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PCAF thanks development partners on 2nd anniversary

With the theme “Panibagong Simula, Sanib Pwersa tungo sa Maunlad na Pagsasaka at Pangingisda,” PCAF marked its second
anniversary this June. PCAF Exec. Dir. Ariel Cayanan led the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the PCAF exhibit on June 29 at the DA
lobby which officially kicked off the agency’s weeklong celebration.

The Philippine Council for
Agriculture and Fisheries (PCAF)
celebrated its second founding
anniversary on June 29 to July 3, 2015
with the theme “Panibagong Simula,
Sanib Pwersa tungo sa Maunlad na
Pagsasaka at Pangingisda”.
PCAF Executive Director Ariel
Cayanan led the opening rites of the
weeklong celebration on June 29 at
the Department of Agriculture (DA)
Central Office in Quezon City through
a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the PCAF
exhibit, together with DA Undersecretary
for Livestock Jose Reaño, DA Personnel
Division Chief Marites Bernardo and
PCAF National Sectoral Committee
(NSC) on Poultry, Livestock and Feed
Crops Chairperson Rufina Salas.

In his speech after the flag-raising
ceremony at the DA grounds, Exec. Dir.
Cayanan thanked the agency’s partners
from the DA, the NSCs, the Agricultural
and Fishery Councils (AFCs), and other
government agencies for their support on
PCAF’s efforts to champion the needs of
Filipino farmers and fisherfolk.
Agriculture Secretary Proceso Alcala
graced the exhibit and joined Exec. Dir.
Cayanan, Deputy Exec. Dir. Florabelle
Uy-Yap and PCAF employees in a short
tour and photo session.
A “kapihan” session was also held for
DA and PCAF officials and employees at
PCAF’s Apacible Conference Room B.
PCAF officials and employees also
attended a special thanksgiving mass
and a short gathering where loyalty

awards and plaques of appreciation
were respectively given to long-serving
employees and retirees.
“Our biggest challenge now is finding
out how we can harness the expertise and
competencies of each PCAF employee
to improve the agency’s services for
the clientele. I hope that we’d be able to
continually earn our Secretary’s trust and
always strive for excellence in serving our
stakeholders,” Exec. Dir. Cayanan said as
he thanked all PCAF employees for their
contributions.
PCAF is an attached agency of
the DA and serves as its focal office in
private-public partnership in policymaking for the agriculture and fisheries
turn to page 2

AFC involvement in DA plans, programs enhanced
The DA has directed all its regional
directors to secure the endorsement of
the Regional AFCs (RAFCs) on their
respective plans, programs and projects
prior to implementation.
This is in line with the resolution
adopted during an operational meeting
of the RAFC Chairpersons last March
18. Through the resolution, the
chairpersons urged Sec. Alcala to ensure
the participation of the AFCs in the
review of the plans and programs with
the corresponding budgetary allocations,
including special projects, of the DA, its

attached agencies and bureaus, and the
LGUs.
“The AFCs can best represent the
needs of the farmers and fisherfolk as
they are exposed to the situations at the
local level,” the RAFC Chairpersons said
in the resolution.
This move, the RAFC Chairpersons
said, would also ensure transparency in
government transactions which is one
of the key result areas of the Aquino
administration.
It is also in line with Sec. Alcala’s
August 2012 memorandum enjoining all

RAFC Chairpersons and Coordinators to
participate in the planning and budgeting
process of the DA Regional Field Offices
(RFOs).
Through a memorandum dated
May 4, 2015, DA Undersecretary for
Operations and Agribusiness and
Marketing Emerson Palad endorsed the
said resolution to all DA RFOs stating
that the feat supports the Department’s
continuing thrust of mainstreaming and
enhancing the participation of the AFCs
in agricultural and fishery development.
		
