEAN regional market.

The challenges and opportunities 
in agriculture preparedness and 
competitiveness under the “new 
normal” were discussed by Dr. Esteban 
Godilano, consultant of DA Systems-
Wide Climate Change Office. In his talk, 
Dr. Godilano introduced the Adaptation 
and Mitigation Initiatives in Agriculture 
(AMIA) to address climate change in 
agriculture and how it paved the way 
into achieving multi-hazard maps of 
every local government unit to conduct 
tactical and strategic plans for informed 
decision-making.

Lastly, Baltazar Tribulano, Jr., 
Chief of Cebu Provincial Disaster Risk 
Reduction Management Office shared 
his knowledge on how to heighten the 
participants’ competencies in disaster 
readiness and survival planning through 
relating it to simple home activities.

In spite of the challenges that the 
agriculture sector is facing, Philippine 
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries 
(PCAF) Executive Director Ariel 
Cayanan have expressed his admiration 
to all the private partners who have 
been a great help towards agricultural 
progress.

In his message, Dir. Cayanan 
mentioned that this is an excellent place 
to exchange ideas and formulate effective 
approach in different issues the sector is 
facing.

Also present in the congress 
were Mandaue City Councilor Jimmy 
Lumapas, Regional Technical Director 
Marina Hermoso of DA-RFO7, Region 
8 RAFC Chairperson Edgardo Codilla 
and Region 6 RAFC Chairperson Ricardo 
Provido, Jr. ###

Exec. Dir. Ariel Cayanan listens 
as PCAF’s four divisions 
present their accomplishment 
reports during the Assessment 
of 2015 Agency Performance 
on December 22, 2015 at the 
Apacible Hall of the Department 
of Agriculture Compound, to 
gauge the issues and concerns 
of each division through their 
consolidated reports.
The event were joined by repre-
sentatives of the divisions from 
Administrative, Financial and 
Management Division; Plan-
ning, Monitoring and Knowledge 
Management Divisions; Policy 
Development and Coordination 
Division; and Partnership De-
velopment Division (PDD). Also 
part of the assessment were 30 
RAFC staff from 16 regions who 
have presented their respective 
reports and their limiting factors 
and barriers in the field level.

PCAF’s Assessment of Agency Performance
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To gain adequate understanding 
on the related concepts of gender and 
equality, around 200 AFC volunteers 
joined the series of Gender-Based 
Effectiveness Skills Trainings (GBEST) 
spearheaded by PCAF.

PCAF, through the Capacity 
Development Section (CDS), facilitated 
the training which focused on three 
aspects: mainstreaming gender; 
exploring gender and culture, and 
recognizing gender realities and issues.

According to PCAF CDS Chief 
Arsenia Perez, it was the first time for 
most of the participants to join a gender-
based training.

“It is important that AFCs know 
that we, at PCAF, are doing this kind of 

training and that this is in line with the 
provisions under the Magna Carta for 
Women,” Perez added.

The training team explained that the 
inclusion of the topic on Mainstreaming 
Gender is so that they could introduce 
the different gender mainstreaming 
processes and concepts. The AFC 
volunteers also learned the evolution 
of gender paradigms and perspectives 
from its early initiatives wherein women 
were viewed as vulnerable, helpless and 
needing of protection.

The second module, which was on 
Exploring Gender and Culture, tackled 
the different factors that affect how 
people perceive things depending on the 
social norms, people and environment.

Lastly, the third module focused on 
Recognizing Gender Realities and Issues 
wherein the male and female differences 
are recognized and the various gender 
issues that need to be addressed and 
understand were identified.

Dr. Leo Gallego, Gender Focal 
Person of the National Irrigation 
Authority-Rapid Food Production 
Enhancement Programme (NIA-
RAFPEP), shared his expertise and 
served as the GBEST Learning Facilitator.

For this year, PCAF was able to 
facilitate five batches of the GBEST. The 
training of the first batch was conducted 
in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan last August 
25 to 28 and was joined by 27 male and 
female AFC volunteers. For the second 
batch, 28 AFCs joined the training which 
happened at the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources Regional Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Bula, Camarines Sur 
from September 8 to 10.

The third batch, which had 
24 attendees, was held in Cebu 
Business Hotel in Cebu City, while 
the fourth batch was held at the VIP 
Hotel in Cagayan de Oro City with 
33 participants. The final batch was 
comprised of 25 volunteers and was held 
at Pinnacle Hotel in Davao City.