###

DA, partners discuss Phl Partnership on Sustainable Agriculture
In preparation for the World
Economic Forum (WEF) on East Asia
in May, the DA, in partnership with
PCAF, conducted the Orientation on
the Grow Asia Initiative of the WEF last
April 13 at the ATI-Rural Development
and Education Center, Elliptical Road,
Diliman, Quezon City.
PCAF Executive Director Ariel
Cayanan welcomed around 160
participants from the NSCs, RAFCs and
other government and private sector
stakeholders.
“The PCAF’s private sectorled network of consultative bodies,
comprised of the NSCs and AFCs, could
play a significant part in this initiative.
Today’s gathering will indeed help create
mutual understanding among our NSC
and AFC partners as well as the DA
family on the nature of this undertaking,”
Exec. Dir. Cayanan stressed as he
delivered his welcome message.
DA Secretary Proceso Alcala also
called on the participants to focus on
activities that the government and the
private sector can work on together.
“We have a long list of things to do.
We all know that by focusing on certain
activities under Grow Asia, this can be a
venue for innovation,” he said.
Grow Asia Partnership-WEF Special

Advisor Kavita Prakash-Mani presented
the Grow Asia and Partnership Approach
for Multi-stakeholder Collaboration.
She spoke of Grow Asia’s aim to reach
10 million smallholders and improve
their farm productivity, profitability and
environmental sustainability by 20% by
2020.
She also shared their projects in
Vietnam and in Indonesia which aims
to engage 20, 000 Vietnamese coffee
farmers within five years and train five
million Indonesian corn farmers by 2020,
respectively.
During the forum, some participants
from the private sector asked what the
Grow Asia expects from them in creating
initiatives toward food security and
environmental sustainability as well as in
improving farmers’ livelihood.
“We’re not expecting anything
from any of you. We are here to support
you in your journey of transforming
agriculture,” the special advisor answered.
On the other hand, Sec. Alcala
recommended that they organize a
national secretariat to enhance the
engagement of both public and private
sector in the Grow Asia initiative. “We
are offering a space in the DA to serve as
an office for the national secretariat,” he
added.

Grow Asia Special Advisor PrakashMani thanked Sec. Alcala for his support
and looked forward to everyone’s
participation in the Grow Asia’s
initiatives.
She also emphasized that they are
looking at financing and providing
appropriate training and infrastructure to
address farmers’ needs.
Furthermore, she suggested forming
working groups on corn, coconut,
coffee and cassava. “In addition to
focusing on specific crop value chains,
the partnership could also consider
a geographical focus which would
include multiple crops and enable the
local development of infrastructure,
supply chain, finances and farmer
capacity in line with the Philippine Rural
Development Plan which also has a
geographic focus,” she added.
Meanwhile, Undersecretary Emerson
Palad underscored that the Department
is ready to shoulder the expenses of the
national secretariat for the Grow Asia
Initiative. He also enjoined the private
sector to lead the initiative.
“We hope to create the national
secretariat by the end of this month,” he
said.
		
###

PCAF thanks development partners...
from page 1

sector. It was established on June 26,
2013 by virtue of Executive Order No.
366, Series of 2004 which effected the
rationalization of government agencies of
the executive branch.
The creation of PCAF is the result
of the consolidation of the National
Agricultural and Fishery Council and
the Livestock Development Council
which are mandated to serve as the DA’s
advisory body to ensure the success of
its programs and activities and policymaking body for the livestock and
poultry sector, respectively.
This year marks the agency’s maiden
year of operations under its three core
processes, namely, Agriculture and
Fisheries Monitoring and Evaluation,
Policy Development, and Partnership
Development.
PCAF fulfills its mandates through
its three consultative bodies: the National
Agriculture and Fisheries Council (NAF
Council) which is led by the Agriculture
Secretary as the chairperson-coordinator
and the private sector-led NSCs and
AFCs.
Strengthening stakeholder
participation
This year, PCAF continues to
ensure strengthened mechanisms for
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broad-based stakeholder engagement by
augmenting its consultations, dialogs and
conferences from the national down to
the local level, ensuring multi-sectoral
representation in these meetings, and
enhancing the secretariat and technical
work provided to its network of
consultative bodies.
Early this year, PCAF convened
the NAF Council, the NAF Council
Budget Committee, the NSCs and the
AFCs to discuss the DA’s 2016 plan and
budget proposal. In these meetings,
partners from the private sector proposed
improvements on the agriculture
and fisheries plan and budget for the
upcoming year.
The agency has also concluded
a series of area-wide stakeholder
consultations for a strategic policy
framework for the rice industry and is
preparing for a national rice summit in
light of the conclusion of the quantitative
restriction on rice imports in June 2017.
PCAF also expands private sector
participation in the monitoring of agrifishery programs and projects this year
by tapping private sector partners from
the NSCs to conduct field validations in
various areas nationwide. This is aside
from the regular validation activities
being conducted by the AFCs.
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To pave the way for a more effective
implementation of the Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization Act of
1997 or Republic Act No. 8435, PCAF
has partnered with the Development
Academy of the Philippines for a rapid
assessment of the implementation of the
said law.
The resulting “AFMA Rapid
Assessment Report” is seen to provide
inputs in the crafting of an agriculture
and fisheries sectoral plan.
Last April, PCAF facilitated the
ceremonial turnover of farming inputs
as part of the livelihood assistance
provided by the Government of Japan
for the typhoon Yolanda-affected areas
in the towns of Sta. Rita and Basey in
Samar. Fishing paraphernalia will also
be distributed to beneficiaries in Guiuan,
Eastern Samar. This is through the
Agrikultura: Kaagapay ng Bayang Pinoy
(AKBay) Program Phase II, an initiative
for the typhoon Yolanda-affected areas
funded under the Japan 2KR Program.
PCAF has also established and is
managing a network of volunteers from
both the government and the private
sector while also providing quality, timely
and cost-effective capability development
activities for individual and institutional
members of the consultative bodies.