With the series of GBEST workshops, 
PCAF CDS Chief Perez believed that 
AFC volunteers have recognized the right 
perspective towards sexual preference of 
individuals which will help them improve 
their dealings or approaches toward the 
other members of the AFCs as well as 
their husbands or wives. ###All smiles for fairness and equality. PCAF Executive Director Ariel Cayanan joins the 

fourth batch of AFC volunteers from Cagayan de Oro after the three-day workshop for 
PCAF’s Gender-Based Effectiveness Skills Training. (Photo courtesy of PDD)

Dr. Leo Gallego, Gender Focal Person of NIA-RAFPEP, welcomes AFC volunteers during one of PCAF’s Gender-Based Effective-
ness Skills Training (GBEST). (Photo courtesy of PDD)

PCAF’s GBEST paints clearer picture on gender equality
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Representatives of the Science City of Muñoz, led by Ben Gagelonia (third from the left), pose for a photo op after receiving 
the Outstanding Municipal Agricultural and Fishery Council during the 2015 Gawad Saka Awarding Ceremony. Joining the win-
ners were PCAF Executive Director and 2015 Gawad Saka National Executive Committee Chairperson Ariel Cayanan, ASec. 
Edilberto De Luna and Agriculture Secretary Proceso Alcala.  PCAF, which served as this year’s National Secretariat, gave the 
much needed support to the National Technical Commitee together with the Board of Judges as it spent months of meticulous 
deliberation to confer the 23 awards to the outstanding men and women of the agriculture and fisheries sector on December 09, 
2015 at the Philippine International Cultural Center. The Gawad Saka, which served as one of the most prestigious award in the 
agricultural sector, started as a major event of the National Food and Agriculture Council and was first called as the Outstanding 
Farmers of the Year.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2015 GAWAD SAKA AWARDING CEREMONYHIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2015 GAWAD SAKA AWARDING CEREMONY

After reading the message sent by President Benigno Simeon Aquino III, 
Secretary Alcala congratulates the winners of this year’s Gawad Saka.
He also acknowledged the committees, chaired by PCAF, who worked 
hard to make the event possible. In front of more than five hundred 
guests, Sec. Alcala gave instructions to gather all the winners of the 
Gawad Saka since it started almost 50 years ago. (Photo courtesy of AFID)
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2015 GAWAD SAKA AWARDING CEREMONYHIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2015 GAWAD SAKA AWARDING CEREMONY
“Ang nakamit na tagumpay ng PAFC 
Quirino ay bunga ng isang magandang 
samahan, pagtutulungan at isahang pag-
kilos ng bawat kasapi na tinatawag na 
AFC volunteers sa lalawigan ng Quirino.”
PAFC Quirino representative Dante To-
bias said that these qualities shepherd 
the entire AFC volunteers of Quirino to 
bag the 2015 Gawad Saka Outstanding 
PACF award. 
In his speech, Tobias thanked the De-
partment of Agriculture and the local 
government unit of Quirino in support-
ing them in their agricultural needs par-
ticularly in creating measures against the 
threats of soil degration in the province. 
The Gawad Saka commenced more 
than four decades ago by NFAC and was 
later handled by different DA agencies. 
This year, as the Gawad Saka marked 
its 45th anniversary, it was given back to 
NFAC, now known as PCAF.  

(Photo courtesy of AFID)
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DA, Grow Asia Address Challenges

Baras MAFC ...
from page 1

and Planning Segfredo Serrano, PCAF 
Executive Director Ariel Cayanan, with 
the representatives from PCAF, Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Baras, DA-
RFO 4A, and RAFC–4A.

Also present in the ceremony were 
other Baras officials, and Agricultural 
Program Coordinating Officer (APCO) 
Maria Cribe, who represented the 
Regional Executive Director Vilma 
Dimaculangan. This landmark event 
aims to reinstitutionalize the MAFC 
as a venue for consultative and 
continuing discussions among partners 
in the government and stakeholders, 
particularly in Baras, Rizal.

The Baras MAFC is the first MAFC 
to be formally reactivated since the 
National Agricultural and Fishery 
Council (NAFC) was rationalized as 
PCAF.

“There is a great need for the AFC’s 
involvement in the Local Development 
Councils (LDC). The role of the AFC, 
whose members are from the private 
sector, is vital. The private sector 
may assist and influence in the agri- 
fishery sectors and has an essential 
contribution in generating employment 
and investment opportunities,” said 
Undersecretary Serrano during the MOA 
signing.

Meanwhile, Executive Director 
Cayanan briefly explained the roles and 
responsibilities of the LGU and the Baras 
MAFC officials.

Under the agreement, PCAF will 
provide financial, logistical and technical 
support for the activities needed for the 
reactivation of the Baras MAFC and for 
the conduct of continuous consultations 
for the agriculture and fisheries 
stakeholders.

The DA-RFO 4-A will ensure the 
attainment of the thrusts and mandates 

of the AFC on consultation, integration, 
networking and advocacy in the local 
community. It will also supervise the 
reactivation activities and operations, 
and the MAFC project coordination and 
monitoring activities.

The RAFC 4-A, on the other hand, 
will provide direct assistance and oversee 
the activities regarding the reactivation 
of the Baras MAFC, and ensure the 
continuous conduct of AFC-related 
activities in the said town. It will also 
serve as channel for livelihood assistance 
and establishment of institutional 
development projects in the municipality 
through endorsement of projects 
proposals of the MAFC.

For its part, the Baras LGU will 
provide financial and logistical support 
for the strengthening and continuous 
conduct of activities of the Baras MAFC 

on top of the operational funds provided 
by PCAF. Also, LGU officials will attend 
Baras MAFC meetings, consultations and 
other activities, and provide assistance in 
the conduct of agricultural and fishery 
programs and projects in Baras and give 
advice to the MAFC members on matters 
and issues related to DILG.

“The Baras local government is 
committed to support the agricultural 
development of our municipality. At 
present, we are aiming to get an Organic 
Certification in support to the growing 
organic production here,” said Baras 
Mayor Robles in her message. ###

DA Undersecretary for Policy and Planning Segfredo Serrano and PCAF Executive 
Director Ariel Cayanan listen to Mayor Katherine Robles as she explains how they are 
helping their farmers in growing organic production. Also listening were representatives 
from PCAF, Local Government Unit (LGU) of Baras, DA-RFO 4A and RAFC–4A. (Photo 
courtesy of PDD)

Department of Agriculture (DA) Secretary 
Proceso Alcala responds to concerns of over a 
hundred stakeholders and top executives of Grow 
Asia during the general meeting of the Philippine 
Partnership for Sustainable Agriculture (PPSA) 
last November 10, 2015 at the Agricultural Training 
Institute- Rural Development Education Center 
in Quezon City. The participants focused on the 
challenges and proposed solutions in growing 
five priority crops, which they have identified as 
corn, coconut, coffee, cassava and fisheries. 
Also discussed were cross-cutting issues such 
as agri-finance and mobile technology, farmer 
capacity building, and logistics. The PPSA was a 
joint project of DA and Grow Asia. In line with this, 
Sec. Alcala appeals to the Philippine Council for 
Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF) to serve as the 
official secretariat and extend its support with the 
members of PPSA and its partners. 

PCAF QUARTERLY   October to December 2015

Christmas verse:
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 
(Matthew 1:23)
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AFCs highlighted at AgriLink 2015

The Agricultural and Fishery Councils (AFCs) were showcased at the Philippine Council for Agriculture and Fisheries’ (PCAF) exhibit 
during the AgriLink/FoodLink/AquaLink 2015 last October 15 to 17 at the World Trade Center, Pasay City. Cagayan Valley Regional 
AFC (RAFC) Chairperson Isidro Acosta served as the chairperson of the said trade exhibit this year. He stressed the important 
role of the AFCs in countryside growth through policy dialogues and program and project monitoring and in fostering volunteerism 
among stakeholders in agri-fishery development. Organized by the Foundation for Resource Linkage & Development (FRLD), in 
partnership with the Department of Agriculture (DA) and local and international agribusiness and food organizations, the annual event 
is among the country’s largest trade exhibit on agriculture, food and aquaculture. This year’s exhibit, themed “Regional Agribusiness 
Development: Cornerstone of Inclusive Growth”, also provided a venue for the biggest gathering of high level leaders of the local 
and international agribusiness and food sectors that attend as participants and/or resource persons. Photo shows Sec. Alcala, RAFC 
Chairperson Acosta, DA Undersecretary for Fisheries Asis Perez joining PCAF staff and private sector partners in a group photo at 
the PCAF exhibit area.