PCAF, PCIC ink MOA on NSCs’, AFCs’ insurance
In recognition of the invaluable
service and contribution of the NSCs and
the AFCs, PCAF carries on the previous
insurance protection initiative for them
by entering into a renewed agreement
with the Philippine Crop Insurance
Corporation (PCIC).
On May 28, 2015, a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) was signed between
PCAF and the PCIC for a year-long
insurance program for the NSCs and
the AFCs through the latter’s Accident
and Dismemberment Security Scheme
(ADSS).
The insurance protection is for the
chairpersons, sectoral chairpersons
coordinators, and executive officers
of the RAFCs; chairpersons, sectoral
chairpersons, and coordinators of the
provincial AFCs; chairpersons and
coordinators of the 429 PCAF-supported
municipal AFCs; and, chairpersons of
the NSCs, subcommittees and technical
working committees.
The scheme covers the death,
dismemberment or disablement due to
accident of the beneficiaries aged up to
80 years old.
“It would really help a lot because
these NSC and AFC members are
volunteers of the DA and PCAF. This is
an incentive for them as they are helping
PCAF achieve their goals and the PCIC is
glad to be a partner in this undertaking,”

PCAF Executive Director Ariel Cayanan (seated, second from right) and PCIC
President Jovy Bernabe (seated, center) ink a Memorandum of Agreement on the
insurance protection for the NSCs and the AFCs under the PCIC Accident and
Dismemberment Security Scheme as PCAF and PCIC officials look on.

PCIC President Jovy Bernabe said after
signing the MOA with PCAF Executive
Director Ariel Cayanan.
Other PCAF officials present
in the event were PCAF Deputy
Executive Director Florabelle UyYap; PCAF Partnership Development
Division (PDD) Chief Elgie Namia;
Administrative, Financial and
Management Division (AFMD) Chief
Alexander Daroya; PDD Volunteer
Management Section (VMS) Chief
Conchita del Rosario; VMS officers
Marilyn Gonzales and Michael Rey
Lazaro; and AFMD Budget Section Chief
Jose Redentor Besenio.

“The intrinsic value of the insurance
coverage is too small compared with
the voluntary service rendered by our
NSC and AFC partners for PCAF and
for the agriculture and fisheries sector
as a whole. We hope that the insurance
coverage would be like a seed that will
grow as we especially look forward to
expanding it in the future,” Exec. Dir.
Cayanan.
Aside from the said insurance
program, PCAF also has efforts to
support the telecommunication needs of
the members of these consultative bodies
as well as an awards and recognition
program slated later this year.