 My warmest greetings to all our beloved agriculture and fishery 
partners!
 The time has come again to gather for the most joyful celebration 
for us, Filipinos. Christmas is not only a season of merry-making, it is also 
a season for loving, time of healing and renewed strength.
 It has been a year since the consolidation of NAFC and LDC 
which brought us the birth of PCAF. Just like the birth of Jesus Christ, 
PCAF also holds a great promise to all of us—to promote and intensify the 
capacities of participatory and collaborative governance.  
 This is why we, at PCAF, have been so grateful for your continuous 
support in all the endeavors to uplift the life of our farmers and fisherfolks 
through collaborating with us in creating effective policies. We have done 
relevant efforts but it seems there are endless tasks to be accomplished. 
May this season inspires us to pause for a while and contemplate on what 
needs to be improved. This will gear us up to further rise on the challenges 
of what 2016 offers. Let us encourage our hearts to lead the horse and 
enable others to act.
 With our steadfast commitment and your unceasing support, we 
can attain a better and brighter future for the agri-fishery communities.
 Mapagpalang Pasko at Masaganang Bagong Taon sa ating lahat!

Engr. Ariel Cayanan
  Executive Director

A Christmas Message from the Director

PCAF QUARTERLY   October to December 2015
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PCAF leads Area-wide Consultations on Draft NAFMechP
To further enhance the efficiency 

of land and labor force through farm 
mechanization in the Philippines, the 
Philippine Council for Agriculture and 
Fisheries (PCAF), in collaboration with 
the Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Engineering (BAFE), spearheaded a 
series of area-wide consultations on the 
Draft National Agricultural and Fisheries 
Mechanization Program (NAFMechP) in 
Visayas and Mindanao.

The Draft NAFMechP area-wide 
consultations were conducted from 
October to December of 2015. The 
Luzon-wide consultation was conducted 
by BAFE in November 2015 and was 
followed by a series of consultations 
in Visayas and Mindanao arranged by 
PCAF.

The Visayas-wide consultation was 
held in Iloilo City last October 19 to 21 
and was joined by representatives from 
the regions 6 and 8. It was followed by 
Mindanao-wide consultation, which 
were divided into two parts – Mindanao 
A from regions 9, 10 and Caraga Region 
on November 9 to 11, and Mindanao B 
from regions 11, 12 and the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao on 
November 11 to 13, were both held in 
Davao City. 

“The consultation marks another 
step towards the realization of the 
AFMech Law’s goal to greatly improve 
the land and labor efficiency in the 
country’s farming sector,” said PCAF 
Executive Director Ariel Cayanan in 
his message in Iloilo City during the 
Visayas-wide Consultation.

As a prelude activity for the area-
wide consultations, BAFE in cooperation 
with PCAF and DA-Regional Field 
Office (RFO) 7 spearheaded a Pilot

Consultation on the Draft Regional 
Agricultural and Fisheries Mechanization 
Program (RAFMechP) for Region 7 
conducted in Cebu City on September 28 
and 29, 2015. 

The area-wide consultation on the 
Draft NAFMechP is in accordance to 
Section 5, Rule 5.5 of the AFMech Law 
stating that the PCAF Agriculture and 
Fishery Mechanization Committee 
(AFMeC) shall conduct national 
and local consultations on the Draft 
NAFMechP prior its submission to the 
Agriculture Secretary for approval. 

This is also in pursuant to 
Agriculture Secretary Proceso Alcala’s 
signing of the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR) of Republic Act no. 
10601 or AFMech Law in December 
2013. The AFMech Law was signed by 
President Benigno Simeon Aquino on 
June 5, 2013 that aims to promote

agricultural and fisheries mechanization 
development in the country.

To further widen the participants’ 
awareness, PCAF invited resource per-
sons to discuss the five major compo-
nents of the RAFMechP and NAFMechP. 
These include the research, develop-
ment and extension; local assembly and 
manufacturing; standards and regula-
tions; research, development and exten-
sion; human resource development; 
and support services and institutional 
development.

These components were considered 
by the DA-RFOs in drafting their respec-
tive RAFMechP. The outputs of the area-
wide consultations will be consolidated 
by the BAFE and PCAF. 

It will be subjected to National Con-
sultation wherein the output will be pre-
sented in the AFMeC that will eventually 
endorse to the National Agriculture and 
Fisheries Council for approval prior to 
the issuance of policy. ###

Pedro Lim, Chairperson Provincial Agricultural and Fishery Council (PAFC) Agusan 
del Sur, raises his concerns during the area-wide consultation for Mindanao B on the 
Draft National Agricultural and Fisheries Mechanization Program (NAFMechP) at the 
Apo View Hotel in Davao City last November 11 to 13, 2015. (Photo courtesy of PDCP)