DA gets budget committee's feedback on proposed 2016 plan and budget

In line with the present administration’s thrust to broaden the participation of civil society organizations and other stakeholders in
the budget preparation process, the DA, through PCAF, met with the private sector-led NAF Council Budget Committee on May 21.
DA officials presented the 2016 DA Plan and Budget Proposal to the committee members for their feedback and recommendations
for its improvement. The NAF Council Budget Committee was also informed of the new budgeting scheme which requires agencies
to have separate budget for on-going/approved programs (Tier 1) vis-à-vis new or expanded ones (Tier 2) to give better focus
on each type of program. For 2016, the DA continues forth with its thrusts and priorities to achieve a competitive and sustainable
agriculture and fisheries sector. The Budget Committee recommended that DA Banner Program Directors meet with the concerned
PCAF NSCs to present the details of the Tier 2 budget before the technical review with the Department of Budget and Management
on June 3.
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A faith no storm can break
Agriculture and fisheries have been
their major source of livelihood. After
typhoon Yolanda’s onslaught, the people
of Samar were left with almost nothing.
But their resiliency and faith enabled
them to weather the storm that destroyed
their livelihood and properties.
“With your innate resilience and
strong faith, you were able to weather the
storm and overcome such misfortune.
I salute all of you for your strong and
optimistic spirit,” said PCAF Exec. Dir.
Ariel Cayanan as he recalled the disaster
in Region VIII in November 2013.
“The recovery and rehabilitation
of the devastated families here in the
region was also made possible through
the efforts and support of different
institutions from the private and public
sectors. Now, the Government of Japan
furthers these initiatives through the
AKBay Program Phase II,” added
Dir. Cayanan as he spoke to around a
thousand farming households in the
towns of Sta. Rita and Basey in Samar
during the Ceremonial Handover of
Livelihood Projects to Yolanda survivors
last April 27.
The AKBay Program Phase II, an
initiative for the typhoon Yolandaaffected areas, is funded under the
Japanese Grant Assistance for the Food
Security Project for Underprivileged
Farmers, or 2KR Program.
Meanwhile, Japan First Secretary
of Agriculture Kenji Terada shared
his hope that the farmer beneficiaries
will contribute to the DA by providing
sufficient food to the Filipino people.
On the other hand, Japan
International Cooperation Agency Chief
Representative Noriaki Niwa explained
that the AKBay Phase II Program aims to
revive the livelihood in typhoon-affected
areas by providing income-generating
opportunities such as farm inputs and
fishing boats to 8, 500 farming and

JICA Chief Representative Noriaki Niwa and Japan First Secretary of Agriculture Kenji
Terada turn over P15, 000 worth of farming inputs such as vegetable seeds, farm tools
and fertilizers to AKBay II farmer-beneficiaries in Sta. Rita and Basey, Samar.

fishing households.
Towards food sufficiency
“Let us not be dependent on the
government. I believe that we all have
our own potentials that can help our
country,” Samar Provincial Administrator
Romeo Reales reminded the beneficiaries
of the AKBay Program.
“We did not expect to receive this
much,” Rosmelita Mendez, one of the
farmer-beneficiaries, emotionally shared.
“Let us enrich what we have by
attending more trainings such as the
Farmers’ Field School. I am a woman
and I have been actively doing my part in
improving the quality of our life. I share
with my husband what I learn in the
trainings that I attended,” she added as
she encouraged women to do their part

in nation-building.
“We couldn’t thank the government
of Japan enough. We were given a
complete package worth P15,000 of
livelihood inputs – from trainings to
seeds, fertilizers and farm tools such
as bolo, itak, shovel, hoe, rake, water
sprinkler, knapsack sprayer and a
200-liter drum ,” Arsenio Nieva, another
farmer-beneficiary said in their local
dialect.
“We promise to use these tools in
tilling our lands to help improve the
economy of our community,” he added.
Farming and fishing household
beneficiaries in Guiuan, Eastern Samar,
where typhoon Yolanda made its first
landfall, will also receive livelihood
projects in May.
		
###

Farming household beneficiaries in Samar thank the people of Japan for the assistance they received to re-establish their
livelihood.
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Stakeholders support proposed 2016 budget,
laud gov’t for project implementation

Representatives from different concerned government agencies and private sector convene to discuss the DA’s proposed budget
for next year towards a more competitive and sustainable agriculture and fisheries sector.

Members of the NAF Council
unanimously approved to endorse the
proposed P81.3 billion budget for DA
ongoing programs and projects (Tier 1)
for fiscal year 2016.
Composed of representatives from
different government agencies, civil
society organizations, non-government
organizations and farmers groups, the
NAF Council, chaired by Secretary
Proceso Alcala, convened on May 25
at the Pearl Hall, SEAMEO Innotech,
Diliman, Quezon City.
The NAF Council is the apex
mechanism for consultation and dialogue
between and among government
agencies, local government units and the
private sector.
During the meeting, private sector
stakeholders also lauded the DA for
having the fastest rice production
growth rate among other rice producing
countries in the ASEAN region. They also
commended Sec. Alcala for the successful
implementation of the Philippine Rural
Development Project (PRDP).
“The department has achieved more
because of the efforts of our farmers as
well as the participation of our private
sector stakeholders,” Sec. Alcala stressed.
Aside from the interventions
the DA crafted, the NAF Council
also recommended for an increase
in the budget for the DA-High Value
Crops Development Program, for the
decreased poverty rate among farmers
and fisherfolk to be incorporated as
target indicator in the DA’s thrusts and
priorities, for the availability of agrifishery technicians to be ascertained at
the municipal levels, for the DA to ensure
that the farmer and fisherfolk registry
system is precise, among others.

The stakeholders also urged the DA
to promote climate change adaptation
and resiliency to increase farmers’ and
fishers’ productivity amid the challenges
that the phenomenon poses.
Subsequent to the NAF Council
meeting were simultaneous consultations
with each sectoral committee last May
29 to prioritize and validate new or
expanded programs and projects (Tier 2).
DA’s commitment for 2016
The proposed 2016 DA budget is
56.26% higher compared to last year’s
approved budget under the General
Appropriations Act. With this, the
department hopes to attain agri-fishery
gross value added growth of 3.5-4.5%,
increase agicultural exports by 9.5-10.5%
and improve labor productivity by 2-5%.
To achieve its commitments for
next year, the DA has proposed P586
million for agriculture and fishery policy

services and P25.7 billion for technical
and support services which include
production support services, market
development services and extension
support, education and training services,
and research and development.
Under the budget proposal, funds for
irrigation network services is P2.7 billion;
farm-to-market road network services,
P15.6 billion; agricultural equipment
and facilities, 8.6 billion; agriculture and
fishery regulation services, P3.6 billion;
and, credit support
For the implementation of its major
programs and projects, the department is
proposing a total budget of P11.3 billion
for rice, P3.3 billion for livestock and
poultry, P2.88 billion for corn, P2.88
billion for high value crops, P8.8 billion
for fisheries, P8.9 billion for farm-tomarket roads, P635 million for organic
agriculture and P9 billion for the PRDP.
		
###

Private sector stakeholders lauded the DA for its achievements in the previous year.
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PCAF, BAFS consult stakeholders on GAP for coffee

Stakeholders share their suggestions on the draft PNS Code on GAP for Coffee which
is expected to be registered as a national standard by the end of this year.

PCAF, in collaboration with the
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries
Standards (BAFS), conducted a
consultative workshop on the Draft
Philippine National Standards (PNS)
Code on Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP) for coffee on June 3-4 at the
Sunrise Holiday Mansion in Alfonso,
Cavite.
A PNS code is being drafted to
provide guidelines for farmers on
practices from pre-planting, planting
operations and postharvest handling
of coffee. This is also to minimize the
occurrence of microbial, chemical and

physical hazards during production
and primary and secondary processing
particularly for coffee bean.
In his message, PCAF Exec. Dir.
Ariel Cayanan cited that in 2013, coffee
was second to petroleum among the
world's most traded commodities.
He also emphasized that it is a great
market opportunity especially with the
realization of the ASEAN Economic
Community.
Meanwhile, BAFS Standards
Development Division Officer-in-Charge
Lara Navarro discussed the Basics of
Standard Development as well as the

mechanics of the consultative workshop.
She emphasized that there are provisions
in the draft PNS Code of GAP for Coffee
which are related to food safety standards
under the Food Safety Act of 2013.
During the workshop, the
participants reviewed the provisions
of the draft PNS Code. Some of the
recommendations include using the term
“green coffee beans” instead of “dried
coffee” in line with the harmonized
standards in the ASEAN, review of the
recommended land elevation for growing
coffee, mandatory use of quality planting
materials from accredited nurseries,
training for farmers on documentation
and record-keeping, among others.
Other issues discussed were on
funding of trainings and seminars for
coffee farmers, funding/distribution of
coffee bean dryers, and development of
standards for equipment for processing
coffee. The participants also suggested the
creation of database for coffee farms and
coffee growers in the country.
The said GAP is expected to be
registered as a national standard by the
end of this year.

Dir. Cayanan joins gov’t panel at ‘Fish Talk’,
stresses support for establishment of fisherfolk settlement

PCAF Executive Director Ariel Cayanan was part of the panel of government officials that met with around 500 fisherfolk from
different organizations and provinces in Luzon at a forum dubbed as “Fish Talk” held on May 29 at the Philippine Coconut Authority
Covered Court, Diliman, Quezon City. The forum was organized by the National Anti-Poverty Commission, in cooperation with the
DA-Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR), as part of the culmination of the Farmers’ and Fisherfolk’s Month. The
event served as an opportunity to address issues affecting the fisheries sector and further strengthen the partnership between
the fishery stakeholders and the government. The discussion focused on the welfare of Filipino fisherfolk, particularly on issues
regarding fisherfolk settlement areas, Republic Act (RA) 8550 as amended by RA 10654 on municipal water delineation, and the
existence of Danish Seine fishing despite the 2013 issuance of Fisheries Administrative Order No. 246 banning the operation
of Danish Seine and Modified Danish Seine in Philippine waters. Exec. Dir. Cayanan stressed that PCAF, through the National
Sectoral Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture (CFA), strongly supports the implementation of the provision of the Philippine
Fisheries Code of 1998 on the establishment of settlement areas for fisherfolk. He shared PCAF-CFA’s Resolution No. 4, Series of
2015 recommending the conduct of a fisherfolk settlement policy forum to thresh out measures to expedite the implementation of
this project. (With report and photo from DA-BFAR Central Office)
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Stakeholders voice support for Sugarcane Industry Development Act
Private sector stakeholders and
partners from concerned civil society
organizations voiced their support for
the newly enacted Sugarcane Industry
Development Act of 2015, or RA 10659,
and offered recommendations for the
refinement of its Implementing Rules
and Regulations (IRR) during a national
consultation last June 8.
Organized by the Sugarcane
Regulatory Administration (SRA)
and PCAF, the consultation comes
on the heels of the area-wide public
consultations spearheaded by the SRA.
“With this new law, the sugarcane
industry is provided with the enabling
environment to truly be strategically
diversified. Through this Act, we can look
forward to a more competitive sugarcane
industry, well-utilized sugarcane
resources, and improved income for
farmers and farm workers,” PCAF Exec.
Dir. Ariel Cayanan said in his message.
SRA officials, led by Board Member
(Miller) Atty. Jesus Barrera, facilitated the
review of the draft IRR and welcomed the
recommendations of the participants.
Some of the recommendations
include increasing block farm areas to 50
hectares to increase efficiency, providing
farmers life insurance or other social
protection schemes, collaborating with
higher education institutions on farm
management initiatives and conducting
training programs for block farm

Stakeholders and partners review the salient features of the Sugarcane Industry
Development Act of 2015.

managers.
The participants also stressed that
stakeholder representation should be
ensured in the Sugarcane Industry
Development Council which will serve
as consultative body on the identification
and prioritization of specific programs
and projects.
They also said that, aside from
ensuring productivity and profitability,
the Act should also be able to address
poverty and welfare of farmers, help
eradicate child labor and include
underprivileged students from families
that are dependent on sugarcane farming.
The Sugarcane Industry
Development Act of 2015 is aimed
at promoting the competitiveness of
the sugarcane industry, maximizing

the utilization of sugarcane resources
and improving the incomes of farmers
and farm workers through improved
productivity, product diversification, job
generation and increased efficiency of
sugar mills.
Institutionalized in the Act are
key programs such as Productivity
Improvement Programs which comprise
block farms, farm support and farm
mechanization.
Other key programs that will
be implemented under the law are
Infrastructure Support Programs,
Research, Development and Extension
and Human Resource Development
Programs.
		
###

Reorganized Baras MAFC officers take oath

Led by PCAF Exec. Dir. Ariel Cayanan, together with Mayor Kathrine Robles, Regional AFC 4A Chairperson James Argosino,
Provincial AFC Chairperson Wilfredo San Juan and the Sangguniang Bayan members, the newly elected officers of the Baras
Municipal AFC, headed by Chairperson Manuel Golla, took their oath last May 15 during the celebration of the Farmers’ Day and
Convention in San Salvador, Baras, Rizal. In line with this, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between PCAF and the local
government unit (LGU) of Baras defining the duties and commitments of concerned stakeholders was transmitted to the said LGU.
The MOA seeks to institutionalize the Baras MAFC as a venue for consultation and continuing discussion among local stakeholders
from agriculture and fisheries sector. In his message, Dir. Cayanan stressed that PCAF, through the AFC, will always help the
farmers in Baras in addressing the challenges they face in farming. In addition, he encouraged them to continuously support
organic farming given its health benefits and market opportunities. Meanwhile, Mayor Robles emphasized the importance of
proper consultation and planning prior to project implementation. She also assured the farmers that the LGU will provide them the
necessary support for their continual development.
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PCAF partners with DAP for AFMA Rapid Assessment
To pave the way for a more effective
implementation of the Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization Act of
1997 (AFMA), or RA 8435, PCAF
has partnered with the Development
Academy of the Philippines (DAP) for a
rapid assessment of the implementation
of the said law.
AFMA was signed into law in
December 1997 to modernize Philippine
agriculture and fisheries to make it more
competitive in the global market.
The IRR of the law mandate the NAF
Council to assist the DA in the broadbased monitoring and coordination
of the agricultural and fisheries
modernization process.
Headed by the Agriculture Secretary
as Chairperson-Coordinator, the NAF
Council is also tasked to serve as the
integrative and consultative structure
for inter-agency and inter-sectoral
collaboration in the activities arising
from RA 8435.
Through its secretariat, the then
National Agricultural and Fishery
Council (NAFC), the NAF Council has
been monitoring the pre-implementation
activities specified in the IRR in the
absence of a sectoral plan that would

serve as basis for progress and results
monitoring of the law. Due to the
government rationalization program, the
secretariat function of NAFC has been
transferred to PCAF.
In aid of the country’s agriculture
and fisheries development, PCAF
now aims to determine the status of
the implementation of the AFMA
through the rapid assessment and yield
recommendations for its improvement.
This is also in line with the mandated
independent review of the law every five
years.
In its inception report for the project,
DAP noted that there have been few
assessments done to determine the gains
and impact of the law since its enactment
18 years ago.
Through the project, PCAF would
be able to determine the status of AFMA
implementation in terms of the level of
contribution of the DA, other involved
government departments and agencies,
the private sector, LGUs and other
AFMA support programs implemented
by other institutions.
The assessment would be made in
terms of budget support and investments
at the national and local governments

PCAF Senior Citizens’ Committee formed

from 2009 to 2013 and of investments
from private, international programs, and
other financing institutions from 2009 to
2013.
The project will focus on the
plans and accomplishments of the five
components of the AFMA, including
its 13 chapters, which are production
and marketing support services; human
resource development; research,
development and extension; rural nonfarm employment; and, trade and fiscal
incentives.
The DAP project team will also
identify existing implementation
strengths, opportunities, problems, and
challenges and propose adjustments for
a more effective implementation and
monitoring of the AFMA.
In line with the project, a series of
area-wide stakeholders’ consultation
workshops was held for selected
officers and personnel from regional
DA offices, local government units and
other concerned agencies; provincial,
municipal agricultural officers; private
sector representatives; members of civil
society organizations; and, farmers and
fisherfolk in Regions 3, 7 and 11 in April
and May.

To ensure the entitlement of the agency’s
elderly employees to the benefits and
privileges granted by RA 9994 (Expanded
Senior Citizens Act of 2010), a Senior
Citizens’ Committee has been created
within PCAF. Through Special Order No.
224, Series of 2014, PCAF Exec. Dir.
Ariel Cayanan authorized the creation
of the said committee for employees
who are 60 years old and above. The
committee’s lineup of activities for 2015
includes livelihood and health programs,
educational tours and trade fairs, awards
and incentive programs, sports and
recreational events, among others.
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